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HEADQUARTERSARMY OF THE POTOMAC, Octaber 1, 1863.

GENERAL.: | have the honor to submit herewith areport of the operations of this army during the month of
July last, including the details of the battle of Gettysburg, delayed by the failure to receive until now the
reports of several corps and division commanders, who were severely wounded in the battle.

On June 28, | received the orders of the President of the United States placing me in command of the Army
of the Potomac...

On reaching that place on July 1, General Reynolds found Buford's cavalry warmly engaged with the enemy,
who had debouched his infantry through the mountains on the Cashtown road, but was being held in check
in the most gallant manner by Buford's cavalry. Magjor-General Reynolds immediately moved around the
town of Gettysburg, and advanced on the Cashtown road, and without a moment's hesitation deployed his
advanced division and attacked the enemy, at the same time sending orders for the Eleventh Corps (Generad
Howard) to advance as promptly as possible. Soon after making his dispositions for the attack,
Major-General Reynolds fell, mortally wounded, the command of the First Corps devolving on
Major-General Doubleday, and the command of the field on Major-General Howard, who arrived about this
time, 11.30 a. m., with the Eleventh Corps, then commanded by Mgjor-General Schurz.

Major-General Howard pushed forward two divisions of the Eleventh Corps to the support of the First
Corps, now warmly engaged with the enemy on the ridge to the north of the town, and posted his Third
Division, with three batteries of artillery, on the Cemetery Ridge, on the south side of the town. Up to this
time the battle had been with the forces of the enemy debouching from the mountains on the Cashtown road,
known to be Hill's corps.

In the early part of the action, success was on our side, Wadsworth's division, of the First Corps, having
driven the enemy back some distance, capturing numerous prisoners, among them General Archer, of the
Confederate army. The arrival of re-enforcements for the enemy on the Cashtown road, and the junction of
Ewell's corps, coming on the Y ork and Harrisburg roads, which occurred between 1 and 2 p. m., enabled the
enemy to bring vastly superior forces against both the First and Eleventh Corps, outflanking our line of
battle, and pressing it so severely that about 4 p. m. Major-General Howard deemed it prudent to withdraw
these two corps to the Cemetery Ridge, on the south side of the town, which operation was successfully
accomplished; not, however, without considerable loss in prisoners, arising from the confusion incident to
portions of both corps passing through the town, and the men getting confused in the streets.

About the time of this withdrawal, Major-General Hancock arrived, whom | had dispatched to represent me
on the field, on hearing of the death of General Reynolds. In conjunction with Mgor-General Howard,
General Hancock proceeded to post the troops on the Cemetery Ridge, and to repel an attack that the enemy
made on our right flank. This attack was not, however, very vigorous, and the enemy, seeing the strength of



the position occupied, seemed to be satisfied with the success he had accomplished, desisting from any
further attack this day.

About 7 p. m., Mgjor-Generals Slocum and Sickles, with the Twelfth Corps and part of the Third, reached
the ground, and took post on the right and left of the troops previously posted. Being satisfied from the
reports received from the field that it was the intention of the enemy to support with his whole army the
attack already made, and the reports from Major-Generals Hancock and Howard on the character of the
position being favorable, | determined to give battle at this point; and, early in the evening of the 1st, issued
ordersto all the corps to concentrate at Gettysburg, directing al trainsto be sent to the rear, at Westminster.

At 10 p. m. of the 1t, | broke up my headquarters, which until then had been at Taneytown, and proceeded
tothefield, arriving there at 1 a. m. of the 2d.

[The report continues with the dispositions and fighting of July 2 and 3, omitted here as outside the scope of
this packet, and concludes:]

The result of the campaign may be briefly stated in the defeat of the enemy at Gettysburg, his compulsory
evacuation of Pennsylvania and Maryland, and withdrawal from the upper valley of the Shenandoah, and in
the capture of 3 guns, 41 standards, and 13,621 prisoners; 24,978 small-arms were collected on the
battle-field. Our own losses were very severe, amounting, as will be seen by the accompanying return, to
2,834 killed, 13,713 wounded, and 6,643 missing; in all, 23,190.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. G. MEADE, Mgjor-General, Commanding.
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them from this branch of the service. We have lost many such
officers, and unless something is done to cure the evil we will lose
more.

The reports of the horse artillery were rendered to the cavalry
officers under whose orders they served, and I have not yet received
all of them. As their operations were detached from those of the
main body of the army, and do not naturally connect with them, I
reserve them as the subject of a separate report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,
" Brigadier-General and Chief of Artillery, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIaMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

ARTILLERY HDQRS. ARMY OF THE Potomac,
October 4, 1863.

GENERAL: In compliance with your directions, I have the honor
to state that the following were the captures from the army in the
recent operations:

First Corps lost one gun, 3-inch, from Reynolds’ battery (L, First
New York), July 1; Eleventh Corps, one light 12-pounder, Heck-
man’s battery (K, First Ohio), July I; Third Corps, three 10-pounder
Parrotts, Smith’s Fourth Independent New York Battery, July 2;
Artillery Reserve, one 3-inch, Thompson’s battery, Third and Fourth
Pennsylvania, July 2; six lost.

I received no report of captures from the enemy in an official form,
although I heard that the cavalry had picked up several on the road,
and that two were taken at Falling Waters.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
HENRY J. HUNT,

Major-General, Chief of Artillery.
Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 29.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Abner Doubleday, U. S. Army, commanding
Third Division of, dnd First Army Corps.

WasHINGTON, D. C., December 14, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of June
28, the First Corps left Middletown, Md., for Frederick, and encamped
in the western suburbs of that town, picketing the roads toward the
northwest.

_ On the 29th, it left Frederick, and after a long and toilsome march

~~arrived at Emmitsburg; passed through that place, and bivouacked
for the night on the sheights to the north. TEis position had been
carefully selected by General Reynolds as a defensive line, the rebels
having been reported in some strength at Fairfield.

On the 30th, we made a short march of 3 or 4 miles to Marsh
Creek, where we again took up a defensive position, Wadsworth’s
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division, with Hall’s (Second Maine) battery, covering the Gettys-
burg road; my own division, with Cooper’s (First Pennsylvania Re-
serve Volunteer) battery, covering the airfield road, and Robinson’s
division, with the remaining three batteries, some miles in rear as a
reserve. It was General Reynolds’ intention to dispute the enemy’s
advance at this point, falling back, however, in case of a serious at-
tack, to the ground already chosen at Emmitsburg. Here he received
orders to reassume the command of the right wing, consisting of his
own (First), Howard’s (Eleventh), and Sickles’ (Third) corps. In
consequence of this order, he directed me to take command of the
First Corps.

-"On the eventful morning of July 1, between 7 and 8 o’clock, Gen-
eral Reynolds sent for me for the purpose of explaining the telegrams
received by him in relation to the movements of the rebels and the
latest position of our own troops. This information showed that the
enemy was reported in force at Cashtown and Mummasburg, and that
our cavalry was skirmishing with them on the roads leading from Get-
tysburg to those places. He told me he had already given orders to
Wadsworth’s division, with Hall’s battery, to move forward, and that
he would accompany these troops in person, while I remained to bring
up the balance of the corps. Owing to the intervals between the divis-

jons and the necessity of calling in the pickets, from an hour and a
half to two hours elapsed before the remaining troops were en route.
Wadsworth’s division was, therefore, obliged to sustain the brunt of
the action alone for this length of time. As soon as I saw that Rob-
inson’s and Rowley’s divisions, with the remaining batteries, had
commenced the march, I rode on in advance of the column.

The sound of rapid cannon firing convinced me that our cavalry
was warmly engaged. I pushed forward at full speed, and soon over-
took Wadsworth’s division, which had left the main road and was
filing rapidly through woods and fields toward a ridge which ran
north and south, about 400 yards to the west of the seminary, which
‘is itself about a c%uarter of "a mile to the west of Gettysburg, and
ilocated on a similar ridge parallel to the first. About 200 yards far-
ther on, the former range of heights sloped down, and ended in a
ravine called Willoughby’s Run. On the most westerly of these
ridges, General Reynolds had directed his line of battle to be formed,
and was himself superintending the placing of Cutler’s brigade as I
rode up. I had previously sent an aide (Lieutenant Marten) to the
general for instructions. He returned with orders for me to attend
o the Millerstown road, on the left of our line. A small piece of
woods cut the line of battle in about two equal parts. These woods
possessed all the advantages of aredoubt, strengthening the center of
our line, and enfilading the enemy’s columns should they advance in
the open spaces on either side. 1 deemed the extremity of the woods,
which extended to the summit of the ridge, to be the key of the
position, and urged that portion of Meredith’s brigade, the Western
men assigned to its defense, to hold it to the last extremity. Full of
the memory of their past achievements, they replied cheerfully and
proudly, “If we can’t hold it, where will you find men who can ? ”
General Reynolds’ intention appeared to be simply to defend the twos_
roads entering the town from the northwest and southwest, and to
occupy and hold the woods between them. The principal effort of

_ the enemy was made on the Cashtown road from the northwest, and
*  was o%posed at first by Cutler’s brigade and Hall’s battery, the former
stretching across, the latter posted on, the right of the road,
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Immediately on my arrival at the ridge, I rode to the left to exam-
ine the ground in that direction, and then was engaged in overseeing
the operations of Meredith’s brigade, commonly known as the Iron
Brigade. These troops were formed in the following order, from
right to left : The Second Wisconsin, Seventh Wisconsin, Nineteenth -
Indiana, and Twenty-fourth Michigan Volunteers. The Sixth Wis-
consin, together with the brigade guard, under Lieutenants Harris,
of the Sixth Wisconsin, and Showalter, of the Second ‘Wisconsin,

. had been detached by my order, to remain with me as a reserve.
There wasno time to be lost, as the enemy was already in the woods,
and advancing at double-quick to seize this important central B\?Si-
tion and hold the ridge. The Iron Brigade, led by the Second Wis-
consin in line, and followed by the other regiments, deployed en
échelon without a moment’s hesitation, charged with the utmost
steadiness and fury, hurled the enemy back into the run, ca tured,
after a sharp and desperate conflict, nearly 1,000 prisoners—all from
Archer’s brigade—and reformed their lines on the high ground be-
yond the ravine.

The Second Wisconsin, in this contest, under the gallant Colonel
Fairchild, was particularly distinguished. It accomplished the diffi-
cult task of driving superior numbers of rebel infantry from the
shelter of the woods, and to it also belongs the honor of ca; turing
General Archer himself. He was brought in by Private g‘atric
Maloney, of Company G-. It is to be lamented that this brave Irish-
man was subsequently killed in the action.

The troops were now withdrawn to the eastern side of the run by
my order, and reformed on a line with the Second Wisconsin, the
Seventh Wisconsin taking the right of the new line and the Nine-
teenth Indiana the left. Immediately after this, I took my position
behind the left wing. I had hardly done so when I learned, with
deep sorrow, that our brave and_lamented commander, Major-Gen-
eral Reynolds, had just been shot, and was no more. This melan-
choly event occurred in the beginning of the attack referred to,

~about 10.15 a. m. The whole burden of the battle was thus suddenly
thrown upon me.

The death of General Reynolds was followed by other disasters. A
column of the enemy’s infantry had succeeded in approaching Hall’s
battery to within a distance of 60 yards by charging up the ravine
on his right, and had poured in a terrible and destructive fire at that
short range. At the same time a vastly superior force advanced
in two lines against Cutler, in front and on his right flank. General
Wadsworth directed this brigade to fall back to the shelter of the
woods on Seminary Ridge. This left Captain Hall without any sup-
ports to his battery, and, as he received no orders to withdraw, his
situation soon became a precarious one.

The One hundred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, of
Cutler’s brigade, did not receive the order to retire ; Lieutenant-
Colonel Miller, its commander, having been wounded, was unable
to communicate his instructions to his successor, Major Harney.
The latter bravely held the regiment to its position until the enemy
was in possession of the railroad cut on his left, thus intercepting
his line of retreat. During the half hour which elapsed before he
could be relieved, his loss was 207 killed and wounded out of 380,

The dispositions made by Captain Hall to meet the emergency and
save his battery were both able and resolute. He broke the force of
the charge against him by firing canister, and then ordered his bat-

L]
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tery to retire by sections. The right section, while falling back, was
charged upon by the enemy’s skirmishers, and 4 of the horses of one
iece shot. The cannoneers, however, drew off the piece by hand.
n reference to this period of the action, Captain Hall says, in his offi-
- cial report: .
" As the last piece of the battery was coming away, all of its-horses were shot, and
I was about to return for it myself, when General Wadsworth gave mea peremptory
order to lose no time, but get my battery in position near the barn on the heights, to

cover the retiring of the troops.” I sent a sergeant and 5 men after the piece, all of
whom were wounded or taken prisoners. :

Captain Hall was now withdrawn behind Seminary Ridge by way
of the railroad grading, which runs nearly parallel to the Cashtown
road, and is about 100 yards fror it—an unfortunate route to take, as
it was swept by the enemy’s guns. He was soon afterward assigned
t0 a new and more advanced position by an aide-de-camp of the di-
vision commander, but, in attempting to occupy it, he was fired upon
by the rebel advance, who already held possession of the ground,
and he again withdrew.

The whole of these events had occurred on the right so soon after
my arrival, that there was no opportunity for me to interpose, issue
orders, or regulate the retreat. The moment was a critical one, in-
volving the defeat, perhaps the utter rout, of our forces. I imme-
diately sent for one of Meredith’s regiments (the Sixth Wisconsin),
a gallant body of men, whom Iknew could be relied upon. Forming
them rapidly perpendicular to theline of battle on the enemy’s flank,
I directed them to attack immediately. Lieutenant-Colonel Dawes,
their commander, ordered a charge, which was gallantly executed.
The enemy made a hurried attempt to change front to meet the
attack, and flung his troops into the railroad cut for safety. The
Ninety-fifth New York Volunteers, Colonel Biddle, and the Four-
teenth Brooklyn, under Colonel Fowler, joined in the charge; the
cut was carried at the point of thé bayonet, and two regiments of
Davis’ (rebel) brigade were taken prisoners.

The results of this maneuver were the capture of the two rebel
“regiments referred to, with their battle-flags, the release of the One
. hundred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, which had been
cut off, and the recapture of one of Hall’s pieces, which had been
left, in consequence of all the horses having been shot down and men
wounded or killed. I immediately directed the original line of battle
to be resumed, which was done. ~All this was accomplished in less
than half an hour, and before General Howard had arrived ou the
field or assumed command. Tidball’s horse battery was now or-
dered up by General Wadsworth, to replace Hall’s battery, which
had been very much cut up. Tidball was soon hotly engaged with
a battery in his front. Soon after, Captain Reynolds was sent to re-
lieve him.

Upon taking a retrospect of the field, it might seem, in view of the
fact that we were finally forced to retreat, that this would have been
a proper time to retire; but to fall back without orders from the
commanding general might have inflicted lasting disgrace upon the
corps, and as General Reynolds, who was high in the confidence of
General Meade, had formed his lines to resist the entrance of the
enemy into Gettysburg, I naturally supposed that it was the inten-
tion to defend the place.

There were abundant reasons for holding it, for it is the junction
of seven great roads leading to Hagerstown, Chambersburg, Car-

[
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lisle, York, Baltimore, Taneytown, and Washington, and is also an
important railroad terminus. The places above mentioned are on
the circumference of a circle of which it is the center. It was, there-
fore, a strategic point of no ordinary importance. Its possession
would have been invaluable to Lee, shortening and strengthening
his line to Williamsport, and serving as a base of maneuvers for
future operations. fknew that Slocum’s and Sickleg’ corps were
within sfriking distance when we left Marsh Creek; that Howard’s
" corps was already passing through the streets of the town, and that
the remaining divisions of the First Corps were almost uE. A re-
treat without hard fighting has a tendency to demoralize the troops
who retire, and would, in the present instance, in my opinion, have
dispirited the whole army anf injured its morale, while it encour-
aged the enemy in the same proportion. There never was an oc-
casion in which the result could have been more momentous upon
our national destiny. Final success in this war can only be attained
by desperate fighting, and the infliction of heavy loss upon the
enemy; nor could I have retreated without the full knowledge and
approbation of General Howard, who was my superior officer, and
who had now arrived on the field. Had I done so, it would have un-
covered the left flank of his corps. If circumstances required it, it
was his place, not mine, to issue the order. General Howard, from
his commanding position on Cemetery Hill, could overlook all the
enemy’s movements as well as our own, and I therefore relied much
upon his superior facilities for observation to give me timely warn-
ing of any unusual danger.

I sent word to him shortly after this that, in addition to the forces
opposed to me, Ewell’s corps was coming down on my right flank,
and requested him to protect that portion of the line with the Eleventh
Corps. Almost at the same time he sent me the same information,
together with instructions to hold Seminary Hill at all hazards, if -
driven back. Just previous to this, the remainder of the First Corps,
consisting of Robinson’s and Rowley’s divisions, came up. I imme-
diately directed Geeneral Robinson to station his division in reserve
at the seminary, and to throw up some slight intrenchments, to aid
me in holding that point in case I should be driven back. I divided
Rowley’s division, sending Stone’s brigade to the open space on the
right of the wood, to close the interval between Cutler and Meredith.
The other brigade, under Colonel Biddle, One hundred and twenty-
first Pennsylvania Volunteers, was posted on the left and rear of the
Iron Brigade, toward the Millerstown road. General Rowley had
charge of this part of the line. Later in the day he intrusted the
extreme left to Colonel Gates, Twentieth New York State Militia,
who, with his own regiment and the One hundred and fifty-first
Pennsylvania Volunteers, .under Liéutenant-Colonel McFarland,
stubbornly maintained it to the last. He was greatly aided in this
by two companies of skirmishers from his regiment, who occupied a
house and barn in advance of our left, on the other side of the ravine.
I relied greatly on Stone’s brigade to hold the post assigned them, as
I soon saw I would be obliged to change front with a portion of my
line to face the northwest, and his brigade held the pivot of the
movement. My confidence in this noble body of men was not mis-
placed, as will be shown hereafter. . They repulsed the repeated at- °
tacks of vastly superior numbers at close quarters, and maintained
their position until the final retreat of the whole line. Stone himself
was shot down, battling to the last. The gallant Colonel Wister,
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who succeeded him in command, was also wounded, and the command

devolved upon Colonel Dana, of the One hundred and forty-third

Pennsylvania Volunteers. This brigade, in common with almost

every regiment in the Third Division, were Pennsylvanians, and

%Vel:ﬁe actuated by a héroic desire to avenge the invasion of their native
tate.

General Howard now formed his lines to resist the advance of
Ewell’s corps, which came from the northeast. The corps of A. P.
Hill, opposite us, at once made a junction with the new-comers. This-
compelled me also to change front, with Wadsworth’s division on
Stone’s brigade as a pivot, so that the two branches of my line of
battle were facing, the one west, the other northwest. I relied upon
the woods and ridges to partially shield the troops from an enfilading
fire. In consequence of Ewell’s new line of battle, Wadsworth threw
back Cutler’s brigade to Seminary Ridge, to avoid a battery upon his
flank. Both Tidball’s and Reynolds’ batteries were obliged to retire,
as they were exposed to a cross-fire from two directions. Captain
Reynolds was badly wounded in the eye, but for a long time refused
to leave the field. ,

Colonel Stone, who had been contending with very little shelter
against the rebel infantry and two batteries on the other side of the
run, suffered some loss from the same enfilading battery which had
rendered a change of front necessary on the part of Wadsworth.
Leaving Colonel Wister’s regiment, the One hundred and fiftieth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, still facing the west, he threw successivel
Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight, with the One hundred and forty-nint
Pennsylvania, and Colonel Dana, with the One hundréd and forty-
third Pennsylvania, into the Cashtown road, facing a little east of
north. As tﬁis left an open space of some 200 yards between the right
of Stone and the left of Cutler, and as the rebels at this time were not
making any strong demonstrations against our left, Cooper’s battery
fired through the interval, and Biddle’s brigade changed front to sup-

ort it.
P Shortly after this, Lieutenant Wilber, of Battery L, First New York
Artillery, was sent, in answer to a request from General Wadsworth
for a baftery, and posted in an orchard on the south side of the Cash-
town road, where the right flank was sheltered by a house and barn.
The remaining two sections were posted on the open crest, also to the
south of the road.

T had hoped General Howard would have been able to connect with
the right of my line, but after Geeneral Schurz had formed his division,
there was a wide interval between the two corps. This gap might
have been filled by my falling back to the Seminary Ridge, but un-
fortunately that ridge is open ground, and could have been, as it was
afterward, enfiladed by Ewell’s batteries throughout its whole ex-

tent. Finding it necessary to stop this gapat all hazards, I directed
 General Robinson, whose division I had kept in reserve, to send one
of his brigades there. He detailed General Baxter for that purpose.
. This brigade moved forward and formed on the right of Wadsworth’s
division, but an interval still existed of nearly 400 yards between
Baxter’s right and the Eleventh Corps. The enemy attacked in this
interval, and were driven back by a change of front. They then as-
sailed the left flank of the brigade, obliging Baxter again to change
front. He drove the rebels before him in handsome style, but was
constantly outflanked and enfiladed. Nevertheless, the brigade be-
haved nobly, capturing a great number of prisoners, the Eighty-
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eighth Pennsylvania taking two battle-flags and the Ninety-seventh
New York one. They were greatly aided in this by a galling fire
poured in on the flanks of the enemy by the Twelfth Massachusetts.

Finding Baxter was in danger of being overpowered, I directed
General Robinson to go in person to his assistance with the remainder
of hisdivision (Paul’s brigade). Stewart’s battery, of the Fourth U.
S. Artillery, was also sent to report to General Robinson. Part of
Paul’s brigade was posted by General Robinson as a support to Bax-
ter against an enemy advancing on our front, and part was posted
perpendicular to our line to protect the right flank. General Robin-
son says: R

The enemy now made repeated attacks on the division, in all of which he was
handsomely repulsed, with the loss of three flags and about 1,000 prisoners. In one
of these attacks I was deprived of the services of the veteran commander of the
First Brigade, Brigadier-General Paul, who fell, severely wounded, while gallantly
directing and encouraging his command. The division held this position on-the
right, receiving and repelling the fierce attacks of a greatly superior number, not
only in front, but on the flanks, and, when the enemy’s ranks were broken, charg-
ing upon him, and capturing his colors and his men, from about noon until nearly
5 p. m., when I received orders to withdraw. These orders not being received until
all the other troops, except Stewart’s battery, had commenced moving to the rear,
the division held its ground until outflanked right and left, and retired, fighting.
From the nature of the enemy’s attacks, frequent changes were rendered necessary,
and they were made promptly, under a galling fire. %oldiers never fought better
or inflicted severer blows upon the enemy. When out of ammunition, their boxes
were replenished from those of their killed or wounded comrades.

Ewell’s forces advanced about 1.30 p. m. in two deployed lines,
supported by a third line of battalions en masse. A portion of these
made the attack already referred to against Baxter’s left, in which
they were repulsed. Their defeat was partly owing to the fact that
they became separated from their main line, and swung around in
such a manner as to expose their flank to Colonel Stone’s troops in !
the road, who took advantage of the opportunity to pour in a destruc-
tive fire at long range.

Having thus failed in their assault upon Robinson’s division, they
next made a determined advance against the two regiments in the
road. To meet this, Colonel Stone sent one of these regiments, the
Onehundred and forty-ninth Pennsylvania, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Dwight, forward to the railroad cut. This formed en échelon about
100 yards to the front and left of Colonel Dana’s regiment (One hun-
dred and forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers). Inspite of two most
effective volleys of musketry, the enemy struggled on to within 30
{ards of the cut. Here, however, they were driven back in confusion

y a spirited bayonet charge ordered by Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight.
Dana was at the same time warmly engaged in protecting the flank of.
the advanced regiment. The enemy,immediately after this, brought

‘a battery to enfilade the cut, and Dwight was forced to fall back to
his first position, on Dana’s left. , , _

It was in this affair that Colonel Stone was severely wounded, and
Colonel Wister assumed command of the brigade.

The rebels now advanced from the northwest to flank the two regi-
ments in the road, but the One hundred and fiftieth Regiment, under
Lieutenant-Colonel Huidekoper, changed front forward and met the
enemy preciselfr as Dwight had met them, with two volleys of mus-
ketry and a gallant bayonet charge, led by Colonel Wister in person;
this dispersed them. Another desperate onslaught came from the
north, passed the railroad cut, and almost reached the road, only,

>



250 N. C., VA., W. VA., MD.; PA., B1C. [Crar. XXTIX.

however, to encounter another defeat from the irresistible bayonets
of our men. The next attack came from the west, but was again
“repulsed by the indomitable One hundred and fiftieth Regiment.
Colonel Wister was now severely wounded in the face. Colonel
Dana, who assumed command, contested the position with varying
fortunes until the close of the battle. Just previous to this, the brave
and resolute Lieutenant-Colonel Huidekoper had faced four compa-
nies of his regiment to contend with the opposing forces from the
west, while six companies kept off an entire brigade from the north.
Lieutenant-Colonel Huidekoper lost his arm at this point, and as
Major Chamberlain was also wounded, the command devolved upon
Captain Widdis.
ieutenant-Colonel Dwight was left upon the field wounded in
three places; and fell temporarily into the hands of the enemy.
Every regiment of Stone’s brigade changed front forward, and two
regiments changed front to the rear while closely engaged. The
most eminent military writers regard the first movement as difficult,
and the last as almost impossible, to be executed under fire.
About 4 f) m. the enemy, having been strongly re-enforced, ad-
vanced in large numbers, everyw%ere deploying into double and
- triple lines, overlapping our left for a third of a mile, pressing heav-
ily upon our right, and overwhelming our center. It was evident
Lee’s whole army was approaching. Our tired troops had been
fighting desperately, some of them for six hours. They were thor-
oughly exhausted, and General Howard had no re-enforcements to
give me. It became necessary to retreat. All my reserves had been
thrown in, and the First Corps was now fighting in a single line.
It is stated by General Wadsworth in his official report -that the
portion of the Eleventh Corps nearest to us, unable to stand the pres-
sure, had fallen back some time before this, and that our right flank
was thus uncovered, so far as that corps was concerned. Biddle’s
brigade about this time again changed front to meet the strong lines
advancing from the west. I now gave orders to fall back, this and
Meredith’s brigades covering the movement by occupying the in-
trenchments in front of the seminary, which I had directed to be
thrown up as a precautionary measure to assist in holding the new
position. ~ Cooper’s battery was assigned by the chief of artillery on
the north, and Stevens’ battery (Fifth Maine) on the south of the
seminary, and the shattered remnants of the Iron Brigade also fell
into line. From behind the feeble barricade of rails these brave
men stémmed the fierce tide which %ressed upon them incessantly,
and held the rebel lines, which encircled them on three sides, at bay
until the greater portion of the corps had retired. The One hundred
and_fifty-first, One hundred and forty-second, One hundred and
twenty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Twentieth New York
State Militia, of Biddle’s command (the last two under Colonel
Gates, of the Twentieth New York State Militia), and the Second
and Seventh Wisconsin and Nineteenth Indiana, of the Iron Brigade,
here made their final stand. Captain [Hollon]| Richardson, acting
assistant inspector-general, of Meredith’s staff, rode up and down the
hin_es, waving a regimental flag and encouraging the men to do their
uty.

The troops, with the assistance of part of Stewart’s battery, under
Lieutenant Davison, poured in so deadly a fire as to Whoﬁry break
up and disable the first line of the enemy approaching from the west;
but the other lines pressed on, and soon commenced a flank attack,
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which it was no longer possible to answer. When all the troops at
this point were overpowered, Captain Glenn, of the One hundred
and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, in command of my head-
quarters guard, defended the building for fully twenty minutes
against a whole brigade of the enemy, enabling the few remaining
trgops, the ambulances, artillery, &c., to retreat in comparative
safety.

The batteries had all been brought back from their advanced posi- '
tions and posted on Seminary Hill. They greatly assisted the orderly
retreat, retarding the enemy by their fire. They lost heavily in men
and horses at this point, and, as they retired to the town, were sub-
jected to so heavy a fire that the last gun was left, the horses being
all shotdown by the enemy’s skirmishers, who had formed line within
50 yards of the road by which the artillery was obliged to pass.

he First Corps only consisted of about 8,200 men when 1t entered
the battle. It was reduced at the close of the engagement to about
9 450. It must be remembered that A. P. Hill’s corps alone, which
fought us on the west, was estimated at 35,000 men, of which 25,000,
under Heth and Pender, were in line opposed to us, and that Ewell’s
corps, which attacked us on the north, was said to amount to 30,000
more. Its two divisions with which we contended, under Rodes and
Early, contained about 20,000 men. Reserves amounting to 20,000
additional men, belonging to the two corps, and backed by the whole
rebel army, were within a few hours’ march. When that part of
th@Eleventh Corps adjacent to us fell back, a force of 30,000 men was
thrown upon the First Corps, which in the beginning only contained
about 8,200. :

I remained at the seminary superintending the final movement
until thousands of hostile bayonets made their appearance around the
sides of the building. I then rode back and rejoined my command,
nearly all of whom were filing through the town. As we passed
through the streets, the pale and frightened inhabitants came out of -
their houses, offering us fé6od and drink and the expression of their
deep sorrow and sympathy. The written statements of the division
commanders in regard to the details of this p:riod are slightly con-
flicting. I therefore present extracts from the reports themselves.
General Robinson has already been quoted.

General Wadsworth says:

I received orders direct from Major-General Howard to hold Seminary Ridge as
long as possible. Tidball’s battery had been driven back, but about 3 p. m. Bat-
tery B, Fourth Regular Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Stewart, came to our
assistance, and rendered effective service, demolishing a brigade of the enemy by a
destructive fire of canister and shell. Battery L, First New York Artillery, and the
Fifth Maine Battery, were likewise engaged in position near the seminary.

At about 2.30 p. m. Major-General Schurz, who had been advanced on our right,
fell back after partially engaging the enemy, and left our right exposed. The enemy
advanced in large force from that direction, and on our left the Third Division of -
this corps was driven back. Finding myself outflanked on both right and left,
heavily pressed in front, and my ammunition nearly exhausted, I ordered the com-

mand to retire at 3.45 o'clock. The movement was effected in good order, and
all the artillery brought off safely, excepting one caisson, the Seventh Wisconsin

“bringing up the-rear and suffering heavily with the whole of the command from
the fire from our front and both flanks. The severity of the contest during the day
will be indicated by the painful fact that at least half of the officers and men who

went into the engagement were killed or wounded.

