
F . D. Roosevelt , 
President o~ the united ~tates , 
"lhite House 
Washingt on , D . ~ . 

Sir : 

Albert 21netein 
Old Grove \d . 
!Tassau Point 
Peconic , Long leland 

August 2nd , 1039 

Some r ecent wor k by E. ll'er'Di and L. Szilar d , which has been com­

municat ed to me in m'.nuscr i pt , leads me to ex;>ect that the element uran-

ium nay be turned into a new and ~portant source of energy in the im-

~ediate future . Cert ain asnects of the situation ~bleb has arisen seem 

to call for ~·atc~fulness and , if ncceoeary , quick a ction on the part 

of the Admini stration . I believe therefore that it is my duty to bring 

to your attention the follouinJ fact3 and recommendations : 

In the course of the last four months i t has been made probable -

through the "17ork o~ Joliet in ..,r:mcc as well as ""ermi and S::ilard in 

America - that it m~y become possible to set up a nuclear chnin reaction 

in a lar ge mass of uranium ,by uhich vaot ~~Mounts of power and l ar ge quant­

ities of new r adium- l i ke elements woul d be {> ener a t ed . llow 1t a\)oears 

a lmost cer t ain that this could be a chieved in the immedi a t e f uture . 

This new phenonenon would also lead t o the construction o! bombs , 

and 1t is conceivable - though much lees cer tain - that extrenely power-

ful bombs of a new type may t hus b e const ructed . A single bomb of th1s 

type , carr i ed by boat and exploded in a port , might very woll des troy 

tho whole port together with some of t he our rounding territory . However , 

ouch bombs might very \"ell prove to be too h eavy for troneportntion by 

ai r . 
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The United States hae only very poor ores of urr.niu.m in ooderate 

quantities . TI1ere ie eo~e 0ood ore in Canada and the fo~cr Czechoslovakia, 

~bile the oost ioportant source of uraniu~ is DelQian Congo . 

In view of t h is situation you nay think it desirable to have eooe 

permanent contact maintained between the Administr at i on and the ;;roup 

of phyeicists working on chn.in reactions in America . One (lOss ible way 

of achieving this mic;ht be for you to entrust \7 ith this taok a parson 

who ha s your confidence and who could perhaps serve in an inofficial 

capacity . His task mi;ht compr ise the following: 

a) to approach Government Departments , keep them in~ormed of the 

further develop~ent , and put forward reco~endationo for Gover~~ent acti on , 

~ivi~ particular at t ention to the problem of s ecuring a supply of uran­

ium ore for the United Statee ; 

b) to speed un the experimental >tork,17hicb is a t present be ina car­

ried on within the limite of the budeets of University laboratories , by 

pr oviding funds , if such funds be required , through his contacts with 

private persons who are willin~ to mnke contributions for this cause , 

and perhaps also by obtaininJ the co-operation of i nuustrial laboratories 

which have the necessary equi pment. 

I understand that Germany has a ctually stop~ed t he sale of uranium 

from the Czechoslovakian mines which sh~ has taken over . That ehe should 

have taken such early action misht perhaps be unders t ood on the ground 

that the eon of t he Ger man Under-Secrota.r:v of Stat e , von We i zo;lckor, ie 

attached t o the Y..aiser-\Hlhelm- Institut i n Berlin '1here some of t he 

American work on uranium ie now being r epeated. 

Your s very truly , 
r. ti>J • ,. 

(Albert 3instein} 