General Rowley says:

A general advance of the enemy’s infantry was now made in two very strong
lines, the right of which outflanked the First Brigade, at that time consisting only
of three small regiments, numbering together not over 830 men and officers, the
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One hundred and fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers having been previously de-
tached from that brigade to support the part of our line on the right of the wood.
‘When the enemy was first observed advancing on their extreme right, they issued
from a piece of woods extending north and south, a mile distant from the First
Brigade, the brigade being then faced to the north, and almost at right angles to
its original position. A change of front of this part of the division was ordered,
and executed under a _heavy fire. After the change, the One hundred and forty-
second Pennsylvania Volunteers and Twentieth New York State Militia were on the
right and center of the brigade, and the One hundred and twenty-first Pennsylvania
Volunteers on the left, with the battery between the One hundred and forty-second
Pennsylvania Volunteers and Twentieth New York State Militia. Notwithstanding
the murderous fire with which the enemy was received by my left, the disparity

. between the contending forces was too great to render it possible for our line to

hold its position. The First Brigade gradually fell back, firing, until it reached a
cover of rails, hastily thrown up by some of the other troops, in front of the seminary.
Here it remained, together with some men of the First Division, fighting desper-
ately, and until time was afforded to most of our other troops, to the artillery, and
to the ambulances to withdraw in an orderly manmner from the town in the direction
of Cemetery Hill, and until the advancing lines of the enemy were gaining on our
flanks. At the breastworks, Colonel Biddle, commanding fhe First Brigade, was
wounded in the head by a shot, but he still remained on the field, and retired with
his men, and reformed them on arriving in rear of Cemetery Hill, behind which
Colonel Dana, with the Second Brigade, with reformed lines, was also again read,
for service. The Second Brigade, on first falling back, halted in a peach orchard,
where it renewed its fire, giving time for the removal of a battery which had been
established there.

Arrived at the cemetery, our lines, with those of the Eleventh
Corps, were reformed under the direction of Major-General Howard.
Our batteries were placed 'upon the summit of the hill, the Rirst

' Cor(fs having been directed to occupy the ground to the west of the

road, thé Eleventh Corps being on its right. A portion of the troops
was placed behind the Eill in reserve.

Major-General Hancock now rode up, and informed me he had been
placed in command of both corps. He at once directed me to send a
force to support a battery which had been established on a lower
range of hills, some 100 yards to the east of our position, protecting
our flank in that direction. I complied with the order, and sent the
remainder of Wadsworth’s division there. Immediately afterward
orders came from Major-General Howard, who ranked Hancock, to
send the troops in another direction. This occasioned at the time
some little delay and confusion. No very serious demonstrations*
were made against our new position, and the hours passed away until
sundown in comparative quiet.

The operations of the day were of necessity accompanied by severe
losses in killed, wounded, and missing, on account of the great dis-
parity in numbers and the prolonged nature of the contest. This
preliminary battle, however, had the most important bearing on the
results of the next two days, as it enabled the whole army to come u
and re-enforce the admirable position to which we had retreated.
Had we retired earlier in the day, without co-operation with the other’
parts of the army, the enemy by a vigorous pursuit might have pene-
trated between the corps of Sickles and Slocum, and have either
crushed them in detail or flung them off in eccentric directions. The
whole retreat from the commencement was most creditable to the
troops engaged. There was no hurry and no confusion, but the regi-
ments fell back calmly, turning from time to time to check the ene-
my’s advance by volleys of musketry, and again retreating. From
the admixture of so many different regiments at the seminary, it be-
came impossible to reorganize them in good order without a delay
which would have exposed the men to certain destruction. I saw,
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however, no running or undue haste. All the troops passed tran- |
quilly on, although the enemy was firing into them from the side |
streets, and all reformed promptly on their arrival at Cemetery Hill,

and in & very short time were again ready for service. The Sixth

Wisconsin marched through the streets in a body, stopping from time

to time to return the fireof the enemy, and giving hearty cheers for

the good old cause and the Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers.

I have said the losses were exceedingly heavy. More than half of
those who went into the battle were ki%led or wounded. In the Sec-
ond Wisconsin, 69 came back out of 302 ; in the Nineteenth Indiana,
w8 returned out of 288 ; the One hyndred and fiftieth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, Colonel Wister’s regiment,.out of about 400 men. and 17
officers, lost, in killed, wounded, and missing, 16 officers and about
316 men ; the One hundred and and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers lost in the same proportion. '

That portion of the Eleventh Corps posted be ond the almshouse
had fought with great obstinacy until its right ank was turned b
Early’s division, and further resistance had become hopeless. It
then fell back to the town, and choked up the main street at the very
time Paul’s brigade was attempting to pass. This resulted in heavy
loss to the brigade.

It gives me great pleasure to state that my division commanders
used unwearied efforts to hold the portions of the line assigned-

them. General Robinson guarded the right flank with great cour-

age and skill when it was left exposed toward the close of the day.
General Wadsworth’s division opened the combat, and defended the
center of the line to the very last, while General Rowley held the
left wing under the most adverse circumstances, and, with a portion
of Wadsworth’s men, covered the retreat of the main body by suc-
cessive échelons of resistance.

I concur with the division commanders in their estimate of the’
good conduct and valuable services of the following-named officers
and men. .

General Wadsworth says of the First Division :

The officers of my staff and of my command performed their whole duty without
an exception. Under these circumstances, I cannot particularly commend any of
them without doing injustice to others equally meritorious.

General Cutler, commanding the Second Brigade, First Division,
whose coolness and self-possession were remarkable, and who had
two horses shot under him, says :

Colonel Hofmann, Fifty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteers; Major Harney, One hun-
dred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers; Major Pye, Ninety-fifth New York
Volunteers, and Captain Cook, Seventy-sixth New York Volunteers, deserve special
mention for gallantry and coolness. Colonel Fowler, Fourteenth Brooklyn, for
charging the enemy at the railroad cut, in connection with the Ninety-fifth New

| York and Sixth Wisconsin, by which the One hundred and forty-seventh New York

was relieved from its perilous position. Major Grover, commanding the Seventy-
sixth New York Volunteers, a brave and efficient officer, was killed early in the ac-
tion of the 1st instant, and the command devolved upon Capt.John E. Cook, and
most ably and faithfully did he perform his duty. Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, com-
manding the One hundred and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, was severely
wounded at the head of his regiment on the 1st instant. Colonel Biddle, Ninety-
fifth New York, was wounded in the breast. Major Harney, of the One hundred
and forty-seventh New York Volunteers, and Major Pye, of the Ninety-fiftth New
York, on assuming command of their respective regiments, did all that brave men
and good soldiers could do, and deserve well for their services. Sergt. Henry H.
Hubbard, Company C, One hundred and forty-seventh New York, was in command
of the provost-guard of the brigade on the morping of the 1st instant, He formed
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the guard, consisting of 18 men, on the right of the Seventy-sixth New York, and
fought until the battle was over, losing 12 of hismen. He deserves promotion. The
color-sergeant of the One hundred and forty-seventh New York was killed, and the
colors were caught by Sergt. William A. Wybourn, of Company I, One hundred
and forty-seventh New York, and brought off the battle-field by him, notwithstand-
ing he was himself severely wounded. :

In closing, I begleave to acknowledge my great obligations to Capt. J. A. Kellogg,
acting assistant adjutant-general; Capt. William Bloodgood, acting aide; Lieut. S.
‘W. Woodrow, of the Ninety-fifth New York, and Lieut. T. W. Miller, volunteer aide
on my staff. These officers all acted with the most perfect coolness and bravery
throughout the whole action. Every one of my staff and orderlies were dismounted
by having their horses shot; Lieutenant Miller and Captain Bloodgood twice each,
and Lieutenant Woodrow three times. .

The report of General Meredith, commanding the First Brigade,
First Division, has not been received, he having sustained severe in-
ternal injuries by the falling of his wounded horse. Copies of sev-
eral of the regimental reports, however, having been laid before me,
I take pleasure in calling attention to the following-named officers
- and men mentioned by regimental commanders: '

The Seventh Wisconsin Volunteers was commanded by Col. W. W
Robinson, whose conduct was everything that could be desired. He
speaks of Lieutenant-Colonel Callis, who was wounded, and of Major

innicum; also of Sergt. Daniel McDermott, color-bearer, who had
his flag-staff shattered by canister shot during the retreat, and who
was himself severely wounded. While in this condition, he was
placed upon a caisson, and rode off waving his tattered flag in defi-
ance of the enemy.

No report has been obtained from the commanding officer of the
Twenty-fourth Michigan or Second Wisconsin Regiments, excepting
a brief statement from Lieutenant-Colonel Mansfield, of the latter
regiment, giving the number of killed, wounded, and missing.

In the Nineteenth Indiana, Private James Stickley, of Company C,
deserves special mention for refusing to leave the field when badly
wounded. He was killed late in the action. Lieutenant Jones, of
Company B, and Lieutenant East, of Company C, fell while cheering
on their men. Sergeants [James] Ferguson and [ Andrew]| Beshears,
of Company H; [Thomas| Winset and [Thomas J.] Daugherty, of
Company K ; [Thomas K.] Michener, of Company E, and [Allen
‘W.] Ogborn, of Company B, were among the killed who are worthy
of special notice. The active and fearless Lieutenant-Colonel Dudley
lost a leg; Major Lindley, always cool and courageous, was wounded
in the hand; (g‘aptains Holloway, Ives, and Shafer, and Lieutenants
Wilson, Schlagle, Campbell, Witemyre, Macy, Branson, Patrick,
Gisse, and Nash were also wounded while doing all that men could
do to insure success. The two last-mentioned officers refused to leave
the field. Captains Hart, Makepeace, and Greene, and Lieutenant
Richardson, fell into the enemy’s hands. This regiment was com-
manded by Col. Samuel .J. Williams, and to his promptness, courage,
and skill 1t is in a great measure indebted for increasing the high
reputation it already enjoyed.

n the Sixth Wisconsin, Adjt. Edward P. Brooks is mentioned for
greatly aiding the successful capture of the two regiments in the
railroad cut, by throwing a body of men into the cut so as to enfilade
the rebel line. Corpl. ¥. Asbury Waller, of Company I, captured
the eolors of the Second Mississippi previous to the surrender of that
Ife%iment. Major Hauser was particularly brave and-efficient. Capt.
John Ticknor and Lieut. Orrin D. Chapman, who were killed in the
charge, were a great loss to the service. Capt. Rollin P, Converse
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and Lieut. Charles P. Hyatt, of Company B, and Lieutenant Gol-
termann, of Company F, were also among the highly distinguished.
The commander of the regiment, Lieut. Col. R. R. Dawes, proved
himself to be one of the ablest officers on the field.

General Robinson, commanding the Second Division, thus com-
mends the officers and men of his command:

The instances of distinguished gallantry are too numerous to be embodied in this
report, and I leave it to the brigade and regimental commanders to do justice to
those under their immediate commands. When all did so well it is difficult to dis-
criminate. As, however, they came under my personal observation, I cheerfully
indorse the remarks of General Baxter in commendation of Colonel Coulter, Eleventh
Pennsylvania Volunteers; Colonel Wheelock, Ninety-seventh New York; Colonel
Lyle, Ninetieth Pennsylvania; Colonel Bates and Lieutenant-Colonel Allen, Twelfth
Massachusetts; Lieutenant-Colonel Moesch, Eighty-third New York, and Major
Foust, Eighty-eighth Pennsylvania. After the fall of General Paul, the command
of the First Brigade devolved successively upon Colonel Leonard, Thirteenth Massa-
chusetts, Colonel Root, Ninety-fourth New York, and Colonel Coulter, Eleventh
Pennsylvania, all of whom were wounded while exercising command. My thanks
are due to Brigadier-Generals Paul and Baxter for the able and zealous manner in
which they handled their brigades. The officers of my staff were actively engaged
during the whole of the three days’ engagements. Lieutenant Morgan, acting assist-
ant adjutant-general, Lieutenant Hallock, aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants Bratton
and Mead, acting aides, were at all times distinguished for their gallantry and good
conduct. Captain Hovey, acting assistant inspector-general, was wounded and
taken from the field early in the day. Lieutenant Smith, ordnance officer, was
diligent in the performance of his duty. It affords me pleasure to call special at-
tention to the gallant conduct of one of my orderlies, Sergt: Ebenezer S. Johnson,
First Maine Cavalry, whose chevrons should be exchanged for the epaulette. When
we make officers of such men, the soldier receives his true reward and the service
great benefit.

General Rowley, commanding the Third Division, says:

I take pleasure in calling to the notice of the commanding general, Col. Chapman
Biddle, commanding the First Brigade, and Colonel Dana, commanding the Second
Brigade, and also the following officers, recommended by brigade commanders:
. Colonel Gates, Twentieth New York State Militia; Lieutenant-Colonel McFarland,
One hundred and fifty-first Pennsylvania Volunteers (severely wounded); Lieuten-
ant-Colonel McCalmont and Major Biddle, One hundred and forty-second Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers; Major Musser, One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Vol-
unteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Dwight and Captains Irvin and Glenn, One hundred
and forty-ninth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and Colonel Wister, Lieutenant-Colonel
Huidekoper, Major Chamberlain, and Adjutant Ashurst, One hundred and fiftieth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, as being distinguished for bravery. The members of the
brigade staff are likewise favorably noticed. I would also call to the notice of the
commanding general, Lieut. William L. Wilson (slightly wounded), acting assistant
adjutant-general; Captain Flagg (killed July 8), acting assistant inspector-general,
and Lieutenant Moore, One hundred and forty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, aide-
de-camp—all acting on my staff July 1—for gallant conduct. The death of Colonel
Cummins, One hundred and forty-second Pennsylvania Volunteers, a brave and
efficient officer, has occasioned feelings of regret throughout the command.

My thanks are specially due to a citizen of Gettysburgnamed John
Burns, who, although over seventy years of age, shouldered his
musket, and offered his services to Colonel Wister, One hundred and
fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers. Colonel Wister advised him to
fight in the woods, as there was more shelter there, but he preferred
to join our line of skirmishers in the open fields. When the troops
retired, he fought with the Iron Brigade. He was wounded in three
places. Private Dennis Buckley, of Company H, Sixth Michigan
Cavalry, having had his horse shot under him, also joined the One
hundred and fiftieth Pennsylvania Volunteers, and fought through-
out the day. Shortly after he came up, a shell from a rebel battery
exploded in the midst of Company C, killing 2 men and dangerously



256 N. €., VA,, W. VA,, MD., PA., ETC. [CHAP. XXXIX.

wounding 3 others. Buckley joined this company, saying, ‘ This is
the company for me,” and remained throughout the entire engage-
ment, doing excellent service with hiscarbine. He escaped unhurt.

General Rowley himself displayed great bravery. He was several
times struck by spent shot and pieces of shell, and on the third day
his horse was killed by a cannon-shot while he was holding him by
the bridle and conversing with me.

Colonel Wainwright, chief of artillery, mentions in terms of com-
mendation Captain Reynolds, whose heroism was conspicuous; Cap-
tain Tidball, é)apta,in ooper, Captain Stevens, the oft-distinguished
Lieutenant Stewart, Lieutenant Davison, Lieutenant Breck. Lieu-
tenant Wilbur’s gallantry is also the $ubject of much praise.

In conclusion, 1 desire to speak of the officers of my own staff.
Colonel Wainwright, chief of artillery, was unremitting in the dis-
charge of his duties; Lieutenant-Colonel [Henry C.] Bankhead, in-
spector-general, rendered most valuable services in carrying orders "
and reconnoitering the enemy’s movements; Surgeons Heard and
[Thomas H.] Bache refused to ieave our wounded, and remained with
them as prisoners at Gettysburg until the retreat of the enemy re-
leased and restored them to duty. Lieutenant-Colonel [Charles E.]
Livingston, acting assistant inspector-general; Captain [ Edward C.]
Baird, assistant adjutant-general; Captain [Eminel P.] Halstead,
assistant adjutant-general; Lieutenants [Henry T.] Lee and [Benja-
min T.] Marten, aides-de-camp; Lieutenant [Harry C.] Egbert, com-
missary of musters; Lieutenant [Frank H.] Cowdrey, assistant com-
missary of musters; Lieutenant [ Harrison]| Lambdin, acting aide-de-
camp, all distinguished on other fields of battle, were equally distin-
guished on the present occasion. Lieutenant [Meredith L.] Jones,
acting aide-de-camp, behaved with great coolness and courage. Lieu-
tenant [Jacob F.] Is)lagle, acting judge-advocate-general, was active
in carrying orders to exposed parts of the field.

General Wadsworth has furnished me the following list of his .
staff, all of whom were distinguished for intrepidity and intelligent
action : Lieutenant-Colonel HJ ohn A.] Kress, assistant inspector-
general ; Major [Clinton H.] Meneely, aide-de-camp ; Lieutenant
[Earl M.] Rogers, provost-marshal; Lieutenant [Edward | Carrington,
aide-de-camp; Captain [Charles H.] Ford, acting aide-de-camp; Cap-
tain [Timothy E.] Ellsworth, aide-de-camp, and Captain [Charles]
McClure, commissary of subsistence.

Colonel [John G.] Stephenson, Librarian of Congress, acted as
volunteer aide to General Meredith. He exposed himself freely on
all occasions, and rendered many valuable services.

I am much indebted, too, to Major [William] Riddle and Captains
[Craig W.] Wadsworth and [Robert W.] Mitchell (General Rey-
nolds’ aides), who kindly volunteered their services and were of great
assistance; Captain [ William H.] Wilcox, aide-de-camp, also brought
me some orders from General Howard, and rendered himself useful;
Captain Taylor, commanding General Reynolds’ escort, also reported
to me, and was well employed in various duties, particularly in
driving back stragglers at the close of the day.

Lieutenant-Colonel [James J.] Dana, assistant quartermaster, and
Lieutenant-Colonel [James M.] Sanderson, commissary of subsist-
ence, deserve mention for services rendered in their respective de-
partments.

Colonel Fairchild, Second Wisconsin, who lost an arm, is univer.
ally spoken of in the highest terms, ’
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Colonel Morrow, Twenty-fourth Michigan, who was wounded
while bringing off a regimental flag he had saved, fell into the hands
of the enemy, but escaped afterward when they retreated from Get-
tysburg. Colonel Morrow had some interesting conversations with
General Ewell, of the rebel army, in relation to the battle and its
incidents, and I obtained a statement from him on this subject, show-
ing how the fight was regarded from a rebel point of view, and the
unwilling admiration it excited.*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. DOUBLEDAY,
Magjor-General of Volunteers.

Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIAMS,
Asst. Adjutant-General, H(liqrs. Army of the Potomac.

JANUARY 2, 1864.
Major-General DOUBLEDAY,
Washington :

In answer to your letter of the 30th ultimo to Major-General Meade,
Tam instructeg by him to say that he has no objection, provided the
War Department consent thereto, to the publication of the report
heretofore presented by you of the operations of your command at.
Gettysburg, which accompanied the commanding general’s report of
that battle, and is now among the records of the Adjutant-General’s
office. But the commanding general declines sanctioning the publi-
cation of the more detailed report you state you have prepared until
he shall have had an opportunity of examining it, ang he considers
that if you have a report designed to take the place of that formerly
rendered by you, the same should be transmifted to him, to be for-
warded to the War Department, with such observations, if any, as he
may desire to offer in connection with it.

Very respectfully, &ec.,
A. A. HUMPHREYS.
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,
January 5, 1864.
Major-General DOUBLEDAY,
Washington :

I am directed bﬁ Major-General Meade to inform you that your
revised report of the part taken by your command at the battle of
Gettysburg has been transmitted to the Adjutant-General of the
Army, with the request that it be substituted for the report hereto-
fore rendered by you. '

I am instructed to add that the commanding general has no objec-
tion to the publication of your revised report, if the same be sanc-
tioned by the War Department. :

Very respectfully, &ec.,
S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

* See Colonel Morrow’s report, p. 272.
17 R R—VOL XXVII, PT I
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July 24.—Marched through Markham Station, and encamped 1
mile from Barbee’s Cross-Roads.
July 25.—Broke camp ; marched through Orleans, and encamped

at Warrenton.
GEO. W. ADAMS,
Capt. First Rhode Island Light Artillery, Comdg. Co. G.

Col. C. H. TOMPKINS,
Commanding Artillery Brigade.

No 243.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Oliver O. Howard, U. S, Army, commanding
Hleventh Army Corps, with congratulatory order.

HpqQrs. ELEVENTH CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
July 1, 1863—5 p. m.

GENERAL: General Reynolds attacked the enemy as soon as he
arrived, with one division, about 10.45 a. m. He moved to the front
of the town, driving in the enemy’s advance for about half a mile,
when he met with a strong force of A. P. Hill’s corps. I pushed on
as fast as I could by a parallel road; placed my corps in position on
his right. GeneraY Reynolds was killed at 11.15 a. m. "I assumed .
command of the two corps, and sent word to Slocum and Sickles to
move up. I have fought the enemy from that time till this. The
First Corps fell back, when outflanked on its left, to a stronger posi-
tior}%_when the Eleventh Corps was ordered back, also to a stronger
position.

General Hancock arrived at 4 p. m., and communicated his in-
structions. I am still holding on at this time.

Slocum is near, but will not come up to assume command.

Respectfully, 0. 0. HOWARD
T Major-General,

General MEADE.

HeADQUARTERS ELEVENTH CORPS,
July 1, 1863.

GENERAL: General Hancock’s order, in writing, to assume com-.
mand reached hereat?. At that time, General Slocum being present,
having just arrived at this point, T turned over the command to him.
This evening I have read an order stating that if General Slocum
was present he would assume command. I believe I have handled
these two corps to-day from a little past 11 until 4, when General H.
assisted me in carrying out orders which I had already issued, as well
as any of your corps commanders could have done.

Had we received re-enforcements a little sooner, the first position
assumed by General Reynolds, and held by General Doubleday till
my corps came up, might have been maintained; but the position
was not a good one, because both flanks were exposed, and a heavy
force approaching from the northern roads rendered it untenable,
being already turned, so that I was forced to retire the command to .
the position now occupied, which I regard as a very strong one.
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The above has mortified me and will disgrace me. Please inform
me frankly if you disapprove of my conduct to-day, that I may know
what to do.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Muajor-General, Commanding.
Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH CORPS,
. July 1, 1863—10 p. m.

The loss in my corps is about 3,000 killed, wounded, and missing.
Tn the two corps we have lost one piece of artillery. This position
is plenty good for a general battle unless you fear its being turned
at a considerable distance from Gettysburg.

Respectfully, 0. 0. HOWARD
' Major-Géne'r:al, C’ommanélz'ng.

Major-General BUTTERFIELD,
Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH CORPS,
July 3, 1863—R2.15 p. m.

Sir: The fire has been concentrated upon this point about an hour,
with no great effect.
The batteries on our right do not reach us, and in the center in-
variably overshoot us.
Respectfully,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Magjor-General, Commanding.

Major-General MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac.

Hpoqrs. ELEVENTH CORPS, ARMY OF THE PoTomac,
Gettysburg, Pa., July 4, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my command is sup-
glied with two days’ rations from to-morrow morning, and that two -

ays’ more are now on the road for this place. This corps is entirely
out of forage, but two days’ [supply] will reach here to-night or
early to-morrow.
 Inclosed please find a sketch, showing the position of the corps;

the First Division on the right, the Third Division in the center, and
the Second Division on the left; my right extending 300 yards east
of the Two Taverns road, connecting with the First Division of the
First Corps, and my left connecting with the First Corps. One
brigade of the Second Division is occupying the town, the skirmish-
ers connecting on the right and left with the First and Third Di-
visions, respectively. ‘
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I also inclose a rough sketch, showing the bearings of the different
roads diverging from Gettysburg. )
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. O. HOWARD,
Major-General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. S. WiLL1AMS,
Assistant Adjutant General.

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH Corps,
Near Berlin, July 18, 1863.

Sir: Having noticed in the newspapers certain statements bearing
upon the battle of Gettysburg and subsequent operations, which 1
deem calculated to convey a wrong impression to your mind, I wish
to submit a few statements.

The successful issue of the battle of Gettysburg was due mainly
to the energetic operations of our present commanding general prior
to the engagement, and to the manner in which he handled his troops
on the field. The reserves have never before during this war been
thrown in at just the right moment. In many cases when points
were just being carried by the enemy, a regiment or brigade appeared
to stop his progress and hurl him back. Moreover, I have never
seen a more hearty co-operation on the part of general officers than
since Geeneral Meade took the command.

As to not attacking the enemy prior to leaving his stronghold
beyond the Antietam, it is by no means certain that the repulse of
Gettysburg might not have been turned upon us. At any rate, the
commanding general was in favor of an immediate attack, but with
the evident difficulties in our way, the uncertainty of a success, and
the strong conviction of our besh military minds against the risk, I
must say that I think the general acted wisely. '

As to my request to make a reconnaissance on the morning of the
14th, which the papers state was refused, the facts are, that the gen-
eral had require£ me to reconnoiter the evening before, and give my
opinion as to the practicability of making a lodgment on the enemy’s
left, and his answer to my subsequent request was that the move-
ments he had already ordered would subserve the same purpose.
We have, if I may be allowed to say it, a commanding general in
whom all the officers with whom T have come in contact express
complete confidence.

I have said this much because of the censure and of the misrep-
resentations which have grown out of the escape of Lee’s army.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. O. HOWARD,
Major-General.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN,
President of the United States.

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH CORPS
August 4, 1863.
GENERAL: In addition to my former report of general staff officers
killed and wounded in the recent actions, I have to report the death
of Capt. J. J. Griffiths, aide-de-camp on my staff. He was wounded
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on the 5th of July, while on a reconnaissance with my body-guard,
and died on the 10th of the same month.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Magor-General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

HEADQUARTERS ELEVENTH CORPS,
August 31, 1863.

GENERAL: On the evening of June 30, the First Corps, with the
exception of one brigade and the supply train at Emmitsburg, was
located in the vicinity of Marsh Run, on the direct road from Em-
mitsburg to Gettysburg, and nearly midway between those towns.
The Eleventh Corps was at Emmitsburg.

Just at sunset I received a request from General Reynolds, com-
manding First Corps, to meet him at his headquarters. He then
showed me the order from your headquarters placing him in com-
mand of the First, Eleventh, and Third Corps; also the circulars of
the commanding general dated June 30, together with a confidential
communication. The purport of these papers was that a general en-
gagement was imminent, the issues involved immense, and all com-
manders urged to extraordinary exertions. General Reynolds and
I consulted together, comparing notes and information, until a late
hour. I then returned to Emmitsburg. A circular from your head-
quarters, of June 30, required corps commanders to hold their com-
mands in readiness to move at a moment’s notice.

At 3.30 a. m. July 1, orders were received from your headquarters
to move the Eleventh Corps to within supporting distance of the
First Corps, which was to move to Gettysburg. I immediately sent
an aide-de-camp to General Reynolds to receive his orders.

At 8 a. m. orders were received from him directing the corps to
march to Gettysburg. The column was at once set in motion, my
First Division, General Barlow commanding, following the First
Corps by the direct route; my Third, General Schurz, and my Sec-
ond, General Steinwehr, in the order named, taking the route by
Horner’s Mill. One battery accompanied the First Division; the
remainder of the artillery (four batteries), under command of Major
Osborn, accompanied the other two divisions. The distance by the
direct route was between 10 and 11 miles, and by the other about 13.
As soon as the corps was set in motion, I pushed on with my staff by
the direct road, and when within 2 miles of Gettysburg received word
from Greneral Reynolds, pointing out the place where I was to encamp;
but on approaching the town, heavy artillery firing was heard. For
some little time I endeavored, by sending in different directions, to
find Geeneral Reynolds, in order to report to him in person.

In the meantime I went to the top of a high building in Gettys-
burg, facing westward. I saw firing beyond Seminary Ridge and not
far from the seminary. Toward the right, masses of cavalry were
drawn up in order, to the east of the ridge and to the northeast of the
town. A portion of the First Corps, of General Wadsworth’s com-
mand, was between me and the seminary, taking position near the
_ railroad. Another division of this corps was moving by the flank
with considerable rapidity, along the ridge and in a northeasterly -
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direction. I had studied the position a few moments, when a report
reached me that General Reynolds was wounded. At first T hoped
his wound might be slight, and that he would continue to command;
but in a short time I was undeceived. His aide-de-camp, Major
[William] Riddle, brought the sad tidings of his death. This was
about 11.80 a. m. Prior to this the general had sent me orders to
move up at double-quick, for he was severely engaged.

On hearing of the death of General Reynolds, I assumed command
of the left wing, instructing Geeneral Schurz to take command of the
Eleventh Corps. After an examination of the general features of the
country, I came to the conclusion that the only tenable position for
my limited force was the ridge to the southeast of Gettysburg, now so
well known as Cemetery Ridge. The highest point at the cemetery
commanded every eminence within easy range. The slopes toward
the west and south were gradual, and could be completely swept by
artillery. To the north, the ridge was broken by a ravine running
transversely.

I at once established my headquarters near the cemetery, and on
the highest point north of the Baltimore pike. Here General Schurz
joined me before 12 m., when I instructed him to make the following
dispositions of the Eleventh Corps. Learning from General Double-
day, commanding the First Corps, that his right was hard pressed,
and receiving continued assurance that his left was safe and push-
ing the enemy back, I ordered the First and Third Divisions of the
Eleventh Corps to seize and hold a prominent height on the right of
the Cashtown road and on the prolongation of Seminary Ridge, each
division to have a battery of artillery, the other three batteries, sup-
ported by General Steinwehr’s division (Second), to be put in position
near me on Cemetery Hill,

About 12.30 [p. m.] General Buford sent me word that the enemy
was massing between the York and Harrisburg roads, to the north
of Geftysburg, some 3 or 4 miles from the town. Quite a large num-
ber of grisoners had already been taken by the First Corps. They

_reported that we were engaging Hill’s corps, or a portion of it, and
that an aide of General Longstreet had arrived, stating that he would
be up with one division in a short time. About this time the head of
column of the Eleventh Corps entered and passed through the town,
moving forward rapidly toward the position ordered.

The news of Ewell’s advance from the direction of York was con-
firmed by reports from General Schurz, General Buford, and Major
éCharles H.] Howard, my aide-de-camp, who had been sent in that

irection to reconnoiter. I therefore ordered General Schurz to halt
his command, te prevent his right flank being turned, but to push
forward a thick line of skirmishers, to seize the point first indicated,
as a relief and support to the First Corps.

Meanwhile word was sent to General Sickles, commanding Third
Corps, and General Slocum, commanding Twelfth, informing them
of the situation of affairs, with a request that General Sickles for-
ward my dispatch to General Meade. General Sickles was at that
time, about 1 p. m., near Emmitsburg, and General Slocum reported
{,)o be near Two Taverns, distant between 4 and 5 miles from Gettys-

urg.

At 2 p. m. a report of thestate of things as then existing was sent
to General Meade directly. About this time I left my chief of staff
to execute orders, and went to the First Corps. I found General
Doubleday about a quarter of a mile beyond the seminary, His
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Third Division was drawn up to his front and left, facing toward the
northwest, making a large angle with the ridge. The artillery of
this division was engaging the enemy at this time. His First Di-
vision (Wadsworth’s) was located a liftle to the right of the railroad,
and his Second Division (Robinson’s) on Wadsworth’s right. The
First Corps, in this position, made a right angle with the Eleventh
Corps, the vertex being near the Mummasburg road. The cavalry -
of General Buford was located mainly upon the flanks. After in-
specting the position of the First Corps, and examining the to-
pography of that part of the field, I returned to my former position
at the cemetery. »

About this time (2.45 p. m.) the enemy showed himself in force in
front of the Eleventh Corps. His batteries could be distinctly seen
on 3 prominent slope between the Mummasburg and the Harrisburg -
roads.

From this point he opened fire upon the Eleventh Corps, and also
more or less enfilading %obinson’s givision, of the First Corps. The
batteries attached to the First and Third Divisions, Eleventh Corps,
immediately replied, and with evident effect One battery of the
enemy, a little more than a mile north from the cemetery, near the
Harrisburg road, could be distinctly seen, and as I had a battery of
3-inch rifled guns, under Wiedrich, near my position, I directed
him to fire, provided he could reach the enemy. He did so, but his
shells for the most part fell short. Soon after, complaint came that
they reached no farther than our own cavalry; however, I never
heard that any of our own men were killed or wounded by this fire.
The reason of thisirregularity was the poor quality of the ammunition
there used. Subsequently these guns did most excellent service.

I'now sent again to General Slocum, stating that my right flank
was attacked, and asking him if he was moving up, and stating that
I was in danger of being turned and driven back. Before this, my
aide-de-camp, Captain [EEdward P.] Pearson, had been sent to Gen-
eral Sickles, requesting him to move up to Gettysburg as ra}}l)id}iy
as possible. Owing to difficulty in finding General Sickles’ head-
quarters, this message was not delivered until 3.30 p. m.

At 3.20 p. m. the enemy renewed his attack upon the First Corps,
hotly pressing the First and Second Divisions. Karnest requests
were made upon me for re-enforcements, and Gteneral Schurz, who
was engaged with a force of the enemy much larger than his own,
asked for a brigade to be placed en échelon on his right. I had then
only two small brigades in reserve, and had already located three
regiments from these in the edge of the town and to the north, and
1 felt sure that I must hold the point where I was as an ultimate re-
sort. Therefore I at first replied that I could not spare any troops,
but did afterward permit General Steinwehr to push out Colonel
Coster’s brigade beyond the town, to cover the retreat. General
Buford was requested to support the center, near the right of the
First Corps, as well as he could with his cavalry. A third battery
was sent to the front, and put in position near the Third Division,
Eleventh Corps.

At 3.45 [p. m.] Generals Doubleday and Wadsworth besought me
for re-enforcements. I directed General Schurz, if he could spare
one regiment or more, to send it to re-enforce General Wadsworth,
and several times senf urgent requests to General Slocum to come to
my assistance. To every application for re-enforcements, I replied,
“H 1d out, if possible, awhile longer, for I am expecting General
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~ Slocum every moment.” At this time General Doubleday’s left was

turned, and troops of the enemy appeared far outflanking him, and
the enemy were also extending beyond my right flank.

About 4 p. m. I sent word to General Doubleday that, if he could
not hold out longer, he must fall back, fighting, to Cemetery Hill and
on the left of the Baltimore pike; also a request to General Buford
to make a show of force opposite the enemy’s right, which he imme-

ﬁed Major Howard, my aide-de-camp, to
General Slocum, to inform him of the state of affairs, requesting him
to send one of his divisions to the left, the other to the right, of Get-
tysburg, and that he would come in person to Cemetery Hill. He
met the general on the Baltimore pike, about a mile from Gettys-
burg, who replied that he had already ordered a division to fhe
right, and that he would send another to cover the left, as requested,
but that he did not wish to come up in person to the front and take
the responsibility of that fight. In justiceto General Slocum, I desire
to say that he afterward expressed the opinion that it was against
the wish of the commanding general to bring on a general engage-
ment at that point. v

At 4.10 p. m., finding that I could hold out no longer, and that the
troops were already giving way, I sent a positive order to the com-
manders of the First and Eleventh Corps to fall back gradually, dis-

uting every inch of ground, and to form near my position, the
%leventh Corps on the right and the First Corps on the left of the
Baltimore pike. General Steinwehi’s division, of the Eleventh
Corps, and the batteries which he was supporting, were so disposed
as to check the enemy attempting to come through the town, or to
approach upon the right or.left of Gettysburg. The movement or-
dered was executed, though with considerable confusion, on aceount
of the First and Eleventh Corps coming together in the town.

At 4.30 p. m. the columns reached Cemetery Hill, the enemy press-
ing hard. He made a single attempt to turn our right, ascending
the slope northeast of Gettysburg, but his line was instantly broken
by Wiedrich’s battery, in position on the heights. ’

General Hancock came to me about this time, and said General
Meade had sent him on hearing the state of affairs; that he had given
him his instructions while under the impression that he was my
senior. We agreed at once that that was no time for talking, and
that General Hancock should further arrange the troops, and place
the batteries upon the left of the Baltimore pike, while I shouldptake
the right of the same. In a very short time we put the troops in
position, as I had previously directed, excepting that General Wads-
worth’s division was sent to occupy a height to the right and rear of

' our position. In passing through the town we lost many prisoners,

but the enemy, perceiving the strength of our position on the heights,
made no further attempts to renew the engagement that evening.
About 7 p. m. Generals Slocum and Sickles arrived at the cemetery.
A formal order was at the same time put into my hands, placing Gen-
eral Hancock in command of the left wing. But General Slocum
being present, and senior, I turned the command over to him, and
resumed the direct command of the Eleventh Corps; whereupon
General Hancock repaired to the headquarters of General Meade.
The eventful day was over. The First and Eleventh Corps, num-
bering less than 18,000 men, nobly aided by Buford’s division of cav-
alry, had engaged and held in check nearly double their numbers
from 10 in the morning until 7 in the evening. They gave way, it is
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true, after hard fighting, yet they secured and held the remarkable
position which, under the able generalship of the commander of this
army, contributed to the grand results of July 2 and 3. B

This day’s battle cost us many valuable lives. Maj or-Geeneral Rey-
nolds, a noble commander and long a personal friend, fell early in
the action. Lieut. B. Wilkeson, a young officer of exceeding prom-
ise, was mortally wounded while in command of Battery &, Fourth
U. 8. Arxtillery. Brigadier-Grenerals Barlow and Paul were severely
wounded. For mention of other distinguished officers killed or-
wounded, I would refer to reports of corps, division, and brigade
commanders. '

Major Osborn, commanding artillery of Eleventh Corps, reports
that his artillery dismounted five of the enemy’s guns, which were
left on the field. He lost one of his own, which had been dismounted
in the action. :

I am conscious of an inability to do justice to the operations of the
Tirst Corps, never having received a single report from it. Doubt-
less the general commanding it gives directly and in full sufficient
data to enable the commanding general to appreciate its noble be-
havior as well as its terrible sacrifices.

On the morning of July 2, about 3 a. m., the commanding general,
who had previously arrived, met me at the cemetery gate, questioned
me about the preceding day, and rode with me over the position then
held by our troops. I expressed my opinion strongly in favor of the

osition. The general replied that he was glad to hear me speak thus,

or it was too late to leave it. The Eleventh Corps was disposed
with its center near the Baltimore pike—the First Division, General
Ames, on the right; Third Division, Geeneral Schurz, in the center,
and the Second Division, General Steinwehr, on the left. The bat-
teries of the First and Eleventh Corps were united, being put in
position with regard to the kind of gun. Colonel Wainwright, chief
of artillery First Corps, took charge of all batteries to the right of the
pike; Major Osborn, of the Eleventh, all batteries in the cemetery
grounds to the left of the pike.

Very little occurred while the other corps were coming into posi-
tion until about 4 p. m. Just before this, orders had been issued to
the division commanders to make ready for battle, as the enemy were
reported advancing on our left. Now the enemy opened from some

" dozen batteries to our right and front, bringing a concentrated fire
upon our position. The batteries of Wainwright and Osborn re-
plied with great spirit. Artillery projectiles often struck among
the men, but in no case did a regiment break, though suffering con-
siderably.

About 6.30 p. m. I sent word to General Meade that the enemy’s
batteries on our extreme right had been silenced or withdrawn.
After the cannonading had ceased, and the enemy’s infantry attack
upon the left had been repulsed, another attack, said to be by Rodes’
division, commenced between 7 and 8 p. m., beginning between Gen-
erals Slocum and Wadsworth, and extending along the front of
Ames to the town of Gettysburg. A brigade of General Schurz’s
division was ordered to support General Ames. Another brigade of
General Schurz pushed to the support of General Wadsworth, upon
his right. Afterward General Greene, of the Twelfth Corps, came
and thanked me for the good service done by this brigade. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel [ August] Otto, of Geeneral Schurz’s staff, present with
with it, was highly commended. :

45 R R—VOL XXVII, PT I



706 N. C., VA,, W. VA, MD., PA., ETC. [CHAP. XXXIX.

The attack was so sudden and violent that the infantry in front
of Ames was giving way. In fact, at one moment the enemy had
got within the batteries. A request for assistance had already gone
to headquarters, so that promptly a brigade of the Second Corps,
under Colonel Carroll, moved to Ames’ right, deployed, and went
into position just in time to check the enemy’s advance. At Wied-
rich’s battery, General Ames, by extraordinary exertions, arrested a
panic, and the men with sponge-staffs and bayonets forced the en-
emy back. At this time he received support from General Schurz.
Effective assistance was also rendered at this time by a portion of
General Steinwehr’s command at points where the enemy was break-
ing through. This furious onset was met and withstood at every
point, and lasted less than an hour.

At 9.30 p. m. the old position was resumed by the regiments of
my corps, Colonel Carroll remaining between Amesand Wadsworth.
Lest another attack should be made, Ames’ position was further
strengthened by the One hundred and sixth Pennsylvania Regiment,
from the Second Corps. At the moment my left was weakened, as
also at other times during the engagements, General Newton was
ready with re-enforcements from the First Corps.

July 3, at 5 a. m., heavy infantry firing commenced on the right.
It continued with more or less severity until after 10 a. m. Neither
the artillery nor infantry of the Eleventh Corps were much engaged.
Occasionally an attempt was made by the enemy to put batteries in
position, and some shots were fired. He always received a prompt
reply from our batteries, and failed to receive any advantage.

Atabout 1 p. m. a terrific cannonade opened upon us from the west,
northwest, north, and northeast, hurling into the cemetery grounds
missiles of every description. Shells burst in the air, in the ground
_ to the right and left, killing horses, exploding caissons, overturning
torabstones, and smashing fences. There was no place of safety.
In one regiment 27 were killed and wounded by one shell, and yet
the regiments of this corps did not move excepting when ordered.

At 2.30 p. m. we ceased our artillery fire. Soon after, the enemy’s
artillery also ceased, when a line of his infantry appeared, emerging
from the woods upon Seminary Ridge, his left nearly opposite our
. front, and the line extending far to'the left. Our batteries again
' opened fire, using shells at first. The gaps made by them seemed to
have no effect in checking the onward progress of the enemy. Still
his line advanced steadily, gaining ground gradually toward his right.
‘When near our line of skirmishers, the batteries opened upon them
with grape and canister from the hill. The infantry also commenced
firing. The enemy’s lines were broken, and the plain in our front was
covered with fugitives running in every direction. Colonel Smith’s
brigade, of General Steinwehr’s division, was pushed to the left and
~ front, to the support of the First Corps, moving forward. Af this
time great numbers of prisoners were taken, in which this portion of
the Second Division bore a part. '

This was the last attack made by the enemy at the battle of Get-
tysburg. During the night he withdrew his entire force to and be-
yond Seminary Ridge.

Were I to accord praise to individuals, I would hardly know where
to begin or where to end. I noticed Generals Schurz, Steinwehr,
Schimmelfennig, and Ames; Colonels Orland Smith, Coster, Krzyza-
nowski, and von Gilsa, commanding brigades; also Major Osborn,
commanding the artillery, and his battery commanders, and com-
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mend them for bravery, faithfulness, and efficiency in the discharge
of duty.

I Waz highly gratified at the conduct and effectiveness of the artil-
lery under Major Osborn. ~His report shows that he had three bat-
teries at least sent to him from the Artillery Reserve besides his own.
No officer could work harder or do better than he did during the batle.

I have mentioned General Barlow, who was so severely wounded
the first day. General Schurz commends him highly for coolness
and bravery on thé field. ' )

My inspector-general, acting chief of staff, my adjutant-general,
my quartermaster, my chief commissary, and my aides, all were as
brave and efficient as they could possibly be.

We all mourn the death of one specially beloved, Capt. J. J. Grif-
fiths, aide-de-camp, who lived through the battle, but was mortally
wounded during the reconnaissance of the Sunday following.

Every staff officer, in fact every officer and soldier who remained
with his command, was almost constantly exposed to death or wounds
during those three memorable days. My gratitude is so much due to
them all that it seems almost invidious to particularize.

I wish to testify in this regort to the hearty co-operation and gen- -
erous support that I received from my associate corps commanders.

The grand results of the battle of Gettysburg are destined to be-
stow deserved and lasting honor upon the general commanding, and
with him every true officer and brave man will claim a share; and
yet no candid mind can review those scenes of horror, and doubt, and
ultimate joy without feeling constrained to acknowledge the Divine
hand which controlled and directed the storm.

Respectfully, .

0. O. HOWARD,
Magjor-General.

Brig. Gen. S. WILLIAMS,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Hdqrs. Army of the Potomac.

Hpors. ELEVENTH CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
September 9, 1863.

GENERAL: On the morning of June 28, my corps was located in
the Middletown Valley, Md., two divisions near Middletown and one
holding Boonsborough Gap. :

About 2 p. m. an order was received to marchto Frederick. Head
of column Feft Middletown at 3 p. m., and arrived in camp north of
Frederick, near Wormer’s Mill, at 8 p. m. The entire corps, includ-
ing train, was in camp by midnight.

At 11.30 p. m. the order came relieving General Hooker, and as-
signing General Meade to the command of the army; also the order
of march for the following day. The Firstand Eleventh Corps were
to march to Emmitsburg ; the Eleventh to leave the turnpike to its
left, marching by Creagerstown. The day was rainy, the roads
heavy, and the march wearisome, yet the troops were in camp at
Emmitsburg by 7 p. m., having made about 20 miles.

At 8.30 a. m. June 30, an order was received from headquartersto
take position on the north side of Emmitsburg. The enemy was
reported advancing on Gettysburg from Chambersburg. The First
Corps, General Reynolds commanding, was moved to a position half
way between Emmitsburg and Gettysburg, on Marsh Run. In case
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No. 253.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Carl Schurz, U. S. Army, commanding Third
Division.

HeADQUARTERS THIRD DivisioN, ELEVENTH CORPS,
- ’ August 20, 1863.

GENERAL: On the part taken by my command in the battle of
Gettysburg, T have the honor to report as follows:

On July 1, at 7 a. m., the Third Division left its camp, near Saint
Joseph’s gollege, at Emmitsburg, with orders to march to Gettysburg
by way of Horner’s Mills. :

About 10.30 o’clock, when my division had just passed the latter
~ place, I received, through one of your aides, the order to hurry for-
ward my command as fast as possible, as the First Corps was engaged
with the enemy in the neighborhood of Gettysburg. Leaving the
command of the division in General Schimmelfennig’s hand, 1 has-
tened to the front, where I ar.ived about 11.30 o’clock, finding you
upon an eminence east of the cemetery of Gettysburg, from which
we overlooked the field of battle. You informed me that General
Reynolds had just been killed; that you were in command of the
whole, and that you had to turn over the Eleventh Corps to me.

I saw the First Corps engaged in a lively fight on the ridge north-
west of Gettysburg. A dispatch from General Wadsworth informed
us that he was advancing; that the forces before him were apparently
not very strong, and that he thought, although he had no clear evi-
dence of it, that the enemy was making a movement toward his right.
The right of the First Corps seemed to extend across the Cashtown
road and the railroad northeast of it. It was at the time difficult to
see how far the ground was in our possession. Of the enemy we saw
but little, and had no means of forming a just estimate of his strength.
Either the enemy was before us in small force, and then we had to
push him with all possible vigor, or he had the principal part of his
army there, and then we had to establish ourselves in a position which
would enable us to maintain ourselves until the arrival of re-enforce-
ments. Either of these cases being possible, provision was to be made
for both. Accordingly you ordered me to take the Third and First
Divisions of the Bleventh Corps through the town, and to endeavor
to gain possession of the eastern prolongation of the ridge then partly
held by the First Corps, while you intended to establish the Second
Division and the artillery, excepting the batteries attached to the
First and Third Divisions, on Cemetery Hill and the eminence east
of it as a reserve.

The Third Division arrived at — o’clock, at double-quick; the
weather was sultry, and the troops, who had marched several hours
without halting a single time, much out of breath. I ordered Gen-
eral Schimmelfennig, to whom I turned over the command of the
Third Division, to advance briskly through the town, and to deploy
on the right of the First Corps intwolines. This order was executed
with promptness and spirit.

Shortly afterward the First Division, under General Barlow, ar-
rived by the Emmitsburg road proper, advanced through the town,
and was ordered by me to form on the right of the Third Division,
its First Brigade to connect with the Third Division west of the road
leading to Mummasburg, while T ordered the Second Brigade to be
held en échelon behind the right of the First Brigade east of the
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Mummasburg road. Each division had one battery with it. It was
about 2 p. m. when the deployment of the two divisions was accom-
plished.” The Second Division arriving shortly after; the First re-
mained with you in the position above indicated.

The engagement between the First Corps and the enemy had dur-
ing that time continued briskly, the enemy being apparently driven
to the crest of the ridge upon which the college building stands.

Hardly were the two divisions deployed a few hundred yards north
of the town, when I received an order from you to remain in the
position I then occupied, and to push my skirmishers forward as far
as possible. This was done, and our skirmishers, who became soon
engaged, especially those of the Third Division, took a considerable
number of- prisoners.

While this was going on, two of the enemy’s batteries, placed on
a hillside opposite the Third Division, one above the other, opened
upon us, fanking the First Corps. Captain Dilger, whose battery
was attached to the Third Division, replied promptly, dismounting -
in a short time four of the enemy’s pieces, and driving away two regi-
n};en}t;slfvhich were on a line with the enemy’s artillery at the foot of
the hill.

In the meantime the firing near my extreme left seemed to increase
in volume, and, leaving the point I had selected for myself and staff,
on the Mummasburg road, I rode over toward the left, in order to see
what was going on.” The right of the First Corps seemed to be en-
gaged in a very severe struggle. The enemy was evidently pressing
upon that point. At the same time signs were apparent of an ad-
vance of the enemy upon my line, especially the right. The enemy
was evidently stronger thag he had been at the commencement of the
battle, and the probability was that re-enforcements were still arriv-
ing. Feeling much anxiety about my right, which was liable to be
turned if any of the enemy’s forces were advancing by the Heidlers-
burg road, I dispatched one of my aides to you, with the request to
have one brigade of the Second Division placed upon the north side

, of the town, near the railroad depot, as an échelon to the First Divis-
. lon. My intention was to have that brigade in readiness to charge

J———

upon any force the enemy might move around my right.

After having taken the necessary observations on my extreme left,
I returned to the Mummasburg road, where I discovered that General
Barlow had moved forward his whole line, thus losing on his left the
connection with the Third Division; moreover, the Second Brigade,
of the First Division, had been taken out of its position en échelon
behind the right of the First Brigade. Iimmediately gave orders to
re-establish the connection by advancing the right wing of the Third
Division, and hurried off- aige after aide to look after the brigade of
the Second Division which I had requested you to send me for the
protection of my right and rear, but it had not yet arrived.

Suddenly the enemy opened upon the First Division from two bat-
teries placed near the Harrisburg road, completely enfilading General
Barlow’s line. This fire, replied to by our batteries, produced but
little effect upon our men. Soon afterward, however, about 3 o’clock,
before the forward movement of the First Division could be arrested
by my orders, the enemy appeared in our front with heavy masses of
infantry, his line extending far beyond our right. It was now clear
that the two small divisions under my command, numbering hardly
over 6,000 effective men.when going into battle, had a whole corps of
the rebel army to contend against.
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The simultaneous appearance of the enemy’s battalions on so long
a line led me to believe that they had been lying in position for some
time behind the woods in our front, fully prepared for us, and that it
was their intention, while entangling us in a fight where we were, to
throw their left wing around our right, and thus to cut us off from
the town. A movement to the rear became at once necessary, but
before any orders to that effect could be transmitted, my whole line
was engaged, and the Second Brigade, First Division, whose flank
had been most exposed in consequence of the advance, fell back in
considerable disorder. Unfortunately, General Barlow, whohad been
directing the movements of his troops with the most praiseworthy
coolness and intrepidity, unmindful of the shower of bullets around,
was severely wounded, and had to be carried off the battle-field. The
command of the First Division devolved upon General Ames.

It was now of the highest importance to hold the Middletown and
Mummasburg roads. Had the brigade of the Second Division been
then at the appointed place, I would have ordered it tocharge upon
the flanking columns of the enemy, taking them in flank and rear;
but that brigade not being there, all I could do was to endeavor to
rally the Second Brigade, of the First Division, and to hold the
ground west of those roads until the other brigades could be taken
back. The enemy, however, pressing on with great vigor, that bri-
gade could be rallied only in part,and the First Brigade, of the First
Division, finding its right flank uncovered, was forced back also, not,
however, without hotly contesting every inch of ground.

At that moment it was reported to me that the right wing of the
First Corps had been pressed back, and one of Major-General Double-
day’s aides brought me a request for a few regiments to be sent over
to its assistance, which it was, under the circumstances, impossible
for me to do. I received also a report from the Third Division, stat-
ing that it was flanked on the left. At the same time youv order
reached me to withdraw to the south side of the town, and to occupy
the position on and near Cemetery Hill previously chosen by you.

While I was doing my utmost, assisted by the officers of my staff,
to rally what was within my reach of the First Division, in order to

_check the enemy’s advance upon my right and to hold the entrance
" of the town, the First Brigade, of the Second Division, under Colo-
* nel Coster, at last made its appearance. I led it out of the town, and
« ordered it to deploy on the right of the junction of theroads near the
* railroad depot, which the enemy was fast approaching. It was now
" too late for executing the offensive movement upon the enemy’s left
flank, which I had originally contemplated, and which might have
been made to great advantage ten minutes before, but the brigade,
jussisted by a battery, succee%ed, at all events, in checking the enemy
{ong enough to permit the First Division to enter the town without
being seriously.molested on its retreat. The Third Division had
meanwhile to sustain a furious attack. According to orders, it fell
back toward the town in good order, contesting the ground step by
_step with the greatest firmness.

In this part of the action, which was almost a hand-to-hand strug-
gle, officers and men showed the highest courage and determination.
Our loss was extremely severe. The Second Brigade, Third Division,
lost all its regimental commanders; several regiments nearly half
their number in killed and wounded. Being flanked right and left,
the situation of that division was most trying.

The retreat through the town, protected by part of our artillery,
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was effected as well as could be expected under such circumstances,
the streets being filled with vehicles of every description and overrun
with men of the First Corps. A considerable number of men, who
became entangled in cross streets and alleys, were taken prisoners by
the enemy, who entered the town immediately after us. General
Schimmelfennig fell in this way into the hands of rebel skirmishers,
but succeeded in hiding himseﬁc until, on July 4, we retook posses-
sion of Gettysburg.

It was after 5 o’clock when the Eleventh Corps occupied the posi-
tion on Cemetery Hill; the Second Division behind the stone walls
inclosing the cemetery on the west side; the Third Division immedi-
ately opposite the town, and the First Division on the right. The
group of houses nearest the cemetery were occupied by our skirmish-
ers. The enemy did not undertake to attack that position, and the
corps remained in it undisturbed until the enemy resumed the attack
on July 2.

I am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. SCHURZ,
Major-General.
Maj. Gen. O. O. HOWARD,
Commanding Eleventh Corps.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DivisioN, ELEVENTH CORPS,
August 20, 1863.

GENERAL : On the part taken by my division in the actions of July
2 and 3, I have the honor to submit the following report :

By the losses sustained in the battle of July 1, the Third Division
was reduced to an effective force of about 1,500 men. Alargenumber
of officers were killed, wounded, or missing, many regiments being
under the command of captains. Genera% Schimmelfennig being
still in his hiding place within the lines of the enemy, Colonel von
Argsberg, of the Forty-fifth New York, commanded my First Bri-
gade.

The position of the Third Division was behind the stone walls in-
closing the cemetery on the northwest side, an orchard separating it
from the first houses of the town. I had five regiments deployed in
the first line, five in column in the second, connecting on my left with
the Second Division, and on my right with the First. My skirmishers
were from 300 t6 500 yards in front, and a detachment in a group of"
houses near the cemetery.

The enemy made no attack in the forenoon of July 2. We observed
his artillery moving on the ridges west, north, and east of Gettys-
burg, and taking position.

About 4 p. m. the enemy opened upon us from his batteries, the
artillery on Cemetery Hill replying with great spirit. The fire con-
tinued for about two hours. Although the cannonade was fearful and
many projectiles fell into our battalions, not a man belonging to the
Third Division, unless wounded, left the ranks. After the cessation
of the cannonade, the enemy made a heavy attack upon the left wing
of the army, which resulted in a complete repulse.

Between 6 and 7 p. m. the enemy made a demonstration upon our
right wing. As soon as the firing commenced, you ordered me to send
one of my brigades to the support of General Ames, commanding
the First Division. I took the First Brigade, Colonel von Amsberg
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commanding, out of its position, filling its place behind the stone
wall with the reserve regiments of the Second Brigade. One of the
five regiments of the First Brigade (Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania) .
was left with Greneral Ames to strengthen his right wing. The re-
maining four were directed toward a strip of woods on the right of
the First Division, in which the firing had become very heavy, and
where, according to the reports of some staff officers of the First
Corps, immediate aid was needed. Two regiments (the One hundred
and fifty-seventh New York and the Sixty-first Ohio) were guided by
one of these officers, while two others (the Eighty-second Illinois and
Forty-fifth New York) were led b the chief of my staff, Lieutenant-
Colonel Otto, of the Fifty-eighth New York. Tt had meanwhile
become quite dark, the direction of the fight being indicated by
nothing but the sound of the musketry. The regiments entered the
woods with the greatest determination, and drove the enemy from
our rifle-pits, of which at several points he had already gained pos-
session.

It is my pleasant duty to mention as especially deserving, the names
of Lieutenant-Colonel Otto, who superintended this o eration with
great judgment and courage, and of Lieutenant-Colonel Salomon, of
the Eighty-second Illinois, who displayed the highest order of cool-
ness and determination under very trying circumstances.

‘At 9 o’clock the enemy was repulsed at that point, and no further
demonstration made. While this was going on, between 8 and 9 p. m.,
we suddenly heard a rapid musketry fire on the eminence immedi-
ately east of the cemetery, where Captain Wiedrich’s battery stood.
You ordered me to take two regiments across the road to the aid of
that battery. This order was executed by two regiments of the Sec-
ond Brigade, the One hundred and nineteenth and Fifty-eighth New
York, headed by Colonel Krzyzanowski, commanding Second Bri-
gade. I at once hastened with my whole staff toward the threatened
point, driving back stragglers with our swords as we went. To my
great surprise, we found a general mélée in the battery itself, the
enemy’s infantry having already gotten possession of some of the
guns. The cannoneers were defending themselves valiantly. Our
infantry made a vigorous rush upon the intruders, and, after a short
but very spirited hand-to-hand fight, succeeded in driving them
down the hill.

I cannot refrain from speaking of the conduct of the officers and
men on that occasion with the greatest satisfaction.

The regiments, thus scattered among other commands, were with-
drawn during the night, and returned to their former positions.

In the action of July 3, no part of my command but mfy skirmish-
ers was engaged. During the memorable cannonade of the after-
noon, my men behaved with the same firmness which they had exhib-
ited on the preceding day.

At daybreak on July 4, the Fifty-eighth New York, under com-
mand of Lieutenant-Co{onel Otto, entered the town of Gettysburg,
the enemy having retreated, and took over 280 prisoners, among
whom were several commissioned officers.

At 8 a. m. Colonel Krzyzanowski, with the One hundred and nine-
teenth New York and the Twenty-sixth Wisconsin, made a recon-
naissance toward the ridge opposite our right, and took 47 additional
prisoners. He was called back without having found the enemy.

On the 5th, we marched to Emmitsburg.

A report exhibiting the heavy losses my division suffered in the



732 N. C., VA., W. VA,, MD., PA., ETC. [CrAP. XXXIX.

three days’ battle has already been submitted to you.* It bears
ample testimony that my men in that battle fought with bravery,
and never yielded without necessity.
I am, general, most respectfully, yours,
C. SCHURYZ,
Magor-General, Commanding Third Division.

Major-General HOWARD,
Commanding Eleventh Corps.

No. 254,

Report of Brig. Gen. Hector Tyndale, U. S. Army, commanding
Iirst Brigade.

HDQRS. First Brig., THIRD D1iv., ELEVENTH ARMY CORPS,
Warrenton Junction, Va., July 29, 1863.

Pursuant to instructions from division headquarters, I have the
honor to report that I assumed the command of this brigade on July
13, at Funkstown, Md.; that on July 14 the brigade took up the line
of march for Williamsport, and arrived there on the afternoon of
the same day.

The following day returned, and reached Middletown in the even-
ing, where we encamped.

On_the morning of July 16, resumed the march, and encamped
near Berlin, on the Potomac River.

On the morning of July 19, crossed the Potomac, and encamped on
Goose Creek, near Leesburg, Va.

The following day marched to and encamped at Mountville.

On July 23, left Mountville, marched to and encamped at New
Baltimore; from thence, the brigade marched to and arrived at War-
renton Junction on July 25.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
HECTOR TYNDALE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Capt. F. TIEDEMANN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

No. 255.
Report of Col. Frederick Hecker, Eighty-second 1llinots Infantry.

Hp@rs. EiGHTY-sECOND REGT. ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS,
August 21, 1863.

Sir: In compliance with the circular from headquarters First Bri-
gade, August 20, 1863, requiring regimental reports of the battle of
Gettysburg, inclusive of the operations from June 28 untii the ar-
rival of the Army of the Potomac at camp near Warrenton Junction,
I have to report as follows: :

At 3 p. m. on June 28, the regiment commenced its march from

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 183.
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the honor to report that one light 12-pounder gun was captured from
this corps on July 1, at Gettysburg. ~ No guns were captured by this
corps.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. SCHURZ,
Major-General, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. S. WiLLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. 11TH CORPS, ARMY OF Potomac,
No. 18. Near Boonsborough, Md., July 10, 1863.

The general again thanks his command for what has been done
during the last month. You have now met the enemy, and feel con-
scious that you have done your duty.

On the 1st day of July, with the First Corps and Buford’s division
of cavalry, you held double your numbers in check from 12 m. until
night, and thus opened the way for the victory that followed.

On the 2d, you held an important position during the cannonade,
and repulsed the enemy when already within your batteries and
breaking through your lines.

On the 3d, the same post was strongly held under the severest can-
nonade of the war. Our batteries, aided by our infantry, contributed
a full share to the repulse of the enemy’s last attempt to drive the
army from its position.

The Eleventh Corps, as a corps, has done well—well in marching,
well in fighting; the sacrifices it has made shall not be forgotten.
In the retrospect, your general feels satisfied. Now, we must make
one more effort. Let there be no wavering, no doubt. Our cause

is right and our success sure.
: 0. O. HOWARD,
Major-General, Commanding.

No. 244,

Report of Brig. Gen. Adelbert Ames, U. S. Army, commanding
Second Brigade and First Division.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, FIRsT DIvIsION,
Camp near Warrenton Junction, Va., July 28, 1863.

CoLoNEL: 1 have the honor to submit the following report of the
~ action of the troops under my command at the battle of ettysburg:

Early in the morning of July 1, my brigade left Emmitsburg, Md.,
and immediately upon its arrival at Gettysburg, Pa., it was pushed
through the town and took a position near the pike leading toward
Harrisburg. My brigade was ordered to a number of different posi-
tions, and finally it formed in rear of some woods, near a small stream
some half a mile from town. From this position we were driven,
the men of the First Brigade of this division running through lines
of the regiments of my brigade (the Second), and thereby creating
considerable confusion.

At this time General Barlow was wounded, and the command of
the division devolved upon me. The whole division was falling back
with little or no regularity, regimental organizations having become
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destroyed. An order was received from General Schurz, or one of
his staff, to occupy the outskirts of the town, but soon after the
order came to fall back through it. In this movement many of our
men were taken prisoners. The hill in rear of the town was occu-
pied after passing through the town, and in this position the divis-
1on remained during the two following days, the 2d and 3d.

On the evening of the 2d, an attempt was made to carry the posi-
tion we held, but the enemy was repulsed with loss. Colonel Carroll,
with a brigade from the Second Corps, rendered timely assistance.
The batteries behaved admirably.

I discharge a duty in calling attention to officers whose conduct is
deserving the highest praise. Capt. J. M. Brown, my assistant ad-
jutant-general, rendered most valuable services during the three days’
fighting. With great coolnessand energy heably seconded my efforts
in repelling the assault made by the enemy on the evening of the 2d.

Colonel Harris, of the Seventy-fifth Ohio Volunteers, took com-
mand of the Second Brigade soon after I assumed command of the
givision. With courage, he displayed ability in the discharge of his

uties. : ' )

The adjutant of the One hundred and seventh Ohio Volunteers,
Lieutenant Young, attracted my attention by his coolness and

bravery.
Iyam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. AMES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Second Brigade.

Col. T. A. MEYSENBURG,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Eleventh Corps.

No. 245.

Report of Lieut. Col. Detleo von Einsiedel, Forty-first New York
Infantry, First Brigade.

, —— —, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the Regi-
ment DeKalb, Forty-first New York Volunteer Infantry, in relation
to the battle of July 1, 2, 3, and 4, near Gettysburg, Pa.:

The regiment, consisting of 14 commissioned officers, 187 file, and
17 musicians, under command of Lieut. Col. Detleo von Einsiedel,
arrived, coming from Emmitsburg, at about 10 o’clock in the even-
ing of July 1, at the cemetery near Gtettysburg, and bivouacked on
the field behind a square stone fence, about 1 mile from Gettysburg,
to the right of the road leading from Baltimore to Gettysburg.

On July 2, at 4 a. m., six companies took position on the stone
fence, with the front to Gettysburg. One company took position on
the right of the square, and two companies were detached to the front
as skirmishers.

At 2 p. m. the regiment was assembled; moved, by order of Col.
Leopold von Gilsa, commanding First Brigade, to the front of the
two batteries which were posted on a little hill, on the right of the
Baltimore and Gettysburg road, near the cemetery. The regiment
had instructions to support the One hundred and fifty-third Regi-
ment Pennsylvania Volunteers in case of an attack from the front
(Gettysburg). In this position the regiment remained undcr the
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From such a record I may be spared from making what seems the
usual commonplace remark, ‘“that both officers and men behaved
well.” No such record as here made can be shown excepting by a
cool indifference to danger and long continued and stubborn resist-
ance, resulting from hard-earned experience and thorough discipline.

I desire to call the attention of the general commanding to Lieut.
Henry B. Harshaw, acting adjutant, for his ready and active assist-
ance on several occasions during the trials of the day. Also to Cor-
Eoral [Rasselas] Davidson, of Company H, and Corpl. Paul V. Bris-

ois, of Company G, for gallantly seizing (one the State, the other
the National) colors of the regiment, after their respective bearers
had been shot down in a storm of bullets, and carrying them undis-
mayed throughout the remainder of the battle, and bearing them in

safety and in triumph off the field.
JNO. MANSFIELD,

Major, Commanding Regiment.
Capt. J. D. Woob, : .
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., First Div., First Corps.

No. 3s.
Reporté of Lieut. Col. Rufus R. Dawes, Sixth Wisconsin Infantry.

HpQrs. SiXxTH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEERS,
July 17, 1863.

CapTAIN: I have the honor to report as follows of the operations
of the regiment under my comman(f during the action of July 1, near
Gettysburg, Pa.: :

On the morning of July 1, as the brigade moved forward, in sup-
port of the Second Brigade of this division, to engage the enemy, I
received an order to move my command forward rapidly and form
. it on the left of the line of the brigade. Without checking from

a double-qﬁﬁck, the regiment formed into line, the men loading as -
they marched, and moved forward rapidly and steadily toward the
position assigned. )

Before reaching my position in the line of battle, I was ordered to
halt, and hold my men in reserve. At thisjuncture, the brigade guard
(? officers and 100 men, under command of First Lieut. Lloyd G. Har-
ris, of the Sixth Wisconsin), by direction of General Solomon Mere-
dith, reported to me for duty in the impending battle. I divided the
guard into two companies, placing the first on the right flank of the
regiment, under command of Second Lieut. Levi Showalter, of the
Second Wisconsin; the second on the left, under command of Lieu-
tenant Harris. I now received a second order to advance, which I
was grooeeding to execute when, b{l command of Maj. Gen. A,
Doubleday, commanding the corps, the regiment was again halted
(my left resting on the Kairfield road), and detached from the bri-
gade as a general reserve to the line of the division, now hotly en-
gaged throughout. In a very few moments I received an order from
Major-General Doubleday to move at once to the support of the right
of the line of the division (Seventy-sixth New York, Fifty-sixth
Pennsylvania, and One hundred and forty-seventh New York), which
was being forced back and outflanked by the enemy. I marched by .
the right flank double-quick toward the point indicated, Before
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reaching a position where I could be of service, the enemy had suc-
ceeded in turning the flank, and, flushed with victory, was pressing
rapidly in pursuit of our retreating line, threatening the rear of the
First Brigade éMeredith’s Iron Brigade), engaged in the woods on
the left. I filed to the right and rear, to throw my line in front of
the enemy, and moved by the left flank forward in line of battle upon
his advancing line. My men kept up a steady double-quick, never
faltering or breaking under the fire, which had become very galling.
When my line had reached a fence on the Chambersburg turnpike,
about 40 rods from the line of the enemy, I ordered a fire by file.
This checked the advance of the rebels, who took tefugein a railroad
cut (an unfinished railroad cut through the ridge west of the sem-
inary), from which they opened a murderous fire upon us. I immedi-
ately ordered the men over the fence, with a view to charging the cut.
ThelNéinety-ﬁfth New York and Fourteenth Brooklyn here joined on
my left.

My men continued firing and advancing steadily. I ran to Major
Pye, of the Ninety-fifth New York Volunteers, commanding, as I
supposed, the line on my left, and, requesting him to move forward
with me, immediately gave the order to charge. The men of the

“whole line moved forward upon a double-quick, well closed, in face
of a terribly destructive fire from the enemy. When our line reached
the edge of the cut, the rebels began throwing down their arms in
token of surrender. ’

Adjt. Ed. P. Brooks, with promptness and foresight, moved a de-
tachment of 20 men in position to enfilade the cut from the right,
when the entire regiment in my front, after some murderous skir-
mishing by the more desperate, threw down, their arms.

Maj. John A. Blair, commanding the regiment (Second Mississippi
Volunteers), upon my demand, surrendered his sword and regiment
to me. I directed him to have his men fall in without arms, and
move to the rear, in charge of Maj. John F. Hauser, of this regiment.
Major Hauser informs me that by direction of General James S.
Wadsworth, commanding division, he placed in charge of a cavalry
guard 7 officers and about 225 men. The battle-flag of the re iment
was captured before the surrender by Corpl. F. Asbury Wa ler, of
Company I,* and has been forwarded, in obedience to orders, to
army headquarters.

The loss sustained by my command in this charge was not less than
160 men killed or wounded.

After this capture of prisoners, by direction of General Wads-

“worth, I took position in a piece of woods on the right_of the rail-
road cut near the seminary, where I remained about thirty minutes
and reorganized my shatfered regiment. I was then ordered for-

“ward to occupy the next crest in front, in support of a battery on the
left of the cut I had previously charged. The enemy opened fire on
my advancing line from a battery of six guns, killing and woundin
several men. I took possession of the crest, where I remained unti
the battery had retired and the enemy had pressed back our line on
my right and left, when I moved back under cover of the railroad
cut, and, by direction of General Wadsworth, took position again in
the wood, in support of four pieces of Stewart’s battery (B, Fourth
U. S. Artillery), where I remained until ordered by General Wads-
worth to retire in good order beyond this city (Gettysburg). Faced

# A medal of honor was awarded to Corporal Waller for this service.;COMPILER.
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by the rear rank, and moved (my right near railroad embankment)
steadily back in line of battle over the open field to the city, almost
directly toward the lines of the enemy, who had completely out- -
flanked us on the Eleventh Corps front, and already gained posses-
sion of a portion of the city. There was much confusion; the streets
were crowded with retiring troops, batteries, and ambulance trains.
The men were almost prostrated with over-exertion and heat. The
rebel sharpshooters (Ewell’s troops) occupied the streets on our left,
and their lines of battle almost completely encircled the city; but
by great exertion_on the part of the officers the regiment preserved
its integrity, and the men, assembling around their colors, gave in
the streets hearty cheers for the old Sixth and the good cause. 1
moved to Cemetery Hill, and by direction of General Wadsworth, in .
open field on Culp’s Hill, reported for duty to Col. W. W. Robinson,
now commanding the brigade.

The loss of the regiment on July 1 was: Officers, 2 killed and 5
wounded; enlisted men, 27 killed, 106 wounded, and 24 missing.

The loss sustained by the brigade guard in the charge upon the
railroad cut I cannot give. Both officers commanding, Lieutenants
}%larris and Showalter, were disabled by wounds received in the
charge.

I can only say that the men of the Sixth most nobly sustained their
history in this desperate struggle. :

Capt. John TicEnor, of Company K, was instantly killed while
cheering his men on to the charge. This officer rose from the ranks,
winning his captaincy for coolness and efficiency in command of
skirmishers at South Mountain, and was distinguished for bravery
upon every battle-field of the regiment. A good officer, a brave man,
a genial, whole-souled companion, Ticknor will be sadly missed from
our circle.

Second Lieut. Orrin D: Chapman was also killed at the railroad
cut. He was in command of Company C. He had but lately been
commissioned. He was always a faithful, obedient soldier, and as an
officer brave and efficient.

The officers, without exception, behaved, as on many battle-fields
before, with devoted courage, each holding his own life and safety
of less account than the good conduct of his men and regiment. -

To Major Hauser and Adjutant Brooks I am much indebted for
assistance in maneuvering the regiment throughout the battle. I
cannot speak too highly of the bravery and efficiency in action of
each of these officers.

‘Without reflection upon other officers of the line, I feel it due to
their conspicuous bravery and good conduct that I should mention
Capt. Rollin P. Converse and Lieut. Charles P. Hyatt, of Company
B, and Lieutenant Goltermann, of Company F. Captain Converse
commanded the party who brought safely from the field and saved
from capture the gun of the Second Maine Battery that had been
abandoned to the enemy. We recaptured this piece in a charge at
the railroad cut.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: R. R. DAWES,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers.

Capt. J. D. Woop,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brig., First Div., First Corps.
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEERS,
July 4, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that the accompanying battle-flag
of the Second Mississippi Volunteers was captured by the regiment
under my command under the following circumstances :

Shortly after the opening of the action on the morning of July 1,.
the regiment was, by command of Major-General Doubleday, de-
tached from the brigade, and ordered to the support of the right of
the line of the division, which was being forced back and outflanked
bg theenemy. I movedas rapidlis\fTas possible on the advancing lines
of the enemy, joining with the Ninety-fifth New York and Four-
teenth Brooklyn on my left. A brisk fire was opened throughout
the line, which soon checked the enemy and forced him to take
refuge in a railroad cut. Iordered a charge upon thecut. The men
moved forward, well closed and upon a run. hen our line reached
the edge of the cut, the rebels ceased firing and threw down their
arms. At my demand, Major [J. A.] Blair, commanding the regi-
ment in my front, the Second Mississippi, surrendered his sword and
regiment. '

he battle-flag was taken before the surrender by Corpl. F. As-
bury Waller, of Company I, and sent to the rear in charge of Sergt.
William Evans, of Company H, who was badly wounded. The ser-
geant was taken prisoner by the enemy and held for two days in
Gettysburg; but with the assistance of some ladies of the city, whose
names I have not learned, he successfully concealed the colors, and,

finally, when the enemy retired, brought it safely to the regiment.

R. R. DAWES,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Comdg. Sixth Wisconsin Volunteers.

Capt. T. E. ELLSWORTH,
Actg. Asst. Adjutant-General, First Division, First Corps.

No. 36. .
Report of Col. Williom W. Robinson, Seventh Wisconsin Infantry.

HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH WISCONSIN VOLUNTEERS,
November 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the Seventh Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, under
my command, in the engagement at Gettysburg on July 1:

e left our camp, on the road running from Emmitsburg to Get-
tysburg, about 5 miles from the latter place, early on the morning of
ﬂZe 1st, with the brigade, the Second Wisconsin leading, the Seventh
next in column. Arrived in the vicinity of Gettysburg about 10 a.
m., when we heard firing to the left of the town, and were informed
that our cavalry were engaged with the enemy’s advance. The bri-
gade was immediately moved across the field to the left, to the point
where the cavalry were engaged, where we formed them in position
behind a grove of timber and slight elevation of land, their position
being behind and parallel to this ridge, with their skirmishers dis-
mounted and thrown forward of theridge. Just at the time we came
up, a brigade of the enemy’s infantry was advancing upon the posi-
tion. We were ordered to take position on the ridge in front of the
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My officers and men did all that could be asked of brave men. Of
the enlisted men it is but just to mention Corporal [Patrick] Burns. of
Company D, acting color-bearer, who was wounded while gallantly
waving the flag in the face of the enemy on the evening of the 2d
instant. Private [George] Nolter, of Company D, was successful in
capturing a major of the rebel army on the morning of the 4th in-
stant. ,

Of the officers wounded, Lieutenant Gordon, Company B, has
since died. A list of names of the killed and wounded is herewit
submitted.* ’ M ~

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. W. HOFMANN,
Colonel, Comdg. Fifty-sizth Pennsylvania Volunteers.

Captain KELLOGG,
A. A. A. G-, 2d Brig., 1st Div., 1st Army Corps.

No. 43.

‘ Report of Brig. Gen. John C. Robinson, U. S. Army, commanding
v Second Division.

Hbp@rs. SEcoND DivisioN, FIRsT ARMY CORPS,
July 18, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of this division in the engagements of the 1st, 2d, and 3d in-
stant :

On the morning of Wednesday, the 1st, the division marched from
Emmitsburg, bringing up the rear of the column, and when about 3
miles from Gettysburg, hearing firing in front, it was pushed rapidly
forward, and, arriving on the field, was placed, by order of the major-
general commanding First Corps, in reserve, near the seminary.
Almost immediately after taking this position, I received notice that
the enemy was advancing a heavy column of infantry on the right
of our line of battle, when I sent the Second Brigade, under Briga-
dier-General Baxter, to meet it. Orders being received at this time
to hold the seminary, the First Brigade, under Brigadier-General
Paul, was set at Worl}; to intrench the ridge on which it is situated.
I then rode to the right of the line, to superintend the operations
there. On my arrival, I found my Second Brigade so placed as to
cover our right flank, but with too great an interval between it and
the line of the First Division. I at once directed General Baxter to
change front forward on his left battalion, and to close this interval,
toward which the enemy was making his way. By the time this
change was effected, the whole front of the brigade became hotly en-
gaged, but succeeded in repulsing the attack. Theenemy, however,
soon after brought up fresh forces in increased masses, when, find-
ing the position so seriously threatened, I sent for and brought up the
First Brigade, and placed part of it in the position first occupied by
Baxter’s brigade, and the remaining battalions as a support to his
second position. The enemy now made repeated attackson the di-
vision, in all of which he was handsomely repulsed, with the loss of
three flags and about 1,000 prisoners.

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 173
19 R R—VOL XXVII, PT 1
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In one of these attacks I was deprived of the services of the veteran
commander of the First Brigade; Brigadier-General Paul, who fell,
sevexéely wounded, while gallantly directing and encouraging his com-
mand. :

The division held this position on the right—receiving and repel-
ling the fierce attacks of a greatly superior force, not only in front,
but on the flank, and, when the enemy’s ranks were broken, charg-
ing upon him and capturing his colors and men—from about noon
until nearly 5 p. m., when I received orders to withdraw. These
orders not being received until all other troops (except Stewart’s
battery) had commenced moving to the rear, the division held its
ground until outflanked right and left, and retired fighting.

From the nature of the enemy’s attacks, frequent changes were
rendered necessary, and they were made promptly under a galling
fire. No soldiers ever fought better, or inflicted severer blows upon
the enemy. When out of ammunition, their boxes were replenished
from those of their killed and wounded comrades.

The instances of distinguished gallantry are too numerous to be
embodied in this report, and I leave it to the brigade and regimental
commanders to do Justice to those under their immediate command.
Where all did so well, it is difficult to discriminate. As, however,
they came under my personal observation, I cheerfully indorse the
remarks of General Baxter in commendation of Colonel Coulter,
Eleventh Pennsylvania; Colonel Wheelock, Ninety-seventh New
York ; Colonel Lyle, Ninetieth Pennsylvania; Colonel Bates and
Lieutenant-Colonel Allen, Twelfth Massachusetts ; Lieutenant-Col-
onel Moesch, Eighty-third New York, and Major Foust, Eighty-
eighth Pennsylvania.

After the fall of General Paul, the command of the First Brigade
devolved successively upon Colonel Leonard, Thirteenth Massachu-
setts, Colonel Root, Ninety-fourth New York, and Colonel Coulter,
Eleventh Pennsylvania, aﬁfof whom were wounded while exercising
the command.

After withdrawing from this contest, T took up a position on a ridge
to the left of the cemetery, facing the Emmitsburg road, and re-
mained there until afternoon of the next day,when I was relieved by
a division of the Second Corps, and ordered to the support of the
Eleventh Corps. In the evening, I was ordered to the left of our line,
but was soon after directed to return.

On Friday morning, 3d instant, the division was massed, and held
ready to push forward to the support of the Twelfth Corps, then en-
gaged with the enemy on our right.

About noon, I was informed by the major-general commanding the
army that he anticipated an attack on the cemetery by the enemy’s
forces massed in the town, and was directed to so place my command
that if our line gave way I could attack the enemy on his flank. I
proceeded to make this change of position at the moment the enemy
commenced the terrific artillery fire of that day. Never before were .
troops so exposed to such a fire of shot and shell, and yet the move-
ment was made in perfect order and with little loss.

Later in the day, the enemy having made his attack on our left
instead of the center, I was ordered to the right of the Second
gorps, which position I held until Sunday, when the line was with-

rawn.

My thanks are due to Brigadier-Generals Baxter and Paul for the
able and zealous manner in which they handled their brigades, The
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officers of my staff were actively engaged during the whole of the
three days’ engagements. Lieutenant [Samuel M.] Morgan, acting
assistant adjutant-general ; Lieutenant &Frederick M.] Hallock,
aide-de-camp, and Lieutenants Bratton and Mead, acting aides, were
at all times distinguished for their gallantry and good conduct.
Captain [John G.] Hovey, acting assistant inspector-general, was
wounded and taken from the field early in the fight. Lieutenant
Smith, ordnance officer, was diligent in the performance of his duty,
and collected and turned in 2,251 muskets and a large number of
equipments.

It affords me pleasure to call special attention to the gallant con-
duct of one of my orderlies, Sergt. Ebenezer S. Johnson, First Maine
Cavalry, whose chevrons should be exchanged for the epaulette.
‘When we m ke officers of such men, the soldier receives his true re-
ward and the service great benefit.

This division went into battle with less than 2,500 officers and men,
and sustained a loss of 1,667, of which 124 were commissioned offi-
cers.

I transmit herewith a nominal and tabular statement of casualties,
showing the loss of each regiment.* :

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. ROBINSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

The ASSISTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
First Army Corps.

ADDENDA.

Hp@rs. SEcOND DivisioN, FIrsT ARMY CORPS,
November 15, 1863,

Maj. Gen. GEORGE G. MEADE,
Commanding Army of the Potomac:

GENERAL: I feel it is my duty to inform you of the intense morti-
fication and disappointment felt by my division in reading your re-
port of the battle of Gettysburg.

For nearly four hours on July 1 we were hotly engaged against
overwhelming numbers, repulsed repeated attacks of fhe enemy,
captured three flags and a very large number of prisoners, and were
the last to leave the field.

The division formed the right of the line of battle of the First
Corps, and during the whole time had to fight the enemy in front
and protect our right flank (the division of the Eleventh Corps being
at no time less than half a mile in rear). We went into action
-with less than 2,500 men and lost considerably more than half our
number.

We have been proud of our efforts on that day, and hoped that they
would be recognized. It is but natural we should feel disappointed
that W(la are not once referred to in the report of the commanding
general.

Trusting that you will investigate this matter and give us due
credit, I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. C. ROBINSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

* Embodied in revised statement, pp. 173, 174,

/
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probably many of the 26 may prove to have been killed, or severely
wounded, and cared for in some private house.
] FRANCIS V. RANDALL,
Colonel Thirteenth Regiment Vermont Volunteers.

Major-General NEWTON,
Commanding First Army Corps.

No. 71.

Report of Col. Charles S. Wainwright, First New York Light
Artillery, commanding Artillery Brigade, First Army Corps.

HEADQUARTERS ARTILLERY BRIGADE, FIrsT CORPS,
July 17, 1863.

GENERAL . I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by my command in the battle of Gettysburg on the 1st,
2d, and 3d instant:

On the night of June 30, the main body of the command lay about
9 miles from Emmitsburg, while the Second Maine Battery, Captain
Hall, was in position a couple of miles farther on, commanding the
bridge on the Gettysburg turnpike over Marsh Creek, having been
ordered to report to Brigadier-General Wadsworth, commanding the
advance division.

About 8 o’clock on the morning of the 1st, we received orders to
march to Gettysburg, no intimation, however, being given that we
were likely to fall in with the enemy near that place, which had
been occupied by our cavalry twenty-four hours before.

The corps marched in the following order : First Division, General
‘Wadsworth, Hall’s battery ; Third Division, General Rowley, Artil-
lery Brigade; Second Division, General Robinson; Major-Gteneral
Doubleday temporarily in command of the corps. About 4 miles
this side of Gettysburg, the Third Division took a by-road to the
left, Captain Cooper’s battery of four 3-inch guns following them.

The first intimation I received of the proximity of the enemy was
_ the sound of firing when we arrived within some 2 miles of Gettys-
burg and at about 10.30 a. m. I immediately joined General Double-
day, and by his order moved the three batteries remaining with me
across the fields toward the seminary or college. On our arrival at this
point, we learned that a portion of the advance division had been
engaged with the enemy and had been drawn in; also the death of
our commanding officer, Maj. Gen. J. F. Reynolds. Captain Hall’s
battery (Second Maine) had been in action at this point. Having
seen nothing of it myself, I insert his own report, as follows :

My battery was ordered into position by General Reynolds on the right of the
Cashtown road, some 400 yards beyond Seminary Hill, on the south and west of the
town. The enemy had previously opened a battery of six guns directly in our front,
at 1,300 yards distance, which they concentrated upon me as I went into position,
but with very little effect.

‘We opened upon this battery with shot and shell at 10.45 a. m., our first six shots
' causing the enemy to change position of two of his guns and place them under
cover behind a barn. In twenty-five minutes from the time we opened fire, a column
of the enemy’s infantry charged up a ravine on our right flank, within 60 yards of
my right piece, when they commenced shooting down my horses and wounding my

men. I ordered the right and center sections to open upon this column with can-
ister, and kept the left firing upon the enemy’s artillery. This canister fire was
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y Very effective. and broke the charge of the enemy, when, just at this moment, to my

' surprise, I saw my support falling back without any orders having been given me
to retire. Feeling that if the position was too advanced for infantry it was equally
so for artillery, I ordered the battery to retire by sections, although having no order
to do so.  The support falling back rapidly, the right section of the battery, which
T ordered to take position some 75 yards to the rear, to cover the retiring of the
other four pieces, was charged upon by the enemy’s skirmishers and 4 of the horses
from one of the guns shot. The men of the section dragged this gun off by hand.
As the last piece of the battery was comi_n% away, all its horses were shot, and I was
about to return for it myself when General Wadsworth gave me a peremptory order
to lose no time, but get my battery in position near the town, on the heights, to cover
the retiring of the troops. I sent a sergeant with 5 men after the piece, all of whom
were wounded or taken prisoners.

I had got near to the position Ihad been ordered to take, when I received another
order from General Wadsworth to bring my guns immediately back; the officer
bringing the order saying he would show me the road to take, which was the rail-
road grading leading out from town, which was swept at the time by two of the
enemy’s guns from the hills beyond, through the excavations at Seminary Hill.
Having gotten on to this road, from its construction I could not turn from it on
either side, and was obliged to advance 1,200 yards under this raking fire. Arriving
at Seminary Hill, I found no one to show me the position I was to occupy, and
placed my battery in park under cover of the hill, and went forward to see where
to take position, when I again met an aide of General Wadsworth, who ordered me
to go to the right along the woods, pass over the crest and over a ravine, and there
take position.  Obeying this order, I moved toward the right until met by an orderly,
‘who informed me I was going directly into the enemy’s lines, which were advanc-
ing from this direction. I halted my command, and rode forwar !, but before
reaching the described position was fired upon by the enemy’s skirmishers. I then
countermarched my battery, and moved to near the seminary.

Gettysburg Seminary is situated on a ridge about a quarter of a
/_mile from the town, the ridge running nearly north and south and
‘\ parallel with the Emmitsburg pike. It is crossed by the Cashtown
turnpike about 100 yards north of the seminary, and cut through b
the railroad some 40 yards farther on. The west front of the semi-
nary is shaded by a grove of large trees, and the whole top of the
ridge on both sides is more or less crowned with open woods through
Xits entire length. Beyond this ridge the ground falls gradually to
the west, and rises again into a parallel‘rif e at a distance of about
400 yards. This second ridge is wider and smoother than that on
¥ which the seminary stands, but ends about 200 yards north of where
the Cashtown pike crosses it.
~On the south side of this point is a house and large barn, with an
apple orchard and some 5 acres of wood to the south of it; the rest
of the ridge is cleared. It was around this house and wood that the
first skirmish, in which General Reynolds fell, took place.

Having massed the batteries immediately in rear of the first ridge,
I rode forward to examine the ground in front, and was met by a
member of General Doubleday’s staff, with an order to post a bat-
tery on the outer ridge, if possible. Directing Captain Reynolds to

Y move his battery of six 3-inch guns forward, I Tode up on to the

- ridge, but finding that the battery would be exposed and totally with-
out support, I withdrew it before it reached the crest. Soon after-
ward the Third Division, with Cooper’s battery, arrived and took
position along the open part of the crest, the battery being posted in
an oat-field some 350 yards south of the Cashtown road.

One brigade of the First Division had meantime reoccupied the
wood where the first engagement took place, and Geeneral Wadsworth
sent to ask for a battery, but as there was no infantry to protect its
Tight flank, and Captain Hall had greviously come so near to losing
his battery in the same position, I did not consider it safe to place a



396 N. C., VA, W. VA, MD., PA., ETC. [CrAP. XXXIX,

battery in that position until our Second Division; which was just
arriving, had taken position and I had examined the ground on the
flank, the enemy being quiet at this time. :

Finding General Robinson’s division and the Second Brigade of
the First Division occupying a wood on the west slope of Seminary
Ridge north of the railroad, and the Eleventh Corps eoming into

osition across the flat at right angles to our front, I returned to the
I()Jashtovvn road, and directed Lieutenant Stewart to report to General
Robinson with his battery, which had previously been posted some
200 yards south of the seminary, but not engaged.

Meantime General Wadsworth had ordered Captain Tidball’s horse
battery into position on the right of his First Brigade, where Cap-
tain Hall’s battery had been, and it had just commenced a sharp en-
gagement with the enemy’s battery directly in front. ~As soon as pos-
sible, I moved Reynolds’ battery up to relieve Tidball’s, but it had not
fairly gotten into position before the enemy opened a severe fire from
a second battery immediately on our right. By this cross-fire both
batteries were obliged to withdraw, Reynolds taking position again
at right angles to the ridge, so that his left was covered by the woods.
While removing his battery, Captain Reynolds received a severe
wound in the right eye, but refused for some time to leave the field.
The enemy’s battery soon after ceased firing. Receiving another re-
quest from General Wadsworth for some guns on his front, I posted
Lieutenant Wilber, with a section of Company L, First New York,
in the orchard on the south side of the Cashtown road, where he was
sheltered from the fire of the enemy’s battery on his right flank by
the intervening house and barn, and moved the remaining four pieces
around to the south side of the wood on the open crest.

Having heard incidentally some directions iiven to General Double-
day about holding Cemetery Hill, and not nowing that there was
such a place, while the seminary was called indiscriminately cemetery
and seminary, I supposed the latter was meant. I therefore directed
Captain Cooper to take a good position in front of the professor’s
house on this ridge, and sent an order to Captain Stevens, of the
Fifth Maine Battery, to occupy the position first assigned to Lieuten-
ant Stewart. Soon after this, the enemy filed in two strong columns
out of the woods, about 500 yards to our front, and marched steadily
- down to our left until they outflanked us nearly a third of a mile.
They then formed in double line of battle, and came directly up the
crest. During this movement, Battery L opened on the columns, but
the firing of Lieutenant Breck’s four guns was much interfered with
by our own infantry moving in front of his pieces. As we had no
regular line of battle on this crest, and the enemy outnumbered us
five to one, I withdrew Lieutenant Breck’s two sections when their
first line was within about 200 yards, and ordered him behind a strong
stone wall on the seminary crest. ‘

Meantime General Doubleday had removed Captain Stevens’ bat-
tery to the right of Captain Cooper’s, and Lieutenant ‘Wilber’s section
falling back with its support came into position at the same point,
thus concentrating twelve guns in so small a space that they were
hardly 5 yards apart. Lieutenant Stewart’s battery was also in posi-
tion on the same line, half the battery between the Cashtown pike
and the railroad, the other half across the railroad in the corner of a
wood.

“The enemy’s lines continued to advance steadily across the space
between the two crests, but when the first line was within about 100
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ards of the seminary, Lieutenant Davison, commanding the left
ialf of Stewart’s battery, swung his guns around on the Cashtown

ike, so as to enfilade the whole line. This, with the fire of the other
%atteries, checked them for a moment at this point, but it was only
for a moment, as their second line did not halt, but pushed on,
strongly re-enforced by a third column deploying from the Cashtown
road. An order was now received by Captain Stevens from General
Wadsworth to withdraw his battery. Not knowing that he had re-
ceived such an order, end still under the false impression as to the
importance attached to holding Seminary Hill, I directed all the bat-
teries to remain in position. A few minutes, however, showed me
our infantry rapidly retreating to the town. All the batteries were
at once limbered to the rear, and moved at a walk down the Cashtown
pike until the infantry had all left it and passed under cover of the
railroad embankment. By this time the enemy’s skirmishers had
lapped our retreating columns and opened a severe fire from behind
a paling fence running parallel to and within 50 yards of the road.
The pike being clear, the batteries now broke into a trot, but it was
too late to save everything. Lieutenant Wilber’s (Battery L, First
New York) last piece had the off wheel-horse shot, and just as he had
disengaged it, 3 more of the horses were shot down and his own horse
killed, so that it was impossible for him to bring it off. It affords
me pleasure to say that not the slightest blame can be attributed to
Lieutenant Wilber in the loss of this gun.

Three caissons belonging to Battery B, Fourth U. 8. Artillery, also
broke down before we entered the town, and the bodies had to be
abandoned. Another caisson of the same battery was struck by a
. shell and destroyed. Four officers were struck while in position on
Seminary Hill, two of them severely wounded.

The loss of the batteries during the day’s engagement was heavy,
amounting in all to 83 officers and men and about 80 horses. A large
proportion of the last were hit while passing over the short open
space between Seminary Ridge and the town, the enemy having at
that time a fire upon us from three sides, and our infantry not
replying.

The batteries passed immediately through the town along with the
- other troops, anopl were placed in position again on reaching Cemetery
Hill along with séveral of the Eleventh Corps batteries, so as to com-
mand the town and the approach from the northwest in case the
enemy should attempt to follow us through the town.

At dusk, no attack having been made, the batteries on the hill out-
side the cemetery gate were posted as follows, and light earthworks
thrown up in front of each gun to protect the men from the fire of
the enemy’s sharpshooters: Four guns of Battery B, Fourth U. S.
Artillery, across the road so as to command the approaches from the
town (two guns of this battery had been disabled by loss of pointing
rings) along the north front of the hill; four guns of Battery I, First
New York Artillery (Captain Wiedrich’s, Eleventh Corps), on the
left; next Cooper’s battery, and then Reynolds’, giving thirteen 3-inch
guns on this front, some of which could also be turned to bear upon
the town and our old position of the morning. The Fifth Maine bat-
tery was posted to the right and some 50 yards in front of this line, on
a small knoll, from whence they could obtain an oblique fire upon
the hills in front of our line as well as a flanking fire at close quar-
ters upon any attacking columns. Captain Hall’s (Second Maine) re-
maining three guns (the others had been dismounted) were in posi-
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tion on the left of the cemetery—Dby order of Major-General Howard—
where he remained during the next day’s engagement, after which he
reported to General Tyler for repairs.

July 2.—During the morning several moving columns of the
enemy were shelled at intervals, but no engagements occurred until
about 4 p. m., when they planted a battery of four 20-pounders and
six 10-pounder Parrotts in a wheat-field on our immediate front, at
about 1,300 yards, and opened the most accurate fire I have ever yet
seen from their artillery. We replied with our thirteen 3-inch guns
with good effect. It was an hour and a half, however, before we
were able to compel them to withdraw, and then they hauled off
their two right pieces by hand. Twenty-eight dead horses were found
on the knol% occupied by this battery. A portion of the guns again
took position farther to the right, but were soon silenced, as we could
bring an additional number of pieces to bear on them there. Soon
after, Captain Cooper’s battery, which had suffered considerably, was
relieved by Captain Ricketts’ battery of six 3-inch guns.

About dusk they again opened from a knoll on our left and front,
distant 1,800 yards, which fire was followed by a strong attack upon
our position by General Rodes’ Louisiana [ ?] brigade. ~As their col-
umn filed out of the town they came under the fire of the Fifth Maine
Battery at about 800 yards. Wheeling into line, theﬁ swung around,
their right resting on the town, and pushed up the hill, which is
quite steep at this corner. As their line became fully unmasked, all
the guns which could be brought to bear were opened on them, at
first with shrapnel and afterward with canister, making a total of
fifteen guns in their front and six on their left flank. Their center
and left never mounted the hill at all, but their right worked its way
up under cover of the houses, and pushed completely through Wied-
rich’s battery into Ricketts’. The cannoneers of both these batteries
stood well to their guns, driving the enemy off with fence-rails and
stones and capturing a few prisoners. I believe it may be claimed
that this attack was almost entirely repelled by the artillery. My
surgeon, who was in the town and dressed many of their wounded
that night, tells me that they reported their loss in this attack as
very great. '

July 3.——There was no serious attack upon the position we held
during this day’s fight. The batteries fired occasional shots at bodies
of the enemy’s troopsin the distance during the morning, and joined
in the general artillery engagement in the afternoon. The fire of
the enemy’s batteries was noticed to be much less accurate than on
the previous day, owing, I think, in a measure to their keeping
their guns too much under cover of the hills on which they were

osted. :
P ‘With regard to the behavior of the batteries during this three
days’ fight, I have only to say that all the officers and men performed
their duty to my perfect satisfaction. I would mention the case of
a shell exploding immediately under one of Captain Cooper’s guns
in the heat of the second day’s engagement, killing or wounding all
the detachment around the gun, yet fire from that piece was reopened
before all the wounded men were removed. I do not know that 1
can mention any officer or man in the batteries as particularly promi-
nent above the others, but would respectfully call attention to First
Sergt. John Mitchell, of Battery B, Fourth U. S. Artillery, who took
command of the left half battery after Lieutenant Davison was
wounded, and showed himself as efficient as an officer during an en-
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gagement as I have noticed him to be in his drill and the general
routine of the battery.
I remain, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. S. WAINWRIGHT,
Col. First N. Y. Art., Comdg. Art. Brig., First Army Corps.

Brig. Gen. HENRY J. HUNT,
Chief of Artillery, Army of the Potomac.

No. 72.
Report of Capt. James A. Hall, Second Maine Battery.

NEArR BERLIN, MD.,
July 16, 1863.

CoLoNEL: I have the honor to submit the following as my report
of the %art taken by my battery at the battle of Gettysburg, on July
1, 2, and 3:

We were in camp on the morning of July 1, at Marsh Creek, 4 miles
from Gettysburg. At 9 a. m. marched, following the advance bri-
gade of the First Division, First Army Corps, to the battle-field, about
a half mile south and west of town, where we were ordered into posi-
tion by General Reynolds on the right of the Cashtown road, some
400 yards beyond Seminary Hill. The enemy had previously opened
a battery of six guns directly in our front at 1,300 yards distance,
which they concentrated upon me as I went into position, but with
very little effect.

We opened upon this battery with shot and shell at 10.45 a. m.,
our first six shots causing the enemy to change the position of two of
his guns and place them under cover behind a barn, In twenty-five
minutes from the time we opened fire, a column of the enemy’s in-
fantry charged up a ravine on our right flank within 60 yards of my
right” piece, when they commenced shooting down my horses and
wounding my men. I ordered the right and center sections to open
upon this column with canister, and kept the left firing upon the
enemy’s artillery. This canister fire was very effective, and broke the
-charge of the enemy, when, just at this moment, tomy surprise I saw
my support falling back without any order having been given me to
retire. Feeling that if the position was too advanced for infantry it
was equally so for artillery, I ordered the battery to retire by sec-
tions, although having no order to do so. _The support falling back
rapidly, the right section of the battery, which I or ered to take posi-
tion some 75 ﬁards to the rear, to cover the retiring of the other four

ieces, was charged upon by.the enemy’s skirmishers and 4 of the
orses from one of the guns shot. The men of the section dragged
this gun off by hand.

As the last piece of the battery was coming away, all its horses
were shot, and I was about to return for it myself, when General
Wadsworth gave me a peremptory order to lose no time, but get my
battery in position near the town, on the heights, to cover the retiring
of the troops.

I sent a sergeant with 5 men after the piece, all of whom were
wounded or taken prisoners. I had got near to the position I had been
ordered to take, when I received another order from General Wads-



Ceap. XXXIX.]

13.

THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN.

No.

173

Return of Casualties in the Union forces, commanded by Maj. Gen.
George G. Meade, U. S. Army, at the batlle of Gettysbury, Pa.,

July 1-3, 1863.*

’ . Captured
Killed. ‘Wounded or missing.
g g g .
Command. g 8 E 2
5 =] % k=3 u %
ez B : B¢
€| 2 |€| 3 |€| 3 o
@] = @) = o =
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.
Staff......coooiiie F R N IR 2 70 I PN 4
FIRST ARMY CORPS.
Maj. Gen. JorNn F. REYNOLDS.t
Maj. Gen. ABNER DOUBLEDAY.
Maj. Gen. JoEN NEWTON.
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.
(3177 PPN S IO I U PO PO 2
1st Maine Cavalry, Company L..................o | L. 11...... P N 3
FIRST DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. JAMEs S. WADSWORTH.
First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. SoLoMON MEREDITH.
Col. WiLLiam W. ROBINSON.

SRS e ) O PO PO P 1

19th Indiana........... ... ool ool . 2 25 12 121 4 46 210

24th Michigan ............. ... i 8 59 13 197 3 83 363
24 Wisconsin...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 1 25 11 144 5 47 233
6th Wisconsin ..............oo coiiiiiiiiiiinn 2 28 v 109 |...... 22 168
Tth Wisconsin ... o] 21 10 95 1 51 17¢

Total First Brigade........................ 13 158 54 666 13 249 1,153
Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. LysaANDER CUTLER.

“thIndiana . ....... ... ool ol o 20 3 10
T6th New York ............ ..ol 2 30 16 70 234
84th New York (14th Militia)...... J N 13 6 99 217
QBth New York ....o.oniiiiii i v 8 45 g}g

14h New YOrk ....oooiiiii i 3 57 9 92
56th Pennsylvania .....................ooo.. 1 13 5 54 130

Total Second Brigade ......... 0 .......... | 6| 122 44| 465| 2| 363| 1,002
Total First Division........... ... U 19 280 | 98| 1,131| 15 612 | 2,155
SECOND DIVISION. ’
Brig. Gen. JorN C. ROBINSON. .
(1727 Y P PP b I PPN P P 1
First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. GABRIEL R. PAUL.
Col. SaMUEL H. LEONARD.
Col. ApriaN R. RooT.
Col. Rica#ArRD COULTER.
Col. PETER LyLE.
Col. RicHARD COULTER.

Staff. ... T I 1 1 2 1 5
16thMaine. ... ...ttt 2 7 5 54 11 153 232
13th Massachusetts.................. .....oooii]ieeens v 4 73 3 98 185
HMth New York ... et 12 6 52 8 167 45

104th New York ... 11 10 81 10 82 194
11th Pennsylvaniaf.................. S P 1 2 J N T 15

107th Pennsylvania .................. .o 11 8 48 6 92 165

Total First Brigade........................ 2 49 36| 821 40 593 1,041 -

* Also includes losses in skirmishes, July 4.

1 See foot-note (§) on p. 155.

 Transferred, on afternoon of July 1, from the Second to the First Brigade. Its
losses after July 1 are reported with the latter brigade.
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces, &e.—Continued.

. Captured
Killed. ‘Wounded. or missing.
£ g g .
Command. g g g %
o 3 3 =] 5 =
51 2 | &) 8 |E| & | ®
] 2 g 2 2 4 &
&g o g o g S 60
S| ® | S| & | o & <
Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. HENRY BAXTER.
11........ 1
3 59 119
83d New York (9th Militia)........................| 2| 4| 8| 15|...... 58 2
97th New York ...........0.....ooois ooiiiian.. 1 27 3 K6} 16
11th Pennsylvania*....................... ... 5 46 |...... 60 11/
88th Pennsylvania ........................... ... 4 3 52 4 47 1.9
90th Pennsylvania ........... . ................... 7 3 42 1 39 ¢33
Total Second Brigade ...........oeuon... AR o | 12| 338 i
Total Second DiviSion ..................... 9 82| 68| m8| 2| 9ar| 1,60
THIRD DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. THoMAS A. RowLEY.
Maj. Gen. ABNER DOUBLEDAY.
Staff o] 1
First Brigade.
Col. CHAPMAN BIDDLE.
Brig. Gen. THoOMAS A. ROWLEY.
Col. CHAPMAN BIDDLE.
Staff. . ... e e ) P P 1
80th New York (20th Militia) ..................... 3 32 15 G6 1 23 170
121st Pennsylvania ... . ............ ... ... ... 12 5 1M 1 60 179
142d Pennsylvania ...................ooialL 10 11 117 2 68 211
151st Pennsylvania..................... feeeeneenn. 2 49 9 202 4 71 337
Total First Brigade. ............coevvevn.... 8| 13| a| m6| 8| 20| 08
Second Brigade.
Col. Roy STONE. :
Col. LANGHORNE WISTER.
Col. EpMUND L. DANA.
143d Pennsylvania ............ccoviiiiiiininnnn.. 1 20 11 130 |...... 91 253
149th Pennsylvania .. .. R 1 52 14 158 4 107 336
150th Pennsylvania ...........ooooiiiiiiea. L 21 33 10 142 4 ] 2064
Total Second Brigade ..............o...... 4 105 35 430 8 201 53
Third Brigade.
Brig. Gen. GEORGE J. STANNARD.
Col. FrRANCIS V. RANDALL.
Staff............. B e e P P 2 2
13th Vermont ... ................. 10 4 123
i4th Vermonmt ................. 18 1 107
16th Vermont ..o 16 5 119
Total Third Brigade.........c.............| 1 4| 12 351
Total Third Division....................... T 2| 2,103
ARTILLERY BRIGADE.
Col. CHARLES S. WAINWRIGIIT.
Maine Light, 2d Battery (B)............. LS D 18
Maine Light, 5th Battery (E)...... . 11 |...... 7 23
1st New York Light, Battery Lt .. 4 4...... 1 17
1st Pennsylvania Light, Battery B 8. .. 12
4th United States, Battery B ....... B PRy 29 ...... 3 36
Total Art'llery Brigade.................... 80 |...... 11 106
Total First Army Corps................... 2. 969 83| 2,079 6,059

* Transferred, on afternoon of July 1, from the Second to

losses after July 1 are reported with the latter brigade.
1 Battery E, 1st New York Light Artillery, attached,

the First Brigade, Its
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. Captured or
Kmed. ‘Wounded. missing.
g g g
Command. g g g .é

. . o .
213 |E| 2|8 %
el 3 |2| 32 |€| 3
] =] ] = [©) )

Third Brigade.
g. Gen. FRANK WHEATON.
001 Davip J. NEVIN.

620 NeWw YOrK.......oooeiiriniinircannioocnans 1 b (128 PR B 12
93d Pennsylvania . 1 [ O 10
98th Pennsylvania .. 2 [ 18 PR . 11

139th Pennsylvania 3 b L R D 20

Total Third Brigade ............. AP P 2 7 L% 1 DO 53
Total Third Division .............cc..oeenn. 1 19 12 186 |...... 28 196
ARTILLERY BRIGADE.
Col. CrARLES H. TOMPKINS. :
New York Light, 1st Battery............. veees 2 (75 PO PSRN 12
Total Artillery Brigade ...........ccooeen 4 2 [+ TR PO 12
Total Sixth Army COrps .....ooeee evvnns 2 2% 14 171 fo..... 30 42
ELEVENTH ARMY CORPS.
Maj. Gen. OLIvER O. HOWARD.
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.
1
3
FIRST DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. Francis C. BARLOW.
Brig. Gen. ADELBERT AMES.
317:Y 1 SR U P ) I PN P P 1
First Brigade.
Col. LEOPOLD VON GILSA.

F17: | PN 518 UURR FOUDUR I IO P T i
41st New YorkK......c.oovnvnennnen. 1 14 8 50 |...... 2 5
B54th New York.........oooovnennnnn 7 2 45 4 4 102
68th New York........oocovvvvnnnnn 1 7 4 59 2 65 138

153d Pennsylvania ................... 1 P2] 7 135 |...... 46 211

Total First Brigade ........... e e 4 50 21|, 289 6 157 527
Second Brigade.
Brig. Gen. ADELBERT AMES.
Col. ANDREW L. HARRIS.
17th Connectlcut ......................... 18 4 w 2 9 197
Q5th Ohio .......coovvvvininannnnn. 8 5 95 3 72 184
75th OhIO ............................ 14 7 67 4 92 186
107th Ohio ... 23 8 103 |...... k4 211
Total Second Brigade 63 4 342 9 335 78
Total First Division ..............coovenee. 9 113 48 631 15 492 1,306
SECOND DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. ADOLPH VON STEINWEHR.
T FOURU I | 1
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. Captured
Killed. ‘Wounded. or missing.
g g g .
Command. g g g %
. 5 ° 3 =] ] L=}
& El & | E| 2 g
€32 |€| 3 |€]| 3
o ) = o 5] 3?
First Brigade.
Col. CHARLES R. COSTER.
134th New YOrK ......ooviiiniiiiiiniinreninnnannns 1 41 4 147 2 57 252
154th New YOrK . ...ocoiieniiniiiiiiniinanninnsafiannns 1 1 20 9 169 200
2rth Pennsylvania ... 2 4 8 26 1 75 111
7384 Pennsylvania...............ciiiiiiiiiiiieein]iinn. A PN |74 PR N 34
Total First Brigade.............oovnivennn 3 53 8 220 12 301 597
Second Brigade.
Col. ORLAND SMFTH.
33d Massachusetts.............oovvviiianianaidill, O P 215 21 A P 45
136th New York 17 1 88 1 2 109
S55th Ohio .. ... .coviiiiiiiii e 6 1 30 1 1 49
73d Ohi0.. ... ceeieiiii i 21 3 117 |...... 4 145
Total Second Brigade ............ooevveiifeeenn. 51 5 3 2 17 848
Total Second Division ..................... 3 104 14 493 14 318 946
THIRD DIVISION.
Maj. Gen. CARL SCHURZ.
First Brigade.
Brig. Gen. A. SCHIMMELFENNIG.
Col. GEORGE VON AMSBERG.
B20 TIHNOIS. .. eveve et eiieiiiiiies et 4 1 18 4 85 112
45th New YOrk .......oooviiiiiiiniiiiiiiaan]onnn.. 11 1 34 14 164 A
A57th New YOrK .. ...oooiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiinnainn, 4 23 8 158 6 108 307
61st Ohio........covviiiiii s P 4 6 30 2 10 54
74th Pennsylvania............coooiiiiiiiieean... 2 8 4 36 P 58 110
Total First Brigade................ccooeu. 8 50 20 276 8 42 Q
Second Brigade.
Col. W. KRZYZANOWSKI.
58th New YOrk .....ooovininininiiiiiani onnnn 1 1 2 13 4...... 3 20
A19th New York .......oooviiiiiiiaiiiiiiiien, 2 9 4 66 1 58 140
[ 0 ) 1 TN 4 13 14 71 2 k4 181
75th Pennsylvania...............oooviiiiiian, 3 16 51  84...... 3 111
26th Wisconsin ............cooiiieiiiiiiiiannn.n 2 A 11 118 2 60 217
Total Second Brigade ..................... 12 63 36 352 5 201 669
Total Third Division...................oo. 20 113 56 628 33 626 1,476
ARTILLERY BRIGADE.
Maj. THOMAS W. OSBORN.
1st New York Light, Battery I.. ................. [ 20 PR PO 13
New York Light, 13th Battery 8|...... 3 11
1st Ohio Light, Battery I ......................... .. B 20 D 13
st Ohio Light, Battery K............ ............ 10 ...... 2 15
4th United gtates, Battery G........ocvevivniina. ... 4 17
Total Artillery Brigade.................... 1 6 3 50 |...... 9 69
Total Eleventh Army Corps........... veedl 33 336 | 120 | 1,802 62 | 1,448 3,801
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risburg, and had on the 29th made a thorough reconnaissance of the
defenses of the place, with a view to our advance upon it, a ste

which every man in the division contemplated with eagerness, an

which was to have been executed on the 30th ; but on the 30th, hav-
ing received orders to move toward the balance of the army, then
supposed to be at or near Cashtown, we set out for that place, march-
ing through Petersburg, and bivouacking at Heidlersburg, after a

- march of at least 22 miles.

GETTYSBURG.

On July 1, in pursuance of the order to rejoin the army, the divis-
ion resumed its march, but upon arriving at Middletown, and hear-
ing that Lieutenant-Gteneral Hill’s corps was moving upon Gettys-
burg, by order of General Ewell, the head of the column was turned
in that direction. When within 4 miles of the town, to my surprise,
the presence of the enemy there in force was announced by the sound
of (:im sharp cannonade, and instant preparations for battle were
made.

On arriving on the field, I found that by keeping along the wooded
ridge, on the left side of which the town of Gettysburg is situated,
I could strike the force of the enemy with which General Hill’s
troops were engaged upon the flank, and that, besides moving under
cover, whenever we struck the enemy we could engage him with
the advantage in ground.

The division was, therefore, moved along the summit of the ridge,
with only one brigade deployed at first, and finally, as the enemy’s
cavalry had discovered us and the ground was of such character as
to admit of cover for a large opposing force, with three brigades
deployed; Doles on the left, Rodes’ (old) brigade, Colonel O’Neal
commanding, in the center, and Iverson on the right, the artillery
and the other two brigades moved up closely to the line of battle.
The division had to move nearly a mile before coming in view of
the enemy’s forces, excepting a few mounted men, and finally arrived
at a point—a prominent hill on the ridge—whence the whole of that
' II)‘OI'tiOll of the force opposing General Hill’s troops could be seen.

o get at these troops properly, which were still over half a mile from
us, it was necessary to move the whole of my command by the right
flank, and tc change direction to the right.

‘While this was being done, Carter’s battalion was ordered forward,
and soon opened fire upon the enemy, who at this moment, as far as
I could see, had no troops facing me at all. He had apparently been
surprised; only a desultory fire of artillery was going on between
his troops and General Hill’s; but before my dispositions were made,
the enemy began to show large bodies of men in front of the town,
most of which were directed upon the position which I held, and
almost at the same time a portion of the force opposed to General
Hill changed position so as” to occupy the woods on the summit of
the same ridge I occupied (I refer fo the forest touching the rail-
road and extending along the summit of the ridge toward my posi-
tion as far as the Mummasburg road, which crossed the ridge at the
base of the hill T held). Either these last troops, or others which
had hitherto been unobserved behind the same body of woods, soon
made their appearance directly opposite my center.

Being thus threatened from two directions, I determined to attack
with my center and right, holding at bay still another force, then
emerging from the town (apparently with the intention of turning
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my left), with Doles’ brigade, which was moved somewhat to the
left for this purpose, and trusting to this gallant brigade thus hold-
ing them until General Early’s division arrived, which I knew would
be soon, and which would strike this portion of the enemy’s force on
the flank before it could .overpower Doles.

At this moment Doles’ brigade occupied the open plain between
the Middletown road and the foot of the ridge before spoken of. The
Alabama brigade, with a wide interval between it and Doles’, ex-
tended from this plain up the slope of the ridge; Daniel’s brigade
supported Iverson’s, and extended some distance to the right of it ;
Ramseur was in reserve. All the troops were in tlie woods excepting
Doles” and a portion of Rodes’ (O’Neal’s) brigades, but all were sub-
jected to some loss or annoyance from the enemy’s artillery.

‘While making some examination into the position and apparent
intentions of the enemy, with the view of attacking him, this artil-
lery fire became so annoying that I ordered the Alabama brigade
from the line it had occupied to fall back abreast with Iverson, so as
to obtain somelittle shelter for the troops. The right regiment (Third
Alabama) was, under my order, placed on a line with Daniel’s bri-
gade, Colonel O’Neal being instructed to form the balance of the
brigade upon it. These dispositions were but temporary and unim-
portant, and are mentioned only because they are necessary to a full
understanding of Colonel O’Neal’s report.

Finding that the enemy was rash enough to come out from the
woods to attack me, I determined to meet him when he got to the
foot of the hill T occupied, and, as he did so, I caused Iverson’s brigade
to advance, and at the same moment gave in person to O’Neal the
order to attack, indicating to him precisely the point to which he was
to direct the left of the four regiments then under his orders, the
Fifth Alabama, whi¢h formed the extreme left of this brigade, being
held in reserve, under my own immediate command, to defend the
gap between O’Neal and Doles. Daniel was at the same moment in-
structed to advance to support Iverson, if necessary; if not, to attack
on his right as soon as possible.

Carter’s whole battalion was by this time engaged hotly—a por-
tion from the right, the remainder from the left of the hill—and was
subjected to a heavy artillery fire in return. Iverson’s brigade at-
tacked handsomely, but suffered very heavily from the enemy’s mus-
ketry fire from behind a stone Waﬁ along the crest of the ridge.
The Alabama brigade went into action in some confusion, and with
only three of its regiments (the Sixth, Twelfth, and Twenty-sixth),
the Fifth having been retained by my order, and, for reasons ex-
%lained to Colonel O’Neal, the Third having been permitted by

olonel O’Neal to move with Daniel’s brigade.

The three first-mentioned regiments moved with alacrity (but not
in accordance with my orders as to direction) and in confusion into
the action. It was soon apparent that we were making no impres-
sion upon the enemy, and hence I ordered forward the Fifth Ala-
bama to their support; but, to my surprise, in giving this command
to its colonel (Halrl)), I found that Colonel O’Neal, instead of - person-
ally superintending the movements of his brigade, had chosen to
remain with his reserve regiment. The result was that the whole
brigade, with the exception of the Third Alabama (the movements
of which will be seen by reference to the reports of Generals Ram-
seur and Iverson and Colonel Battle), was repulsed quickly, and with
loss. Upon investigation recently, I find that just as O’Neal’s men
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were about starting, and upon his informing me that he and his staff
officers were not mounted, and that he had no mounted men with
him, I permitted him to send Lieutenant [James P.] Arrington, of
my staff, to Colonel Battle, commanding the Third Alabama Regi-
ment, with his orders, and that Lieutenant Arrington delivered them
to Colonel Battle.

Iverson’s left being thus exposed, heavy loss was inflicted upon his
brigade. His men fought and died like heroes. His dead lay in a
distinctly marked line of battle. His left was overpowered, and
many of his men, being surrounded, were captured.

General Daniel’s gal%ant brigade, by a slight change in the direc-
tion of Iverson’s attack, had been left too far to his right to assist
him directly, and had already become engaged. The right of this
brigade coming upon the enemy, strongly posted in a railroad cut,
was, under its able commander’s orders, thrown back skillfully, and
the position of the whole brigade was altered so as to enable him to
throw a portion of his force across the railroad, enfilade it, and attack
_ to advantage.’

After this change, General Daniel made a most desperate, gallant,
and entirely successful charge upon the enemy, driving him at all
Eoints, but suffering terribly. The conduct of General Daniel and

is brigade in this most desperate engagement elicited the admira-
tionand praise of all who witnessed it. Just as his last effort was
made, Ramseur’s brigade, which under my orders had been so dis-
posed as to support both Iverson and O’Neal, was ordered forward,

and was hurled by its commander with the skill and gallantry for
which he is always conspicuous, and with irresistible force, upon the
enemy just where he had repulsed O’Neal and checked Iverson’s
advance.

In the meantime, Gieneral Early’s division had been brought into
action on my left with great success, and Doles, thus relieved, with-
out waiting for orders, and though greatly outnumbered, boldly at-
tacked the heavy masses of the enemy in his front. After a short
but desperate contest, in which his brigade acted with unsurpassed
gallantry, he succeeded in driving them before him, thus achieving
on the left, and about the same time, a success no less brilliant than
that of Ramseur, in the center, and Daniel, on the right.

In this affair, Doles handled his men with a skill and effect truly
admirable, exhibiting marked coolness and courage.

O’Neal’s shattered troops, which had assembled without order on
the hill, rushed forward, still without order, but with all their usual
courage, into the charge. Fry’s battery, by my order, was pushed
closely after Ramseur.

The Twelfth North Carolina, which had been held well in hand by
Lieutenant-Colonel Davis, and the shattered remnants of the other
regiments of Iverson’s brigade, which had been rallied and organized
by Capt. D. P. Halsey, assistant adjutant-general of the brigade,
made under his guidance a dashing and effective charge just in time
to be of considerable service to Ramseur and Daniel, and with them.
_pressed closely after the enemy.

These successes were rapidlyy followed by a successful attack on
my right on the part of General A. P. Hill’s troops, who renewed
their attack in time to put a stoE to a murderous enfilade and reverse
fire to which, in addition to the heavy direct fire it encountered,
Daniel’s brigade had been subjected from the time he commenced
fairly his final advance.
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The enemy was thus routed at all points. My division followed
him closely into and through the town, Doles and Ramseur enterinﬁ
in such close contact with the enemy that the former, who penetrate
the heart of the town first of all, had two sharp and successful en-
counters with the enemy in its streets, and the latter, who entered
farther to the right, captured the colors of the One hundred and
fiftieth Pennsylvania Regiment in its streets, Lieutenant [F. M.]-
Harney, of his brigade, tearing them from the hands of the color-
bearer, and falling almost immediately thereafter, morta’lly wounded.

In the pursuit, the division captured about 2,500 prisoners—so many
as to embarrass its movements materially.

The troops, being greatly exhausted by their march and somewhat
disorganized by the hot engagement and rapid pursuit, were halted
and prepared for further action. Idid not change their position ma-
terially, nor order another attack, for the following reasons: 1st, in
the midst of the engagement just described, the corps commander
informed me, through one of his officers, that the general command-
ing did mot wish a general engagement brought on, and hence, had
it been possible to do so then, I would have stopﬁ)ed the attack at
once; but this, of course, it was impossible to do then; 2d, before the
completion of his defeat before the town, the enemy had begun to
establish a line of battle on the heights back of the town, and by the
time my line was in a condition to renew the attack, he displayed

uite a formidable line of infantry and artillery immediately in my

ront, extending smartly to my right, and as far as I could see to my
left,in front of Early. ~To have attacked this line with my division
alone, diminished as'it had been by a loss of 2,500 men, would have
been absurd. Seeing no Confederate troops at all on my right; find-
ing that General Early, whom I encountered in the streets of the
town within thirty minutes after its occupation by our forces, was
awaiting further instructions, and, receiving no orders to advance,
though my superiors were upon the ground, I concluded that the .
order not to brin% on a general engagement was still in force, and
hence placed my lines and skirmishers in a defensive attitude, and
determined to await orders or further movements either on the part
of Early or of the troops on my right.

My skirmishers were promptly thrown out so as to cover more
than half the town and the front of the division, which was drawn
up in two lines, Doles’, Iverson’s, and Ramseur’s brigades making
the front line, and extending from the left of the center of the town
along one of its principal streets and out on the road to Fairfield;
the second. line, comYosed of the brigades of Daniel and O’Neal, ex-
tended along the railroad, about 200 yards in rear and considerably
to the right of the first. In this position we remained quietly, but
with considerable annoyance from the enemy’s sharpshooters and
artillery, until the morning of the next day. '

On July 2, nothing of importance transpired in my front. Therest
of the men generally was only disturbed by the occasional skirmish-
ing and desultory firing of the opposing sharpshooters; but Daniel’s
brigade, which had been early in the morning moved by my order
g0 as to connect with Pender’s division, on the crest of the ridge be-
fore spoken of, was subjected to a galling artillery fire, especia%ly in
the afternoon. Late in the afternoon, however, an attack was made
upon the enemy’s position by some troops of the right wing of the
army, which produced some stir among the enemy in my immediate
fr(iznt,t and seemed to cause there a diminution of both artillery and
infantry.
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Orders given during the afternoon, and after the engagement had
opened on the right, required me to co-operate with the attacking
force as soon as any opportunity of doing so with good effect was
offered. Seeing the stir a]ludedy to, I thought that opportunity had
come, and immediately sought General Early, with a view of making
an attack in concert with him. He agreed with me as to the pro-

priety of attacking, and made preparations accordingly. I hastened
~ to inform the officer commanding the troops on my right (part of
Pender’s division) that, in accordance with our plan, I would attack
just at dark, and proceeded to make m arrangements; but having
to draw my troops out of town by the ank, change the direction of
the line of battle, and then to traverse a distance of 1,200 or 1,400
yards, while General Early had to move only half that distance
without change of front, the result was that, before I drove the
enemy’s skirmishers in, General Early had attacked and had been
compelled to withdraw.

After driving in the ememy’s skirmishers, the advance line was
halted by General Ramseur, who commanded the right brigade, to
enable him to report to me certain important facts (for statement of
which I refer to his report) he had discovered as to the nature of the
ground and of the defenses. These facts, together with Early’s with-
drawal, of which I had been officially informed, and the increased
darkness, convinced me that it would be a useless sacrifice of life to
goon, and a recall was ordered. But instead of falling back to the
original line, I caused the front line to assume a strong position in
the plain to the right of the town, along the hollow of an old road-
bed. This position was much nearer the enemy, was clear of the
town, and was one from which I could readily attack without con-
fusion. The second line was placed in the position originally held
by the first. Everything was gotten ready to attack at daylight ;
but a short time after assuming this new position, I was ordered to
send without delay all the troops I could spare without destroying
my ability to hold my position, to re-enforce Major-General Johnson.
As my front line was much more strongly posted than my second,
and was fully competent to hold the position, and as the re-enforce-
ments had to be in position before daylight, I was compelled to send
to General Johnson the troops of my second line, 4. e., the brigades
of Daniel and O’Neal (excepting the Fifth Alabama).

These brigades participated in the engagement on the left, under
General Johnson, and remained under his orders until the following
night, when our whole corps changed front to rear, so as to extend
the line occupied by the other two corps. For areport of their opera-
tions on July 3, I have, therefore, to refer res ectfully to the report
of General Johnson, and to those of General Daniel and Colonel
O’Neal, herewith filed.

This order left me powerless to do more than hold my position,
unless the enemy shou{)d be very much weakened in my front, for I
had now remaining but a single thin line, composed of two small
brigades, about the third of another, and one regiment (the Fifth
Alabama) of O’Neal’s brigade (in all, not over 1,800 men), facing what
I believed then and now to be the most impregnable portion of the
enemy’s line of intrenchments.

The gallant men and officers of this line held their new ﬁ)osition all
day on July 3, under a sharp and incessant fire from the enemy’s
sharpshooters and an occasional artillery fire. The enemy made
during the day several ineffectual efforts, by advancing heavy lines of
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skirmishers, equal almost, if not fully, to my main line, and using
their artillery, to dislodge them from their position.

On the 3d, my orders were general, and the same as those of the
day before, and accordingly, when the heavy cannonade indicated
that another attack was made from the right wing of our army, we
were on the lookout for another favorable opportunity to co-operate.
When the sound of musketry was heard, 1t became apparent that
the enemy in our front was much excited. The favorable opportu-
nity seemed to me close at hand. I sent word to Lieutenant-Gen-
era{ Ewell by Major [H. A.] Whiting, of my staff, that in a few mo-
ments I should attack, and immediately had my handful of men,
under Doles, Iverson, and Ramseur, prepared for the onset; but in
less than five minutes after Major Whiting’s departure, before the
troops on my immediate right had made any advance or showed any
preparation therefor, and just as the order forward was about to be
given tomy line, it was announced, and was apparent to me, that the
attack had already failed.

This attack was accompanied, preceded, and succeeded by the
fiercest and grandest cannonade I have ever witnessed. My troops
lay about ha%f way between the artillery of the Second Corps and
that of the enemy on Cemetery Hill, and directly under the line of
fire of fully 100 guns, a most trying position even when the opposing
artillerists confined their attention to each other, and one which be-
came fearfully so when both parties, as they did at short intervals,
dropped shells in their midst, while the sharpshooters were constant
and skillful in their attentions. They underwent this terrible trial
not only without murmuring or faltering, but with great cheerful-
ness and with the utmost coolness.

It is proper to mention that during the night of the2d and on the 3d
my troops did not occupy any portion of the town excepting that still
held by the sharpshooters of the Alabama brigade, under that prom-
ising young officer, Major [ Eugene] Blackford, of the Fifth Alabama.
These sharpshooters, together with those of Doles’, Iverson’s, and
Ramseur’s brigades, annoyed the enemy’s artillery and infantry con-
stantly during the period of our occupation of the town, and acted
with rare and praiseworthy gallantry.

During the night of the 3d, my division fell back to the ri’ge
which had been wrested from the enemy in the first day’s attack,
and, ﬁeing reunited, was posted so that the railroad divided it about
equally.

Expecting to give battle in this position, it was strengthened early
on the morning of the 4th. We were not disturbed, however, in the
least during the day—in fact, the enemy exhibited so small a force,
entered the town, and followed us at so late an hour, that it was
generally believed he had retreated.

During the day of the 4th, all the wounded who could walk or be
transported in wagons and ambulances were sent to the rear (many,
as it turned out, to be captured or sacrificed in the effort to escape
the enemy’s cavalry), but nearly one-half of them, say about 760, were
left.in the hands of the enemy. This painful result was, of course,
unavoidable. Four surgeons, 6 assistants, 3 hospital stewards, and
94 attendants were left to attend to the wounded, and with them ten
days’ supply of such food and medicines as were needed. This was
all we could do for them.

Subsequent to the departureof the wounded, Iverson was detached
with his brigade as a guard for the train, but unfortunately too late
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in the direction of Heidlersburg, from which I could move either to
Shippenshurg or to Greenwood by the way of Arendtsville, as cir-
cumstances might require. At the same time, I sent Colonel White’s
cavalry on the pike from York toward Gettysburg, to ascertain if
any force of the enemy was on that road.

At East Berlin, a small squad of the enemy’s cavalry was seen and
pursued by mf cavalry advance, and I received information at this
point from Colonel White that a cavalry and infantry force had been
on the York road, at Abbott’s Ford, but had moved south toward
Hanover. A courier from General Ewell met me here with a dis-
patch, informing me of the fact that he was moving with Rodes’ di-
vision by the way of Petersburg to Heidlersburg, and directing me
to march in that direction.

I encamped about 3 miles from Heidlersburg,-and rode to see Gen-
eral Ewell at that point, and was informed by him that the object
was to concentrate the corps at or near Cashtown, and received di-
rections to move next day to that point. Iwas informed that Rodes
would move by the way of Middletown and Arendtsville, but it was
arranged that I should go by the way of Hunterstown and Mum-
masburg.

BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG.

Having ascertained that the road from my camp to Hunterstown
was a very rough and circuitous one, I determined next morning
(July 1) to march by the way of Heidlersburg, and then from that
point to the Mummasburg road. After passing Heidlersburg a short
distance, I received a note from you, written by order of General
Ewell, informing me that General Hill was moving from Cashtown
toward Gettysburg, and that General Rodes had turned off at Mid-
dletown, and was moving toward the same place, and directing me
to move also to that point. I therefore continued to move on the
road I was then on toward Gettysburg, and, on arriving in sight of
that place, on the direct road from Heidlersburg, I discovered that
General Rodes’ division was engaged with the enemy to the right of
me, the enemy occupying a position in front of Gettysburg, and the
troops constituting his right being engaged in an effort to drive back
the left of Gteneral Rodes’ line.

I immediately ordered my troops to the front, and formed my line
across the Heidlersburg road, with Gordon’s brigade on the right,
Hoke’s brigade (under Colonel Avery) on the left, Hays’ brigade in
the center, and Smith’s brigade in the rear of Hoke’s. Jones’ bat-
talion of artillery was posted in a field on the left of the Heidlers-
burg road, immediately in front of Hoke’s brigade, so as to fire on
the enemy’s flank, and, as soon as these dispositions could be made,
a fire was o}p;ened upon the enemy’s infantry and artillery by my
artillery with considerable effect.

Gordon’s brigade was then ordered forward to the support of
Doles’ brigade, which was on Rodes’ left, and was being C{Jressed by
a considerable force, of the enemy, which had advanced from the
direction of the town to a wooded hill on the west side of Rock
Creek, the stream which runs northeast of the town, and as soon as
Gordon was fairly engaged with this force, Hays’ and Hoke’s bri-

ades were ordered forward in line, and the artillery, supported by
émith’s brigade, was ordered to follow.

After a short but hot contest, Gordon succeeded in routing the
force opposed to him, consisting of a division of the Eleventh Corps,
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commanded by Brigadier-General Barlow, of the Federal Army, and
drove it back with great slaughter, capturing, among a number of
prisoners, General Barlow himself, who was severely wounded.
Gordon advanced across the creek, over the hill on which Barlow
had been posted, and across the fields toward the town, until he came
to a low ridge, behind which the enemy had another line of battle,
extending beyond his left. I directed him to halt here, and then
ordered Hays and Avery, who had been halted on the east side of
Rock Creek while I rode forward to where Gordon had been engaged,
to advance toward the town, on Gordon’s left, which they did in fine
style, encountering and driving back into the town in great confu-
sion the second line of the enemy.

Hays’ brigade entered the town, fighting its way, and Avery moved

to the left of it across the railroad, and took his position in the
fields on the left, and facing Cemetery Hill, which here presented a
very rugged ascent. This movement was made under the fire of ar-
tillery from this hill, which had previously opened when my artillery
had first opened its fire, but Avery succeeded in placing his men
under the cover of a low ridge which here runs through the fields
from the town. Hays’ brigade was formed in line in the street run-
ning through the middle of the town.

A very large number of prisoners were captured in the town, and
before reaching it, their number being so great as really to embar-
rass us. 'Two pieces of artillery (Napoleons) were also captured out-
side of the town, the capture being claimed by both brigades; but it
is unnecessary to decide which reached these pieces first, as the cap-
ture was unquestionably due to the joint valor of both brigades.

‘While these operations were going on with my division, 1 saw, far-
ther to the right, the enemy’s force on that part of the line falling
back and moving in comparatively good order on the right of the
town toward the range of hills in the rear, and I sent back for a
battery of artillery to be brought up to open on this force and the
town, from which a fire was opened on my brigades, but before it
got up, my men had entered the town, and the force on the right
had retired beyond reach. I had at the same time sent an order to
General Smith to advance with his brigade, but he thought proper
not to comply with this order, on account of a report that the enemy
was advancing on the York road.

As soon as my brigades had entered the town, I rode into that
place myself, and, after ascertaining the condition of things, I rode
to find General Ewell and General Rodes, or General Hill, for the
purpose of urging an immediate advance upon the enemy before he
should recover from his evident dismay, in order to get possession
of the hills to which he had fallen back with the remnant of his
forces ; but before I found either of these officers, General Smith’s
son, who was acting as his aide, came to me with a message from
the general, stating that a large force of the enemy, consisting of
infantry, artillery, and cavalry, was advancing on the York road,
and that we were about to be flanked ; and though I had no faith
in this report, I thought proper to send General Gordon with his
brigade to take charge of gmith’s also, and to keep a lookout on the
York road, and stop any further alarm.

Meeting with an officer of Major-General Pender’s staff, I sent
word by him to General Hill that if he would send up a division, we
could take the hill to which the enemy had retreated ; and shortly
after meeting with General Ewell, I communicated my views to him,
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and was informed that Johnson's division was coming up, and it was
determined with this division to get possession of a wooded hill to the
left of Cemetery Hill, which it commanded ; but this division arrived
at a late hour, and its movement having been delayed by the report
of the advance on the York road, no effort to get possession of the
wooded hill on the left of the town was made that night. -

Hayving been informed that a large portion of the rest of our army
would come up during the night, and that the enemy’s position would
be attacked on the right and the left flanks very early next morning,
I gave orders to General Hays to move his brigade under cover of
night from the town into the field in front of the left of the town, to
a place where he would not be exposed to the enemy’s fire, and would
be in position to advance upon Cemetery Hill when a favorable op-
portunity should occur. This movementwas made, and Hays formed
his brigade on the right of Avery and just behind the extension of
the low ridge on which the town is located. The attack did not
begin in the morning, as was expected, and in the course of the morn-
ing I rode with Geeneral Ewell to examine a position for the artillery
on the left.

Having been subsequently informed that the attack would begin
at 4 p. m., I directed General Gordon to move his brigade to the rail-
road in rear of Hays and Avery, Smith being left, under General J.
E. B. Stuart, to guard the York road. The fire from the artillery
having opened on the right and left at 4 o’clock, and continued for
some time, I was ordered by General Ewell to advance upon Ceme-
tery Hill with my two brigades that were in position as soon as
General Johnson’s division, which was on my left, should become en-
gaged at the wooded hill on the left, which it was about to attack,
information being given me that the advance would he general,-and
made also by Rodes’ division and Hill’s divisions on my right.

Accordingly, as soon as Johnson became warmly engaged, which
was a little before dusk, I ordered Hays and Avery to advance and
carry the works on the heights in front. These troops advanced in
gallant style to the attack, passing over the ridge in front of them
under a heavy artillery fire, and then crossing a hollow between that
and Cemetery Hill, and moving up this hill in the face of at least two
lines of infantry posted behind stone and plank fences; but these
they drove back, and, passing over all obstacles, they reached the
crest of the hill, and entered the enemy’s breastworks crowning it,
getting possession of one or two batteries. But no attack was made
on the immediate right, as was expected, and not meeting with sup-
port from that quarter, these brigades could not hold the position
they had attained, because a very heavy force of the enemy was
turned against them from that part of the line which the divisions
on the right were to have attacked, and these two brigades had, there-
fore, to fall back, which they did with comgaratively slight loss,
considering the nature of the ground over which they had to pass
and the immense odds opposed to them, and Hays’ brigade brought
off four stand of cap’cureg colors.

At the same time these brigades advanced, Gordon’s brigade was
ordered forward to support them, and did advance to the position
from which they had moved, but was halted here because it was
ascertained that no advance was made on the right, and it was evident
that the crest of the hill could not be held by my two brigades sup-
ported by this one without any other assistance, and that the attempt
would be attended with a useless sacrifice of life. Hays’ and Hoke’s
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brigades were reformed on_ the line previously occupied by them,
and on the right and left of Gordon, respectively.

In this attack, Colonel Avery, of the Sixth North Carolina Regi-
ment, commanding Hoke’s brigade, was mortally wounded. With
this affair the fighting on July 2 terminated.

After night, I was ordered by General Ewell to send Smith’s bri-

ade to report to General Johnson, on the left, by daylight, and

eneral Smith was ordered to do so, and did report to General |
Johnson, and his three regiments were engaged on the 3d on the ex-:

treme left, under General Johnson’s directions.

As the operations of this brigade on this day were under the im-
mediate orders of General Johnson, I will merely refer to the report
of Colonel [John S.] Hoffman, the present brigade commander, here-
with forwarded.

Before light on the morning of the 3d, 1 ordered Hays’ and Hoke’s
brigades (the latter now under the command of Colonel [A. C.] God-
win. of the Fifty-seventh North Carolina Regiment) to the rear, and
subsequently formed them in line in the town on the same street for-
merly occupied by Hays, Gordon being left to occupy the position
which was occupied by these brigades on the previous day. Inthese
positions these three brigades remained during the day, and did not
again participate in the attack, but they were exposed during the
time to the fire of sharpshooters and an occasional fire from the en-
emy’s artillery on the hills.

At 2 o’clock on the morning of the 4th, my brigades were quietly
withdrawn from their positions, and moved back on the Cashtown
road, and formed in line on both sides of that road, in rear of Rodes’
and Johnson’s divisions, which occupied the front line, running along
the crest of the ridge on the west of the town.

My loss in the three days’ fighting at Gettysburg was 158 killed,
796 wounded, and 227 missing, a large proportion of the missing
being, in all probability, killed or wounded. The enemy’s loss at the
points where the three brigades of Gordon, Hays, and Hoke were
engaged far exceeded my loss, and a very large number of prisoners
were secured.

THE MARCH BACK FROM GETTYSBURG, AND RECROSSING OF THE
POTOMAC.

At 2 o’clock on the morning of the 5th, under orders from General
qull, my division moved back on the road toward Fairfield, fol-
lowing in the rear of the corps, and constituting the rear guard of
the whole army. ’

‘While waiting at the junction of the road on which I had moved
with the direct road from Gettysburg to Fairfield for the passage of
all the troops and trains, a few pieces of artillery were opened by
the enemy at long range, but without doing any damage. Thewhole
force having gotten on the road in front of me, I moved on slowly in
the rear, Gordon’s brigade bringing up my rear, followed by White’s
cavalry battalion, and on arriving in view of Fairfield, which is
situated in a wide and low plain surrounded by hills, T found the
wagon trains in front blocked up. While waiting here for the road
to be cleared, Colonel White sent forward to inform me that a force
of the enemy was advancing in the rear, and I sent forward to hasten
up the trains, but as they did not move off, I was preparing to fire
a blank cartridge or two for the purpose of quickening their pace,
when the advance of the enemy appeared on a hill in my rear, and
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it became necessary to open on him with shell ; and a battery hav-
ing been brought up by the enemy, and replying to my fire, the
trains soon cleared the road. Oneof Gordon’s regiments was deployed
as skirmishers to hold the enemy in check, which it did effectually,
driving back his advance, and ‘my division was gradually moved
forward beyond Fairfield, and formed in line in a favorable position,
and Gordon’s regiment was called in.

In this affair, this regiment (the Twenty-sixth Georgia) sustained
a loss of 11 wounded and missing.

The division was then encamped, by order of General Ewell, not
far from Fairfield, and so posted as to protect the trains, which had
been parked a little farther on.

The enemy did not again molest me, and at light next morning,
the 6th, my skirmishers having been replaced by those of General
Rodes’ division (which was this day to constitute the rear guard), I
moved to the front of the corps, and, passing Monterey Springs, on
the summit of the mountain, crossed over to Waynesborough, where
I encamped for the night.

Very early next morning, the 7th, I moved on toward Hagerstown,
by Leitersburg, following Rodes, and being followed by Johnson,
whose division this day constituted the rear guard. My division was
halted and encamped about a mile north of Hagerstown, on the Cham-
bersburg pike. It remained in this position until the afternoon of the
10th, when it was moved through Hagerstown, and placed in posi-
tion on the Cumberland road, on the crest of the ridge southwest of
Hagerstown. On the next day, the 11th, it was moved farther to the
right, and placed in position, with its right resting near the road from
Hagerstown to Williamsport.

It remained here until after dark on the 12th, when it was moved
to the right across the Williamsport road to the rear of General Hill's

osition, for the purpose of supporting his line, which faced the road
Feading toward Sharpsburg, and in front of which a considerable
force of the enemy had been massed.

At dark on the night of the 13th, my division was withdrawn, and
- moved to Williamsport that night, bringing up the rear of the corps,
and, after light on the 14th, it was recrossed over the Potomac, Gor-
don’s, Hoke’s, and Smith’s brigades (the latter now commanded by
Colonel Hoffman, as General Smith had tendered his resignation on
the 10th, and received leave of absence) fording above Williamsport,
and Hays’ brigade, with Jones’ battalion of artillery, crossing over
the bridge at Falling Waters.

The division encamped near Hainesville that night, and the next
day moved through Martinsburg, and on the 16th reached Darkes-
ville, where it went into camp, and remained until the afternoon of
the 20th, when it was ordered to move across North Mountain, at
Mills’ Gap, and down Back Creek, to intercept a body of the enemy
reported to have advanced to Hedgesville.

On the night of the 20th, I encamped near Gerrardstown, and next
day crossed the mountain, and, proceeding down Back Creek, reached
the rear of Hedgesville, but found that the enemy had hastily re-
treated the night before. I then moved through Hedgesville and
encamped. ‘

Receiving orders that night to move up the Valley, with a view to
crossing the mountains, I moved next day to Bunker Hill, and then
through Winchester to the Opequon, on the Front Royal road, but
in consequence of instructions received from General Ewell, I turned
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which we advanced, and waited for an advance of the enemy, which,
however, they did not see proper to make, and so ended the conflict
of the day.

We remained here until the night of the 4th, when we retired, and
fell back beyond Hagerstown, Md. We next took position between
Hagerstown and Williamsport, where we lay in line of battle two
days, and retired on the night of the 13th instant. Owing to the
darkness of the night and the impossibility of the artillery getting
on, wefound ourselves 5 milesfromthe riverat daylight. We moved
on to within 2 miles of the river, and formed a line of battle upon
the crest of a hill, to protect our rear until the artillery and the col-
umn in advance of us could cross the river. While here, a small
squadron of the enemy’s cavalry, consisting of 75 or 100 men, made
their appearance in our front. "They were mistaken at first for our
own cavalry until they had advanced close upon us. Their first
charge was upon the First Tennessee Regiment, which was upon the
right of the brigade. Our men, unfortunately, did not have their
guns all loaded, and were forced to fight with” clubbed guns. The
enemy, finding they were making rather slow headway at this point,
moved down the line upon the Thirteenth Alabama, Seventh and
Fourteenth Tennessee Regiments, who by this time had. succeeded in
getting many of their guns loaded, and were but a short time in kill-
ing and wounding a majority of them. The rest made a desperate
effort to escape back to the woods, but most of those were shot from
their- horses as they fled, so that not over adozen or twenty made
their escape. Welostin this encounter 1 man killed and 7 wounded.

It was our sad misfortune, too, in this affair, to lose General Petti-
grew, who was in command of the brigade. No encomium that I
might add could do justice to his memory. Both officers and men of
the entire brigade feel that by his death the Confederacy has lost a
model soldier and one of her most noble and gifted sons.

We received orders to retire toward the river, and we moved out,
with General Pettigrew’s brigade upon our left. Our route to the
- river was part of the way through a dense and tangled copse of un-
dergrowth, with deep ravines running up from the river. We kept
our line pretty well organized in passing through these obstructions,
and passed beyond the river.

Not wishing to burden you with a report too lengthy, I have noted
down in a brief style the facts deemed most important for your in-
formation.

All of which I respectfully beg leave to submit.

S. G. SHEPARD,

Lieutenant-Colonel Seventh Tennessee Regiment.

Capt. WiLLiAM BrROWN,
Acting Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General.

No. 553.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph R. Davis, C. S. Army, commanding
brigade and Heth's division.
HEADQUARTERS DAVIS’ BRIGADE, August 26, 1863.
Masor : I have the honor to submit the following report of the

part taken by my brigade in the battle of July 1, at Gettysburg : .
Early on the morning of the 1st, I moved in rear of Archer’s bri-
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gade with three regiments of my command (the Eleventh Mississippi
being left as a guard for the division wagon train) from camp on the
heights near Cashtown, by a turnpike road leading to Gettysburg.
‘When within about 2 miles from town, our artillery was put in posi-
tion, and opened fire. I was ordered to take position on the left of
the turnpike, and, with the right resting on it, press forward toward
the town.

About 10.30 o’clock a line of battle was formed—with the Forty-
second Mississippi, Col. H. R. Miller commanding, on_the right;
Fifty-fifth North Carolina, Col. J. K. Connally commanding, on the
left, and Second Mississippi, Col. J. M. Stone commanding, in the
center—skirmishers thrown forward, and the brigade moved forward
to the attack. .

Between us and the town, and very near it, was a commanding hill
in wood, the intervening space being inclosed fields of grass and
grain, and was very broken. On our right was the turnpike and a
railroad, with deep cuts and heavy embankments, diverging from
the turnpike as it approached the town. On the high hill the enemy
had artillery, with infantry supports. The line of skirmishers ad-
vanced, and the brigade moved forward about 1 mile, driving in the
enemy’s skirmishers, and came within range of his line of battle,
which was drawn up on a high hill in a field a short distance in front of
a railroad cut. The engagement soon became very warm. After a
short contest, the order was given to charge,’and promptly obeyed.
The enemy made a stubborn resistance, and stood until our men were
within a few yards, and then gave way, and fled in much. confusion,
but rallied near the railroad, where he again made a stand, and,
after desperate fighting, with heavy loss on both sides, he fled in
great disorder toward the town, leaving us in possession of his com-
manding position and batteries.

~ After a short interval, he again returned in greater numbers, and
. the fight was renewed, and, being opposed by greatly superior num-
“bers, our men gave way under the first shock of his attack, many
officers and men having been killed or wounded, and all much ex-
hausted by the excessive heat; but the line was promptly formed, and
carried to its former position, and, while there engaged, a heavy force
was observed moving rapidly toward our right, and soon after opened
a heavy fire on our right flank and rear.

In this critical condition, I gave the order to retire, which was
done in good order, leaving some officers and men in the railroad
cut, who were captured, although every effort was made to withdraw
all the commands. This was about 1 p. m. About 3 p. m. a divis-
ion of Lieutenant-General Ewell’s corps came up on our left, mov-
ing in line perpendicular to ours, and the brigade was again moved
forward, and, after considerable fighting, reached the suburbs of the
town, into which the enemy had been driven. The men, being much
exhausted by the heat and severity of the engagement, were here
rested, and about sunset were ordered to bivouac about 1 mile to the
rear.

In this day’s engagement the losses in men and officers were very
heavy; of 9 field officers present, but 2 escaped unhurt. Colonel
Stone, of the Second Mississippi, and Colonel Connally, of the Fifty-
fifth North Carolina, were both wounded while gallantly leading
their men in the first charge. Tieut. Col. M. T. Smith, of the Fifty-
fifth North Carolina, a gallant and efficient officer, was mortall
wounded. Major Belo, of thie saine regiment, was severely wounded.
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Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley and Major Feeney, of the Forty-second
Mississippi, were both severely wounded. A large number of the
company officers were killed or wounded.

It is due to the gallantry of a few brave men to state that the Second
and Forty-second Mississippi, under the lead of Lieutenant [A. K.]
Roberts, of the Second Mississippi, dashed forward, and, after a hand-
to-hand contest, in which the gallant Roberts was killed, succeeded
in capturing the colors of a Pennsylvania regiment. A number of
prisoners were captured, the Forty-second Mississippi taking 150;
other regiments perhaps as many or more.

I am indebted to the members of my staff for the prompt and effi-
cient manner in which they discharged their duties. My aides-de-
camp (Lieutenant [Henry B.] Estes and Captain Lowry) had their
horses killed. Capt. W. T. Magruder and Lieut. T. C. Holliday
and Cadet James D. Reid were all in action, and rendered valuable
service.

I am, major, your obedient servant,
JOS. R. DAVIS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Maj. R. H. FiNNEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS DAVIS’ BRIGADE,
August 22, 1863.

Mayor: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of Major-General Heth’s division in the battle of July 3,
at Gettysburg :

On the evening of the 2d, this division, under command of Brig.
Gen. J. J. Pettigrew (Major-General Heth having been wounded in
the engagement of the 1st), moved to the front, and was formed in
line of battle, with Archer’s brigade on the right, commanded by
Col. B. D. Fry (Brigadier-General Archer having been wounded and
captured on July 1); Colonel Brockenbrough’s brigade on the left;
* Pettigrew’s, commanded by Col. James K. Marshall, of the Fifty-
second North Carolina, on the right center, and Davis’ on the left
center, immediately in the rear of our artillery, which was in position
on the crest of a high ridge running nearly parallel to the enemy’s
line, which was on a similar elevation and nearly 1 mile distant, the
intervening space, excepting the crests of the hills, being fields, inter-
sected by strong post and rail fences. Inthis position we bivouacked
for the night.

Early on the morning of the 3d, the enemy threw some shells at
the artillery in our front, from which a few casualties occurred in
one of the brigades. About 9 a. m. the division was moved to the
left about a quarter of a mile, and in the same order of battle was
formed in the rear of Major Pegram’s battalion of artillery, which
was posted on the crest of a high hill, the ground between us and
the enemy being like that of our first position.

About1p. m. the artillery along our entire line opened on the enemy,
and was promptly replied to. For two hours the fire was heavy and
incessant. Being immediately in the rear of our batteries, and having
had no time to prepare means of protection, we suffered some losses,
In Davis’ brigade, 2 men were killed and 21 wounded. The order
had been given that, when the artillery in our front ceased firing, the
division would attack the enemy’s batterics. keeping dressed to the
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right, and moving in line with Major-General Pickett’s division,
which was on our right, and march obliquely to the left.

The artillery ceased firing at 3 o’clock, and the order to move for-
ward was given and promptly obeyed. The division moved off in
line, and, passing the wooded crest of the hill, descended to the open
fields that%ay between us and the enemy. Not a gun was fired at us
until we reached a strong post and rail fence about three-quarters
of a mile from the enemy’s position, when we were met by a heavy
fire of grape, canister, and shell, which told sadly upon our ranks.
Under this destructive fire, which commanded our front and left with
fatal effect, the troops displayed great coolness, were well in hand,
and moved steadily forward, regularly closing up the gaps made in
their ranks. Our advance across the fields was interrupted by other
fences of a similar character, in crossing which the alignment became
more or less deranged. This was in each case promptly rectified,
and though its ranks were growing thinner at every step, this division
moved steadily on in line with the troops on the right. ‘When within
musket-range, we encountered a heavy fire of small-arms, from which
we suffered severely ; but this did not for a moment check the ad-
vance.

The right of the division, owing to the conformation of the ridge
on which the enemy was posted, having a shorter distance to pass
over to reach his first line of defense, encountered him first in close
conflict ; but the whole division dashed up to his first line of de-
fense—a stone wall—behind which the opposing infantry was strongly
posted. Here we were subjected to a most galling fire of musketry
and artillery, that so reduced the already thinned ranks that any
further effort to carry the position was hopeless, and there was noth-
ing left but to retire to the position originally held, which was done
in more or less confusion. ~About 4 p. m. the division reached the
line held in the morning, and remained there thirty hours, expecting
an attack from the enemy. No demonstration was made on_ any
part of our line during that or the following day, on the night of
which we began our retreat to Hagerstown.

In the assault upon the enemy’s position, the coolness and courage
of officers and men are worthy of high commendation, and I regret
that the names of the gallant men who fell distinguished on that
bloody field have not been more fully reported. '

In this assault, we are called upon to mourn the loss of many brave
officers and men. Col. B. D. Fry, Thirteenth Alabama, command-
ing Archer’s brigade, and Col. James K. Marshall, of the Fifty-sec-
ond North Carolina, commanding Pettigrew’s, were wounded and
taken prisoners while gallantly leading their brigades. The number
killed and wounded was very great, and in officers unusually so, as
may be seen from the fact that in Archer’s brigade but two field offi-
cers escaped, in Pettigrew’s but one, and in Davis’ all were killed or
wounded. Brigadier-Geeneral Pettigrew had his horse killed, and
received a slight wound in the hand.

Not having commanded the division in this engagement, and hav-
ing been exclusively occupied by the operations of my own brigade,
this report is necessarily imperfect, and I regret that I am unable
to do full justice to the division.

I am, major, your obedient servant,
JOS. R. DAVIS,
Brigadier-General.
Maj. WiLniam H. PALMER, Assistant Ad Ljutant-General,
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On the night of June 30, Rodes’ division, which I accompanied,
was at Heidlershurg ; Early 3 miles off, on the road to Ber in, and
Johnson, with Colonel Brown’s reserve artillery, between Green Vil-
lage and Scotland. At Heidlershurg, I received orders from the
general commanding to proceed to Cashtown or Gettysburg, as cir-
cumstances might dictate, and a note from General A. P. Hill, say-
ing he was at Cashtown.

Next morning, I moved with Rodes’ division toward Cashtown,
ordering Early to follow by Hunterstown. Before reaching Middle-
town, I received notice from General Hill that he was advancing
upon Gettysburg, and turned the head of Rodes’ column toward that
place, by the Middletown road, sending word to Early to advance di-
rectly on the Heidlersburg road. I notified the general commanding
of my movements, and was informed by him that, in case we found
the enemy’s force very large, he did not want a general engagement
brought on till the rest of the army came up.

By the time this message reached me, Gieneral A. P. Hill had
already been warmly engaged with a large body of the enemy in his
front, and Carter’s artillery battalion, of Rodes’ division, had opened
with fine effect on the flank of the same body, which was rapidly
preparing to attack me, while fresh masses were moving into position
in my front. It was too late to avoid an engagement without aban-
doning the position already taken up, and I determined to push the
attack vigorously. General Rodes had drawn up his division, Iver-
son’s brigade on the right, Rodes’ (old) brigade (Colonel O’N eal) in
the center (these two on the ridge leading to the west of Gettysburg),
and Doles on the left, in the plain. The Fifth Alabama was retained
by General Rodes, to guard a wide gap left between O’Neal and
Doles. Daniel and Ramseur were in reserve. He at once moved
forward, and, after advancing for some distance in line, came in
sight of the enemy, and O’Neal and Iverson were ordered to attack,
Daniel advancing in line 200 yards in rear of Iverson’s right, to pro-
tect that flank.

At this time, only desultory artillery firing was going on on the
rest of the field. Carter was warmly engaged. O’Neal’s brigade,
advancing in some disorder in a direction different from that indi.
cated by Major-General Rodes in person to Colonel O’Neal, and with
only three regiments (the Third Alabama being by some mistake
left with Daniel’s brigade), was soon forced to fall back, notwith-
standing the Fifth Alabama was sent to its support. The left of
Iverson’s brigade was thus exposed, but these gallant troops obsti-
nately stood their ground till the greater part of three regiments had
fallen where they stood in line of battle. A few of them, being en-
tirely surrounded, were taken prisoners; a few escaped.

The unfortunate mistake of General Iverson at this critical junec-
ture in sending word to Major-General Rodes that one of his regi-
ments had raised the white flag and gone over to the enemy might
have produced the most disastrous consequences. The Twelfth
North Carolina, being on the right of his brigade, suffered least.
A slight change in the advance of General Iverson had uncovered
the whole of Daniel’s front, and he found himself opposed to heavy
bodies of infantry, whom he attacked and drove before him till he
reached a railroad cut extending diagonally across his front and
past his right flank, which checked his advance. A battery of the
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enemy beyond this cut near a barn enfiladed his line, and fresh
bodies of infantry poured across the cut a destructive enfilade and
reverse fire. Seeing some troops of the Third Corps lying down
beyond the railroad, in front of the enemy, who were on his flank,
General Daniel sent an officer to get them to advance. As they
would not, he was obliged—leaving the Forty-fifth North Carolina
and Second North Carolina Battalion to hold his line—to change the
front of the rest of his brigade to the rear, and throw part across the
railroad beyond the cut, where, having formed line directly in front
of the troops of the Third Corps already mentioned, he ordered an
advance of his whole brigade, and gallantly swept the field, captur-
ing several hundred prisoners in the cut.

About the time of his final charge, Ramseur, with his own and
Rodes’ brigades, and remnants of Iverson’s,-under Capt. D. P. Halsey,
assistant adjutant-general of the brigade, who rallied the brigade
and assumed command, had restored the line in the center.

Meantime an attempt by the enemy to push a column into the in-
terval between Doles and O’Neal had been handsomely repulsed by
Doles, who, changing front with his two right regiments, took them
in flank, driving them in disorder toward the town.

All of General Rodes’ troops were now engaged. The enemy were
moving large bodies of troops from the town against his left, and
affairs were in a very critical condition, when Major-General Early,
coming up on the Heidlersburg road, opened a brisk artillery fire
upon large columns moving against Doles’ left, and ordered forward
Gordon’s brigade to the left of Doles’, which, after an obstinate con-
test, broke Barlow’sdivision, captured General [F. C.] Barlow, and
drove the whole back on a second line, when they were halted, and
General Early ordered up Hays and Hoke’s brigades on Gordon’s
left, and the three drove the enemy precipitately toward and through
the town just as Ramseur broke those in his front.

Generai] Gordon mentions that 300 of the enemy’s dead were left
on the ground passed over by his brigade. The enemy had entirely
.abandoned the north end of the town, and Early entering by the
York Railroad at the same time that Rodes came in on the Cashtown
road, they together captured over 4,000 prisoners and three pieces of
artillery, two of \VhiCE‘ fell into the hands of Early’s division. So
far as I can learn, no other troops than those of this corps entered
the town at all. My loss on this day was less than 2,900 killed,
wounded, and missing. ,

The enemy had fallen back to a commanding position known as
Cemetery Hill, south of Gettysburg, and quickly showed a formida-
ble front there. On entering the town; I received a message from
the commanding general to attack this hill, if I could do so to ad-
vantage. I could not bring artillery to bear on it, and all the troops
with me were jaded by twelve hours’ marching and fighting, and I
was notified that General Johnson’s division (the only one of my
corps that had not been engaged) was close to the town.

Cemetery Hill was not assailable from the town, and I determined,
with Johnson’s division, to take possession of a wooded hill to my
left, on aline with and commanding Cemetery Hill. Before Johnson
got up, the enemy was reported moving to outflank our extreme left,
and I could see what seemed to be his skirmishers in that direction.

Before this report could be investigated by Lieut. T. T. Turner,
aide-de-camp of my staff, and Lieut. Robert D. Early, sent for that
purpose, and Johnson placed in positien, the night was far advanced.
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I received orders soon after dark to draw my corps to the right, in
case it could not be used to advantage where it was ; that the com-
manding general thought from the nature of the ground that the posi-
tion for attack was a good one on that side. I represented to the
commanding general that the hill above referred to was unoccupied
by the enemy, as reported by Lieutenants Turner and Karly, who
had gone upon it, and that it commanded their position and made
it untenable, so far as I could judge.

He decided to let me remain, and on my return to my headquar-
ters, after 12 o’clock at night, I sent orders to Johnson by Lieut. T. T.
Turner, aide-de-camp, to take possession of this hill, if he had not
already done so. General Johnson stated in reply to this order, that
after forming hisline of battlethis side of the wooded hill in question,
he had sent areconnoitering party to the hill, with orders to report as
to the position of the enemy in reference to it. This party, on near-
ing the summit, was met by a superior force of the enemy, which
succeeded in capturing a portion of the reconnoitering party, the rest
of it making its escape. During this conversation with General
Johnson, one man arrived, bringing a dispatch, dated at 12 midnight,
and taken from a Federal courier making his way from General
Sykes to General Slocum, in which the former stated that his corps
was then halted 4 miles from Gettysburg, and he would resume his
march at 4 a. m. Lieutenant Turner brought this dispatch to my
headquarters, and at the same time stated that Gteneral Johnson
would refrain from attacking the position until I had received notice
of the fact that the enemy were in possession of the hill, and had
sent him further orders. Day was now breaking, and it was too late
for any change of place.

Meantime orders had come from the general commanding for me
to delay my attack until I heard General Longstreet’s guns open on
the right. Lieutenant Turner at once returned to General Johnson, -
and delivered these instructions, directing him to be ready to attack,
Early being already in line on the left and Rodes on the right of the
. maidxll street of the town, Rodes’ line extending out on the Fairfield
road.

Early in the morning, I received a communication from the com-
manding general, the tenor of which was that he intended the main
attack to be made by the First Corps, on our right, and wished me,
as soon as their guns opened, to make a diversion in their favor, to
be converted into a real attack if an opportunity offered.

I made the necessary preparations, and about 5 p. m., when Gen-
eral Longstreet’s guns opened, General Johnson commenced a heavy
cannonade from Andrews’ battalion and [Archibald] Graham’s bat-
%3:1“ . the whole under Major [J. W.] Latimer, against the Cemetery

ill. :

After an hour’sfiring, finding that his guns were overpowered by the
greater number and superior position of the enemy’s batteries, Major
Latimer withdrew all but one battery, which he kept to repel any
infantry advance. While with this battery, this gallant young offi-
cer received, from almost the last shell fired, the wound which has
since resulted in his death. Colonel Brown says justly of that
calamity, ‘ No greater loss could have befallen the artillery of this
corps.” Major Latimer served with me from March, 1862, to the
second battle of Manassas (August 28 to 30,1862). I was particularly
struck at Winchester, May 25, 1862, his first warm engagement, by
his coolness, self-possession, and bravery under a very heavy artillery
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fire, showing when most needed the full possession f all his facul-
ties. Though not twenty-one when he fell, his soldierly qualities
had impressed me as deeply as those of any officer in my command.

Immediately after the artillery firing ceased, which was just before
sundown, General Johnson ordered forward his division to attack
the wooded hill in his front, and about dusk the attack was made.
The enemy were found strongly intrenched on the side of a very
steep mountain, beyond a creek with steep banks, only passable here
and there. Brig. Gen. J. M. Jones was wounded soon after the at-
tack began, and his brigade, which was on the right with Nicholls’
(Louisiana) brigade (under Colonel Williams), was forced back, but
Steuart, on the left, took part of the enemy’s breastworks, and held
them till ordered out at noon next day.

As soon as information reached him that Johnson’s attack had

commenced, General Early, who held the center of my corps, moved
Hays’ and Hoke’s brigades forward against the Cemetery Hill.
Charging over a hill into a ravine, they broke aline of the enemy’s
infantry posted behind a stone wall, and advanced up the steep face
of another hill, over two lines of breastworks. These brigades cap-
tured several batteries of artillery and held them until, finding that
no attack was made on the right, and that heavy masses of the enem
were advancing against their front and flank, they reluctantly fell
back, bringing away 75 to 100 prisoners and four stand of captured
colors. Major-General Rodes did not advance, for reasons given in
in his report.

Before beginning my advance, I had sent a staff officer to the di-
vision of the Third Corps, on my right, which proved to be General
Pender’s, to find out what they were to do. He reported the division
under command of General Lane, who succeeded Pender, wounded,
and who sent word back that the only orders he had received from
General Pender were that he was to attack if a favorable opportu-
nity presented. Ithen wrote to him (it being too late to communi-
cate with the corps commander) that I was akout attacking with my
-corps, and requested that he would co-operate. To this I received
no answer, nor do I believe that any advance was made. The want
of co-operation on the right made it more difficult for Rodes’ divis-
ion to attack, though, had it been otherwise, I have every reason to
believe, from the eminent success attending the assault of Hays and
Avery, that the enemy’s lines would have been carried.

I was ordered to renew my attack at daylight Friday morning, and
~as Johnson’s position was the only one affording hopes of doing this
to advantage, he was re-enforced by Smith’s brigade, of Early’s di-
vision, and Daniel’s and Rodes’ 81(1) brigades, of Rodes’ division.
Just before the time fixed for General Johnson to advance, the
enemy attacked him, to regain the works captured by Steuart the
evening before. They were repulsed with very heavy loss, and he
attacked in turn, pushing the enemy almost to tﬁe top of the mount-
ain, where the precipitous nature of the hill and an abatis of logs
and stones, with a very heavy work on the crest of the hill, stopped
his farther advance.

Half an hour after Johnson attacked, and when too late to recall
him, I received notice that Longstreet would not attack until 10
o’clock ; but, as it turned out, his attack was delayed till after 2
o’clock. In Johnson’s attack, the enemy abandoned a portion of their
works in disorder, and, as they ran across an open space to another
work, were exposed to the fire of Daniel’s brigade at 60 or 70 yards.

(13
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Our men were at this time under no fire of consequence. Their aim
was accurate, and General Daniel thinks that he killed here in half
an hour more than in all the rest of his fighting. Repeated reports
from the cavalry on our left that the enemy were moving heavy col-
umns of infantry to turn General Johnson’s left, at last caused him
about 1 p. m. to evacuate the works already gained. These reports
reached me also, and I sent Capt. G. C. Brown, of my staff, with a
party of cavalry to the left, to investigate them, who found them to
be without foundation, and General Johnson finally took up a posi-
tion about 300 yards in rear of the works he had abandoned, which
he held, under a cross-fire of artillery and exposed to the enemy’s
sharpshootars, until dark. At night my corps fell back, as ordered,
to the range of hills west of the town, taken by us on Wednesday,
where we remained unmolested during July 4.

The behavior of my troops throughout this campaign was beyond
praise, whether the points considered be their alacrity and willing en-
durance of the long marches, their orderly and exemplary conduct in
the enemy’s country, their bravery in action, or their patient endur-
ance of hunger, fatigue, and exposure during our retreat.

The lists of killed and wounded, as well as the results gained, will
show the desperate character of their fighting. In the infantry,
Daniel’s brigade, of Rodes’ division, and in the artillery, Andrews’
battalion, of Johnson’s division, suffered most loss. The Second
North Carolina Battalion, of Daniel’s brigade, lost 200 of 240 men,
killed and wounded, without yielding an inch of ground at any time.

BACK TO DARKESVILLE.

By order of the commanding general, the Third Corps was to move
at dark on July 4, and the First to follow with the prisoners, mine
being rear guard. Next day the Third was to take the rear, &c.

At.10 a. m. on the 5th, the other corps were not all in the road, and,
consequently, mine did not take up its march till near noon, and only
" reached Fairfi€ld at 4 p. m. Here the enemy, who had been threaten-
- ing our rear and occasionally opening a fire of artillery on the rear
guard (Gordon’s brigade, of Karly’s division), showed more boldness
in attacking, throwing out a line of skirmishers over a milé in length.
They were repulsed, and a battery which was shelling our column
driven off. '

‘We encamped for the night on a hill 14 miles west of Fairfield, and
next day, July 6, the Third Corps moving by another road, we were
still in the rear, Rodes’ division acting as rear guard, and repelling
another attack of the enemy. The Forty-fifth North Carolina, Dan-
iel’s brigade, under Captain [James A.] Hopkins, being summoned to
surrender, attacked the troops making the summons, and drove them
out of a wood in which they were posted. The enemy did not follow
much beyond Fairfield. Theroad was again blocked till noon. That
night we encamped near Waynesborough, and reached Hagerstown
about noon of July 7.

On the 11th, we were moved into line between Hagerstown and
Williamsport, our right joining the left of the Third Corps, and began
fortifying, and in a short time my men were well protected. Their
spirit was never better than at this time, and the wish was universal
that the enemy would attack. '

On the night of the 14th, I was ordered with my infantry and artil-
lery to ford at Williamsport, the ammunition-chests going in the
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General Meade recently wrote a note to his Government, reaffirming

his first statement, upon the authority of General Kilpatrick. Gen-

eral Kilpatrick, in order to glorify himself, has told a deliberate

falsehood. He knows full wéll that no organized body of men was

captured ; not even a company was captured, nor the majority of a

}s)in_gled company. He asserts, however, that he captured an entire
rigade.

The error I wish to correct is attributing all the men captured by
the enemy on the 14th as belonging to my command. I think I state
correctly when I say that 3 out of 4 of the men captured by the enemy
were captured between our works near Hagerstown and the point
where 1 engaged the enemy, and were the representatives of every
corps, division, and brigade which passed over this road. My staff
officers alone succeeded in driving from barns and houses immedi-
ately on the roadside several hundred stragglers who probably never
reached their commands, and these were but a small proportion of
the men who straggled.

In conclusion, I will add that the brigade commanders did their
duty, and the losses sustained were not attributable to any errors or
shortcomings of theirs, but resulted from causes beyond their con-
trol. The rear guard of a large army protecting its crossing over a
wide river can seldom fail to lose heavily if vigorously pursued by
the enemy, especially when in the act of crossing. Under the cir-

- cumstances, attacked as we were by a large and momentarily in-
creasing force, we have every reason to be thankful that our losses
were so small.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. HETH,
Major-General.

Capt. W. N. STARKE,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Army Corps.

No. 550.

Report of Maj J. Jones, Twenty-sixth North Carolina Infantry, .
commanding Pettigrew’s brigade.

AvcusT 9, 1863.

Str: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by Pettigrew’s brigade in the engagements beyond the Poto-
mac :

On the night of June 30, ultimo, the brigade was on picket on the
turnpike road leading from Chambersburg to Gettysburg, about half
way between Cashtown and the latter place.

Early on the morning of July 1, we moved down the pike toward
Gettysburg. When within about 24 miles of the town, we deployed

- to the left of the pike, but soon crossed over to the right, other regi-
ments of the division having been engaged for some time. We took
up our position in rear of our batteries after we moved to the right.
After remaining in this position about half an hour, exposed to a
random fire from the enemy’s guns, losing probably a dozen men
killed and wounded, we received orders to advance. We moved for-
ward about half a mile, and halted in a skirt of woods.

The following is the position of the regiments in the brigade: On
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the right, the Fifty-second North Carolina, next the Forty-seventh
North Carolina, then the Eleventh North Carolina, and on the left
the Twenty-sixth. In our front was a wheat-field about a fourth of
a mile wide ; then came a branch, with thick underbrush and briars
skirting the banks. Beyond this was again an open field, with the
exception of a wooded hill directly in front of the Twenty-sixth
Regiment, about covering its front.

. Skirmishers being thrown out, we remained in line of battle until

2 p. m., when orders to advance were received. The brigade moved
forward in beautiful style, at quick time, just with the brigade on
our left, commanded by Colonel Brockenbrough. When nearing the
branch referred to, the enemy poured a galling fire into the left of
the brigade from the opposite bank, where they had massed in heavy
force while we were in line of battle in the woods. The Forty-
seventh and Fifty-second, although exposed to a hot fire from artil-
lery and infantry, lost but few in comparison with the Eleventh and
Twenty-sixth. On went the command across the branch and up the
opposite slope, driving the enemy at the point of the bayonet back
upon their second line. This second line was encountered by our
left (the Twenty-sixth), while the other regiments were exposed toa
heavy shelling. The enemy’s single line in the field was engaged
principally with the right of the Eleventh and Forty-seventh. The
enemy did not perceive the Fifty-second, which flanked their left,
until they discovered themselves by a raking and destructive fire
into their ranks, by which they were broken. On this second line,
the fighting was terrible—our men advancing, the enemy stubbornly
resisting, until the two lines were pouring volleys into each other at
a distance not greater than 20 paces. At last the enemy were com-
pelled to give way. They again made a stand in the woods, and the
third time they were driven from their position, losing a stand of
colors, which was taken by the Twenty-sixth ; but, owing to some
c(izrelessness, they were left behind, and were picked up by some one
else.

While the Twenty-sixth was thus engaged, the rest of the line,
having cleared the field and being exposed to a heavy fire from the
enemy’s batteries, were ordered to fall back, which they did in per-
fect order. The Twenty-sixth, not receiving the order, were now
engaged in collecting ammunition from the enemy’s dead, being en-
tirely out themselves. Just as they were ready to advance again,
General Pender’s division passed over them. They followed on, and
assisted in driving the enemy from the heights on the edge of the
town. They then halted. That night the brigade bivouacked in
the woods they had occupied previous to making the charge.

‘While the whole brigade behaved most admirably, especial credit is
due the Eleventh and Twenty-sixth. The Twenty-sixth lost more
than half its men killed and wounded, among them Col. H. K. Bur-
gwyn, jr., killed, Lieut. Col. J. R. Lane seriously wounded, both with
the colors, with many other most valuable officers. Col. C. Leven-
thorpe, of the Eleventh, and Major [E. A. | Ross were lost—the former
wounded severely, the latter killed—with many officers and men.

We remained in this position until the evening of the 2d, when we
moved about a mile to our right, and took position in rear of our bat-
teries, facing the works of the enemy on Cemetery Hill.

We remained here until about 12 0’clock on the 3d, when our bat-
teries opened upon the enemy’s position. About 2 o’clock we were
ordered to advance. It was an open field in front, about three-quar-
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ters of a mile in width. In moving off, there was some confusion in
the line, owing to the fact that it had been ordered to close in on the
right on Pickett’s division, while that command gave way to the
left. This was soon corrected, and the advance was made in perfect
order. When about half across the intervening space, the enemy
opened on us a most destructive fire of grape and canister. When
within about 250 or 300 yards of the stone wall behind which the
enemy was posted, we were met with a perfect hail-storm of lead from
their small-arms. The brigade dashed on, and many had reached"
the wall, when we received a deadly volley from the left. The whole
line on the left had given way, and we were being rapidly flanked.
‘With our thinned ranks and in such a position, it would have been
folly to stand, and against such odds. We therefore fell back to
our original position in rear of the batteries. After this day’s fight,
but one field officer was left in the brigade. Regiments that went
in with colonels came out commanded by lieutenants.

‘We remained in this position until the night of the 4th, when we
took up line of march for Hagerstown, Md. We remained there
and in the vicinage until the night of the 13th, for some days in line
of battle. On that night, we took up line of march for the Potomac.

After traveling all night in mud and rain, about 8 o’clock on the
morning of the 14th we took position in a wheat-field as a portion of
the rear guard, while the rest of the troops crossed the river at the
pontoon bridge (about 14 miles) at Falling Waters. The men stacked
arms, and most of them were asleep, feeling perfectly secure, as our
cavalry were out in front. We had been here probably two hours
when the enemy’s cavalry dashed in upon us, causing some confusion,
as the men were just aroused from sleep. Soon as they saw what
was the matter, they seized their guns, and soon made way with the
cavalry ; all but 3 of them were killed or wounded. General Petti-
grew was here mortally wounded.. He had received a severe contu-
sion on the hand on the 3d, but would not report off duty. I was
informed of his condition, and that I was senior officer of the bri-
gade, subject to the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel [S. G.] Shepard,
commanding General Archer’s brigade.

Soon after this,I received orders to fall back gradually to the
river. I did so, fighting the enemy, who had now brought up an in-
fantry force, all the way. In this I lost a few men killed and several
taken prisoners, most of whom gave out from exhaustion. I could
have saved most of those lost by a more hasty retreat along the road,
‘but in that event would have left a brigade on my left completely
in the hands of the enemy.

‘Weé crossed the pontoon about 12 m., just as the bridge was being
cut loose. The brigade was marched next day to Bunker Hill, where
it remained until 1 was relieved from command by the arrival of
Lieutenant-Colonel [W. J.] Martin, of the Eleventh.

The brigade deserves the highest praise, not more from its conduct
on the battle-field than its soldierly bearing on the march. Where
every one did his duty, it would be invidious to mention names.

" For list of casualties, see reports before sent in.
I am, major, respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. JONES,
Magjor Twenty-sixth Regiment North Carolina Troops.

Maj. R. H. FINNEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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and [J. D.] Barry, advanced some minutes after the whole line had
given way, and fell back, under direct orders.

The gallantry and impetuosity of the two brigades of the division
engaged in this attack drew from their veteran and wounded com-
mander the highest compliments, as it won the admiration of all
who witnessed it. Lane’s veteran troops advanced with that enthu-
siasm and firmness which had characterized them on every field
which has made the soil of Virginia historic, under the immediate
supervision of their brigade commander ; and the brigade of General
Scales, yet weak from the terrible loss it sustained at Chancellors-
ville, and one-half of its remaining numbers killed and wounded in
the attack on the 1st (including the brigade commander and all the
field officers save one, who was wounded in this attack), yet moved
forward with characteristic gallantry, and its right touched the
enemy’s line of works, and gave way only when the whole force on
the right was gone, and the enemy, from numerous batteries crown-
ing every height, was rapidly decimating its already reduced ranks.

In this-attack, Major-General Trimble was severely wounded near
the enemy’s works, in the leg, which necessitated its amputation, and,
in the retreat to the Potomac, unfortunately fell into the hands of the
enemy. His conduct needs no encomium in this report. The action
of the division attests the value of his services, which a grateful coun-
try will ever appreciate. One member of his staff was killed and 2
others wounded, Major Gettings but slightly.

_The division was reformed, in accordance with orders from General
Trimble, by General Lane, just in rear of the artillery, and upon the
same ground where it had rested before making the attack, and in
this position remained until the army fell back on the night of the 4th,

The reports of brigade commanders are herewith inclosed, to which
your attention is called for further particulars and for notices of in-
dividual gallantry.

The list of casualties, which was very large, has already been for-
warded by Surg. P. A. Holt, the medical director of the division.

Sincerely regretting the loss the division sustained in its two com-
manders, which has devolved upon me the necessity of writing this
report, I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOS. A. ENGELHARD,
Assistamt Adjutant-General.

Maj. WiLriam H. PALMER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 55%.

Report of Col. Abner Perrin, Fourteenth South Carolina Infantry,
commanding McGowan’s brigade.

HEADQUARTERS MCGOWAN’S BRIGADE,
August 13, 1863.
Sir: This brigade—consisting of the following-named South Caro-
lina regiments, to wit: The First [Provisional Army], Twelfth, Thir-
teenth, Fourteenth, and [First] Rifles, the First under the command
of Maj. C. W. McCreary, the Twelfth under Col. John L. Miller, the
Thirteenth, Lieut. Col. B. T. Brockman, the Fourteenth, Lieut. Col.
Joseph N. Brown, and the Rifles, Capt. William M. Hadden—being a
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part of Major-General Pender’s light division, formed a part of the
Army of Northern Virginia in the late campaign across the Poto-
mac, and was from June 5 until the present time under my imme-
diate command.

About 8 o’clock on the morning of July 1, I received orders to get
under arms, and the brigade, excepting Captain Hadden, who was
left with the Rifles to guard the wagon train, commenced the march,
on the turnpike leading to Gettysburg, at the head of the division,
and just in the rear of the division of Major-General Heth.

The march was continued to within 3 miles of Gettysburg, when
I was ordered to file down a road, form line of battle, leaving suffi-
cient room between my left and the Gettysburg road for General
Scales’ brigade, and to throw out skirmishers to cover my right
flank. :

Skirmishing between the advanced infantry of General Heth’s di-
vision and that of the enemy, as well as heavy artillery firing, had
already commenced in our front. I was soon notified that General
Heth would advance, and that I would make a corresponding move-
ment forward, preserving my alignment with General Scales, on my
left. We moveg through the open field about a mile, where we halted
in rear and in supporting distance of General Heth’s division, which
had now become cﬁ)sely engaged with the enemy in our front. Here
Brigadier-General Lane’s brigade took position on my right, to protect
our flank from the enemy’s cavalry and some infantry reported by
Captain [William T.] Haskell in that direction.

‘We remained in this position until about 3 o’clock, and were again
ordered forward, and again advanced probably a half mile, when we
came close upcn General Heth’s division pressing the enemy, within
a short distance in front of us.

I remained in this position probably until after 4 o’clock, when I
was ordered by General Pender to advance, and to pass General
Heth’s division should I come up with it at a halt, and to engage
the enemy as circumstances might warrant. I soon came up with
and passed Brigadier-General Pettigrew’s brigade, the men of which
seemed much exhausted by several hours’ hard fighting. Here I
availed myself of a ravine, which sheltered us from the enemy’s ar-
tillery, to reform my line, and instructed regimental commanders
when the advance was resumed not to allow a gun to be fired at the
enemy until they received orders to do so.

‘We now moved forward, preserving an alignment with General
Scales, and, as soon as the brigade commenced ascending the hill in
front, we were met by a furious storm of musketry and shells from
the enemy’s batteries to the left of the road near Gettysburg; but
the instructions I had given were scrupulously observed—not a gun
was fired. The brigade received the enemy’s fire without faltering;
rushed up the hill at a charge, driving the enemy without difficulty
to their last position at Gettysburg.

We continued the charge without opposition, excepting from ar-
tillery, which maintained a constant and most galling fire upon us,
until we got within 200 yards of their last position, about the theo-
logical college. Some lines of infantry had shown themselves across
the field, but disappeared as we got within range of them. While
crossing the last fence, about 200 yards from a grove near the college,
the brigade received the most destructive fire of musketry I have
ever been exposed to. We continued to press forward, however,
without firing, until we reached the edge of the grove. Here the
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Fourteenth Regiment was staggered for a moment by the severity
and destructiveness aof the enemy’s musketry. It leoked to us as
though this regiment was entirely destroyed.

I here found myself without support either on the right or left.
General Scales’ brigade had halted to return the enemy’s fire, near
the fence, about 200 yards distance from the enemy. General Lane’s
brigade did not move upon my right at all, and was not at this time
in sight of me. This gave the enemy an enfilading fire upon the
Fourteenth. This regiment, under the lead of Lieutenant-Colonel
Brown and Major [E.] Croft, most gallantly stood its ground. Inow
directed the First Regiment, under Major McCreary, to oblique to the
right, to avoid a breastwork of rails behind, where I discovered the
enemy was posted, and then to change front to the left, and attack in
his flank. This was done most effectually, under the lead of this gal-
lant officer. The enemy were here completely routed. This caused
the whole of their artillery on our left, at least thirty pieces, to be
limbered up and moved to the rear. Much of their artillery would
have been captured, but the First and Fourteenth in their pursuit
again met a force of the enemy’s infantry, strongly posted behind a
stone wall, near and to the left of the college. It was the work of a
few moments, however, to dislodge them.

These two regiments, now reduced in numbers to less than one-half
the men they carried into the battle, pursued the enemy to within
the town of Gettysburg, capturing hundreds of prisoners, two field
pieces, and a number of caissons.

While the First and Fourteenth Regiments were assailing the en-
emy and driving him from his breastwork nearthe college, T ordered
the Twelfth Regiment, under Colonel Miller, and the Thirteenth,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Brockman, to oblique to the right, and
charge the enemy, strongly posted behind a stone fence, to the right
of the college, from which position he had keptup a constant and with-
ering fire ofg musketry upon the front and right flank of the brigade.
These two regiments had necessarily to change direction to the right
somewhat, so as to meet the enemy full in front. This movement was
most brilliantly performed by these two regiments, and was most
skillfully managed by the officers I have mentioned. They rushed
up tothe crest of the hill and the stone fence, driving everything be-
fore them, the Twelfth gaining the stone fence, and pouring an enfi-
lading fire upon the enemy’s right flank. The Thirteenth now com-
ing up, made it an easy task to drive the enemy down the opposite
slope and across the open field west of Gettysburg.

This was the last of the fight of this day. The enemy completely
routed and driven from every point, Gettysburg was now completely
in our possession. :

After penetrating the enemy’s lines near the college, the change of
direction of the First and Fourteenth to attack the enemy in flank
to the left, and the oblique movement and change of direction of the
Twelfth and Thirteenth to attack the enemy in flank to the right,
necessarily separated the brigadeinto two parts. Assoonas I knew the
enemy had been routed on the right, I ordered the Twelfth and Thir-
teenth to unite again with the First and Fourteenth, who were now
pursuing the fleeing force through the town.

Finding the two last-named regiments now reduced to less than
half the number with which they entered the battle, and the men
much exhausted, I ordered them back from thetown, to await the
Twelfth and Thirteenth, and sent a small detachment through the
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town to take such prisoners as the enemy had left in the retreat. It
was after the recal%jof these two regiments that the brigade of Brig-
adier-General Ramseur filed through Gettysburg from the direction
of my left.

The loss of the brigade in killed and wounded did not fall short of
500.

Better conduct was never exhibited on any field than was shown
by both officers and men in this engagement. Each one of the color-
sergeants taken into the fight was killed in front of his regiment.
Some regiments had a number of color-bearers shot down one after
another. The officers generally were conspicuous in leading their
men everywhere in the hottest of the fight.

After the First and Fourteenth were withdrawn from Gettysburg,
General Pender ordered me to get the brigade together, and let the
men rest. Now it was that the first piece of artillery fired by the
enemy from Cemetery Hill, southwest of Gettysburg, was opened
upon my command, and it was the same artillery which we had
driven from our left near Gettysburg. I saw it move off from my
left, and file into position over the hill.

The next day, having taken position in rear of some artillery as a
support, we were exposed to and suffered a small loss from the enemy’s
shells. ~About 6 o’clock in the afternoon, I was ordered to push for-
ward my skirmish line, and to drive in the enemy’s pickets from a
road in front of the Cemetery Hill. I communicated this order to
Capt. William T. Haskell, in command of a select battalion of sharp-
shooters, acting as skirmishers, and sent Major McCreary forward
with his regiment, about 100 strong, to deploy in rear of Captain
Haskell, and to act as asupport. This battalion of sharpshooters, led
by the gallant Haskell, made a most intrepid charge upon the Yankee
skirmishers, driving them out of the road and close up under their
batteries; but, soon after gaining the road, Captain Haskell received
a wound from the enemy’s sharpshooters, from which he died in a
few moments on the field. This brave and worthy young officer fell
while boldly walking along the front line of his command, encour-
aging his men and selecting favorable positions for them to defend.
He was educated and accomplished, possessing in a high degree
every virtuous quality of the true gentleman and Christian. He
was an officer of most excellent judgment, and a soldier of the cool-
est and most chivalrous daring.

This position was held by my skirmishers until, about 10 o’clock at
night, I was ordered to place my brigade in line of battle, then on
the right of General Ramseur’s brigade and on the left of General
Thomas. I remained quietly in this position during the remainder
of the night, having thrown forward skirmishers again.

Early next morning (the 3d), the heaviest skirmishing I have ever
witnessed was here kept up during the greater part of the day. The
enemy made desperate efforts to recapture the position, on account
of our skirmishers being within easy range of their artillerists on the
Cemetery Hill, but we repulsed every assault, and held the position
until crdered back to the main line at Gettysburg. At one time the
enemy poured down a perfect torrent of light troops from the hill,
which swept my skirmishers back upon the main line. Inow ordered
the Fourteenth to deploy and charge the enemy, which was done in
the most gallant style, not without losing some valuable officers and
men. Lieutenant-Colonel Brown and Major Croft, of the Fourteenth,
were here severely wounded.
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‘We remained at Gettysburg the remainder of the night and during
the 4th, and at night moved back with the division toward Hagers-
town. Went into line of battle at Hagerstown on the [11th], when
my skirmishers were again engaged, and where we lost a few men
killed and wounded. Among the former, Capt. John W. Chambers,
of the First, a most gallant and worthy officer, who fell, at the head
of his company. .

On the night of the [13th], we commenced the march in the direc-
tion of Falling Waters. While resting about 2 miles from Falling
Waters, we were attacked by the enemy’s cavalry. I was ordered
to move my command to the right, and had to extend my right flank
to the canal, near the river, to keep the enemy from getting around
my flank. The enemy kept pressing upon me with his skirmishers,
but these were easily kept in check by my own skirmishers.. Assoon
.as I got in position and was prepared to receive the enemy’s attack,
T was ordered to fall back toward the bridge at Falling Waters. The
brigade fell back in perfect order, and gained the road, and formed
in line of battle across it, and then moved in retreat toward the
bridge, in rear of the whole corps.

I lost in this affair about 30 men captured, being the greater part
of two companies that I had sent forward to strengthen the skirmish
line. It resulted from their not going where they were ordered to
go. Ilost from men breaking down, sick, barefoot, straggling, &c.,
about 60 men more from the time of leaving Gettysburg to reaching
and recrossing the Potomac at Falling Waters. My total missing
in the whole campaign was about 90 men; killed and wounded, 654.*

T take occasion to mention the names of Major Croft, of the Four-
teenth; Major [Isaac F.] Hunt, of the Thirteenth, and Major [E. F.]
Bookter, of the Twelfth, as officers who proved themselves fully
worthy of their positions throughout the engagements around Get-
tysburg. I remarked particularly the cool and gallant bearing of
Major Bookter, and the force and judgment with which he managed
the men under his control. A

Captains [W.P.] Shooter, [T.P.] Alston, and ([JA. P.] Butler, of
the El‘)irst Regiment South Carolina Volunteers; Captains [James]
Boatwright and [E.] Cowan, of the Fourteenth South Carolina Vol-
unteers, and Captain [T. Frank] Clyburn, of the Twelfth, were dis-
tinguished for uncommonly good conduct in the action, as I can
testify from my personal observation. ,

A. PERRIN,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Maj. JosEpH A. ENGELHARD,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Light Division.

No. 558.

Report of Brig. Gen. James H. Lane, C. S. Army, commanding
, brigade.

HEADQUARTERS LANE’S BRIGADE,
Awugust 13, 1863.

MaJor: I have the honor to report that, on the morning of July 1,
we moved from South Mountain, Pa., through Cashtown, in the di-

#* For casualties July 1-3, see p. 344.



656 N. C., VA.,, W. VA., MD., PA., ETC. [Crap. XXXIX.

teries was unavoidable. The led horses ordered to be turned over
to them by Gteneral Imboden were too much broken down to be of
any service, and the wagons were loaded with wounded men.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CHARLES RICHARDSON,
Major of Battalion.
Lieut. Col. J. J. GARNETT,
Commanding Battalion Light Artillery.

No. 556.

Report of Maj. Joseph A. Engelhard, Assistant Adjutant-General,
C. S. Army, of operations of Pender’s division.

HEADQUARTERS WILCOX’S LIGHT DIVISION,
November 4, 1863,

MaJgor: The light division of Maj. Gen. W. D. Pender, consist-
ing of the brigades of Brig. Gens. J. H. Lane, E. L. Thomas, A. M.
Scales, and S. McGowan, the latter under command of Col. A.
Perrin, Fourteenth South Carolina Volunteers, which had encamped,
on the afternoon of June 30, on the north side of South Mountain,
Pa., moved from that position at 8 o’clock on the morning of July 1,
along the turnpike through Cashtown, in the direction of Gettys-
burg, in rear of the division of Major-General Heth.

When within about 8 miles of Gettysburg, the artillery and the
advance of Major-General Heth having already become engaged
with the enemy, the division was formed in line of battle from right
to left in the following order: Colonel Perrin, Brigadier-Generals
Scales, Lane, and Thomas ; the two former on the right and the two
latter on the left of the turnpike. In this order, with a strong line
of skirmishers thrown out on the right, the division advanced for
nearly a mile, and was halted, in obedience to orders from Lieuten-
ant-General Hill, General Heth having also halted in front.

About 3 o’clock, the troops of the corps of Lieutenant-General
Ewell appearing on the left, and the enemy making a strong demon-
stration on the right with infantry and cavalry, the brigade of Gen-
eral Lane was ordered to the extreme right of the division, and Gen-
eral Thomas was directed to close upon the left of General Scales.
Simultaneous with the appearance of Lieutenant-General Ewell on
the left, a general advance was ordered on the right. General Heth
moved quickly forward, and soon became vigorously engaged with
the enemy. The light division in the new order moved forward to
his support, with the exception of the brigade of General Thomas,
which was retained by Lieutenant-General Hill to meet a threat-
ened advance from the left. The division continued to move forward
until it came close upon the command of Gteneral Heth, pressing the
enemy successfully within a short distance in front. General Pender
sent his assistant adjutant-general forward to General Heth to know
if that officer was in need of assistance. (On being informed that he
was pressing the enemy from one position to another, the division
advanced slowly, keeping within close supporting distance of the
troops in front.

About 4 o’clock, General Pender ordered an advance of the three
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brigades, with instructions to pass General Heth’s division, if found
at a halt, and charge the enemy’s position, which was on a promi-
nent ridge between a quarter and a half mile from Gettysburg. The
division moved rapidly forward, and passed the division of General
Heth, then under command of Brigadier-General Pettigrew, which
seemed much exhausted and greatly reduced by several hours’ hard
and successful fighting. General Lane, on the extreme right, being
annoyed by a heavy force of dismounted cavalry on his right flank,
which kept up a severe enfilade fire, was so much delayed thereby
that he was unable to attack the enemy in front, excepting in meeting
a force of them posted in the woods occupied the next day by Major
Pegram’s battalion of artillery. .

Colonel Perrin, after passing General Heth’s division, took advan-
tage of a ravine to reform his%ine, and moved rapidly forward, pre-
serving an alignment with General Scales, on his left.

Upon ascending a hill in front, the brigade was met by a furious
storm of musketry and shell from infantry posted behind temporary
breastworks and artillery from batteries to theleft of the road near
Gettysburg. The brigade steadily advanced at a charge, reserving
its fire, as ordered, easily dislodging the enemy from his several posi-
tions, and meeting with but little opposition, excepting from an enfi-
lade fire from the artillery on the left, until 1t came within 200 yards
oflllﬂs last position, the ridge upon which is situated the theological
college.

The brigade, in crossing a line of fencing, received a most withering
and destructive fire, but continued to charge without returning the
fire of the enemy until reaching the edge of the grove which crowns
the crest of the ridge. Colonel Perrin, here finding himself without
su pport either on the right or left (General Lane having been delayed
by the attack on his flank, and General Scales’ brigade having halted
to return the fire of the enemy after their brigade commander had
been wounded), attacked the enemy determinedly in his immediate
front with success, suffering greatly by an enfilade fire on both flanks,
and then, dividing his command by ordering the two right regiments
to change front to the right, and the two left regiments to change
front to the left, he attacked the enemy posted on the right behind
a stone wall and on the left behind a breastwork of rails in flank,
%?’Slilly routing them, driving them through the town to Cemetery

ill.

This movement caused the artillery on the left, which had con-
tinued to keep up a constant and destructive fire upon the advancing
lines of the division, to limber up and move to the rear. Much of
this artillery would have been captured, but the two left regiments
met a second force of the enemy posted behind a stone fence to the
left of the college, which was easily dislodged, but not in time to
intercept the fleeing batteries.

Too much credit cannot be awarded to Colonel Perrin and the
splendid brigade under his command for the manner and spirit with
which this attack was conducted. To the former, the Government
has recognized his valuable services in a manner the most grateful
to the true soldier, by a prompt promotion. Of the latter, all who
are acquainted with their gallantry on this occasion unite in their
commendation to both. Their commander, who fell mortally
wounded the succeeding day, was most enthusiastic in their praise.

General Scales, on the left, with his left resting on the turnpike,
after passing the troops of General Heth, advanced at a charge upon
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the flank of a brigade of the enemy which was engaged with the
extreme left of Gieneral Heth’s division, upon the opposite side of the
road, which soon caused the enemy to fall back. The brigade con-
tinued to advance rapidly, and as it commenced to descend the hill
opposite the ridge upon which the enemy was posted, it encountered
a most terrific fire of grape and shell on the left flank, and grape
and musketry in front, but still it pressed forward at a double-quick
until the bottom was reached, a distance of about 75 yards from the
enemy’s fortified position. Here the fire was most severe. Every
field officer, with one exception, was either killed or wounded. Gen-
eral Scales and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General [J. W.] Riddick
were disabled by severe wounds.

The brigade halted to return the fire of the enemy, which was now
very severe, throwing the line somewhat in confusion. Major-Gen-
eral Pender, with portions of his staff and General Scales’, though
suffering much from a severe wound in the leg, succeeded in rallying
the brigade, which immediately pushed forward again, under com-
mand of Lieut. Col. G. T. Gordon, Thirty-fourth North Carolina,
%nd joined in the pursuit of the enemy, driving him through Gettys-

urg. _

The troops of the division which had been sent into the town to
gather up prisoners were withdrawn upon the appearance of the
brigade of General S. D. Ramseur filing into it from the left, and
the whole division, General Thomas having come up, was formed in
line along the ridge opposite the town and Cemetery Hill, the left
resting on the Fairﬁelc{)road.

In this position they rested during the night and the next day,
with no active operations excepting heavy skirmishing along the
entire line.

During a successful charge made to drive the enemy from in front
of Cemetery Hill, Capt. William T. Haskell, First South Carolina
Volunteers [Provisional Army], in charge of a select battalion of
sharpshooters, received a wound from which he died in a few min-
utes on the field. Says Colonel Perrin in his official report of this
transaction :

This brave and worthy young officer fell while boldly walking along the front
line of his command, encouraging his men and selecting favorable positions for
them to defend. He was educated and accomplished, possessing in a high degree
every virtuous quality of the true gentleman and Christian. He was an officer of
most excellent judgment, and a soldier of the coolest and most chivalrous daring.

Late in the afternoon of this day, during the attack of Lieutenant-
General Longstreet’s corps and a portion of Major-General Ander-
son’s division upon the enemy’s left, Major-General Pender, having
ridden to the extreme right of his command, to advance his division
should the opportunity offer, received a severe wound in the leg from
a fragment of a shell, which subsequently proved fatal. Seldom has
the service suffered more in the loss of one man than it did when
this valuable officer fell. Gallant, skillful, energetic, this young
commander had won a reputation surpassed only by the success and

~ability of his services. Thecommanding general in the preliminary

report of this battle, already published, forcibly expresses the senti-
ments of all who knew General Pender and who had watched his
career as a soldier. Says the report referred to:

This lamented officer has borne a distinguished part in every engagement of this

army, and on several occasions was wounded while leading his command with
conspicuous gallantry and ability. The confidence and admiration inspired by his
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courage and capacity as an officer were only equaled by the esteem and respect en-
tertained by all with whom he was associated, for the noble qualities of his modest
and unassuming character.

The command of the division devolved upon General Lane, who,
upon being informed by Lieutenant-Gteneral Ewell that he would
move upon the enemy’s position at dark, ordered the brigades of
General Thomas and Colonel Perrin forward to the road occupied by
the skirmishers, so as to protect the right flank of General Rodes’
division, supporting these two brigades with his own, commanded
_ by Col. C. M. Avery, Thirty-third North Carolina, and Scales’, com-
manded by Col. W. L. J. Lowrance, Thirty-fourth North Carolina,
who, although wounded on the 1st, had reported for duty. The
night attack was subsequently abandoned, but these two brigades
(Thomas’ and Perrin’s) remained in their advanced position during
the night and the next day, keeping up a continuous and heavy skir-
mish with the enemy, compelling his advance to remain close under
the batteries of Cemetery Hill, the brigades of Lane and Scales form-
ing a second line. :

During the morning of the 3d, General Lane received an order from
Lieutenant-Geeneral Hill to report in person with the two brigades
forming his second line to the right of Lieutenant-General Long-
street, as a support to Pettigrew. General Longstreet ordered him
to form in rear of the right of Heth’s division, commanded by Gen-
eral Pettigrew.

Having executed this order, General Lane was relieved of the com-
mand by Maj. Gen. I. R. Trimble, who acted under the same orders
given to (eneral Lane.

The two brigades, thus formed as a support to Pettigrew, with
Lowrance on the right, after suffering no little from the two hours’
exposure to the heavy artillery fire which proceded the attack on the
3d, advanced in close supporting distance of Pettigrew’s line, Gen-
eral Trimble, with portions of his own and General Pender’s staff,
being with and taking immediate command of the movement. The
line moved forward through the woods into the open field about 1
mile, in full view of the fortified position of the enemy, exposed to a
murderous artillery and infantry fire in front, a severe artillery fire
from the right, and an enfilade fire of musketry from the left. The
line moved forward handsomely and firmly. The division in front
gaining ground to the right, uncovered the left of Lane’s brigade,
which caused it to advance more rapidly than the rest of the line,
which was checked by an order from General Trimble.

‘When within a few hundred yards of the enemy’s works, the line
in front being entirely gone, the division moved rapidly up, connect-
ing with the troops on the right, still stubbornly contesting the
ground with the enemy, reserving their fire until within easy range,
and then opening with telling effect, driving the artillerists from
their guns, completely silencing them, and breaking the line of in-
fantry supports formed on the crest of the hill. All the guns in the
immediate front of the division were silenced, and the infantry had
fallen behind their second and third lines of defense, when the divis-
ion, advancing in an oblique direction, the extreme right of which
had reached the works, was compelled to fall back, the troops on the
right having already gone, exposing the line to a very deadly fire
from that direction immediately on the flank, and, a large column of
infantry appearing on the left, that flank also became exposed. The
two extreme left regiments of Lane’s brigade, under Colonels Avery
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and [J. D.] Barry, advanced some minutes after the whole line had
given way, and fell back, under direct orders.

The gallantry and impetuosity of the two brigades of the division
engaged in this attack drew from their veteran and wounded com-
mander the highest compliments, as it won the admiration of all
who witnessed it. Lane’s veteran troops advanced with that enthu-
siasm and firmness which had characterized them on every field
which has made the soil of Virginia historic, under the immediate
supervision of their brigade commander ; and the brigade of General
Scales, yet weak from the terrible loss it sustained at Chancellors-
ville, and one-half of its remaining numbers killed and wounded in
the attack on the 1st (including the brigade commander and all the
field officers save one, who was wounded in this attack), yet moved
forward with characteristic gallantry, and its right touched the
enemy’s line of works, and gave way only when the whole force on
the right was gone, and the enemy, from numerous batteries crown-
ing every height, was rapidly decimating its already reduced ranks.

In this-attack, Major-General Trimble was severely wounded near
the enemy’s works, in the leg, which necessitated its amputation, and,
in the retreat to the Potomac, unfortunately fell into the hands of the
enemy. His conduct needs no encomium in this report. The action
of the division attests the value of his services, which a grateful coun-
try will ever appreciate. One member of his staff was killed and 2
others wounded, Major Gettings but slightly.

_The division was reformed, in accordance with orders from General
Trimble, by General Lane, just in rear of the artillery, and upon the
same ground where it had rested before making the attack, and in
this position remained until the army fell back on the night of the 4th,

The reports of brigade commanders are herewith inclosed, to which
your attention is called for further particulars and for notices of in-
dividual gallantry.

The list of casualties, which was very large, has already been for-
warded by Surg. P. A. Holt, the medical director of the division.

Sincerely regretting the loss the division sustained in its two com-
manders, which has devolved upon me the necessity of writing this
report, I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOS. A. ENGELHARD,
Assistamt Adjutant-General.

Maj. WiLriam H. PALMER,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 55%.

Report of Col. Abner Perrin, Fourteenth South Carolina Infantry,
commanding McGowan’s brigade.

HEADQUARTERS MCGOWAN’S BRIGADE,
August 13, 1863.
Sir: This brigade—consisting of the following-named South Caro-
lina regiments, to wit: The First [Provisional Army], Twelfth, Thir-
teenth, Fourteenth, and [First] Rifles, the First under the command
of Maj. C. W. McCreary, the Twelfth under Col. John L. Miller, the
Thirteenth, Lieut. Col. B. T. Brockman, the Fourteenth, Lieut. Col.
Joseph N. Brown, and the Rifles, Capt. William M. Hadden—being a
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attack of the enemy on the evening of the 2d and morning of the 3d,
with small loss to us.

The officers of my staff and of my command performed their whole
duty without an exception. Under these circumstances I cannot par-
ticularly commend any of them without doing injustice to otﬁers
equally meritorious.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. S. WADSWORTH,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

The ASSISTANT-ADJUTANT GENERAL,
First Army Corps.

No. 33.

Report of Col. Henry A. Morrow, Twenty-fourth Michigan In-
fantry, First Brigade.

. Hp@rs. FirsT Bric., FirsT Di1v., FIRsT ARMY CORPS,
Culpeper, Va., February 22, 1864.

CapraIN: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by the Twenty-fourth Michigan Volunteers in the battle
of Gettysburg, July 1, 1863, and the events immediately preceding:

On June 28, we marched from Middletown, Md., to near Frederick
City, and on the 29th we marched to Emmitsburg. The latter was
a long march, in which the troops suffered much from fatigue.

o OnkJ une 30, we marched 3 or 4 miles, and bivouacked near Marsh
reek. ,
At an early hour on July 1, we marched in the direction of Gettys-

burg, distant 6 or 7 miles. The report of artillery was soon heard

in the direction of this place, which indicated that our cavalry had
already engaged the enemy. Our pace was considerably quickened,
and about 9 a. m. we came near the town of Gettysburg, and filed
off to the left, leaving it on -our right. We crossed an insignificant
branch, and were moved forward into line of battle on the double-
quick. The cavalry immediately in our front was hotly engaged
with the enemy, and the brigade was ordered to advance at once, no
order being given or time allowed for loading our guns. I halted
my regiment for this purpose, but was directed by a staff officer—I
think he belonged to the staff of General Wadsworth—to move for-
ward immediately without loading, which I did. The order to
charge was now given, and the brigade dashed up and over the hill
and down into the ravine, through which flows Willoughby’s Run,
where we captured a large number of prisoners, being a part of

General Archer’s brigade. The cavalry in the meantime had taken

position on ourleft flank. In thisaffair the Twenty-fourth Michigan

occupied the extreme left of the brigade, the Nineteenth Indiana
being on our right. &

I here lost my color-bearer, Abel G. Peck (a brave and faithful
soldier), several of my color-guard, and many of my men.

After advancing to the crest of the hill beyond the run, we were
halted, and threw out skirmishers to the front and also to the left,
near a brick house.

We now received orders to withdraw to the east bank of the
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- stream, which was done. The brigade changed front forward on
first battalion, and marched into the woods known as McPherson’s
woods, and formed in line of battle, the Nineteenth Indiana beingon .
the left of the Twenty-fourth Michigan and the Seventh Wisconsin
onitsright. Inexecuting this movement, my lieutenant-colonel and
adjutant were severely wounded, and did not afterward rejoin the
regiment, the former having lost a leg, and the latter being severely
wounded in the groin. The line of the Twenty-fourth Michigan
curved a little backward on the right, that wing being thrown back,
so as to connect with the Seventh Wiseonsin. Skirmishers were
immediately deployed in front, and became at once engaged with the
enemy.

The woods were shelled, but I have no casualties to report as oc-
curring at this time. I sent officers several times to the general com-
manding to report the condition of the line, and suggesting a change
of position, as it was, in my judgment, untenable. To these reports
of the condition of our line, I received answer that the position was
ordered to be held, and must be held at all hazards.

The enemy ‘advanced in two lines of battle, their right extending
beyond and overlapping our left. I gave direction to the men to
withhold their fire until the enemy should come within short range
of our guns. This was done, but the nature of the ground was such
that I am inclined to think we inflicted but little injury on the en-
emy at this time. Their advance was not checked, and they came
on with rapid strides, yelling like demons. The Nineteenth Indiana,
on our left, fought most gallantly, but was overpowered by superior
numbers, the enemy having also the advantage of position, and, after
a severe loss, was forced back. The left of my regiment was now ex-
posed to an enfilading fire, and orders were given for this portion of
the line to swing back, so as to face the enemy, now on this flank.
Pending the execution of this movement, the enemy advanced in such
force as to compel me to fall back and take a new position a ghort
distance in the rear.

In the meantime I had lost in killed and wounded several of my
best officers and many of my men. Among the former were Capt.
William J. Speed, acting major, and Lieutenant Dickey, a young
officer of great promise. Charles Ballare, my second color-bearer,
was killed here.

The second line was promptly formed, and we made a desperate
resistance, but the enemy accumulating in our front, and our losses
being very great, we were forced to fall back and take up a third

osition beyond a slight ravine. My third color-bearer, Augustus

rnest, of Company K, was killed on this line. Maj. E. B. Wight,
acting lieutenant-colonel, was wounded at this time and compelled
to leave the field.

By this time the ranks were so diminished that scarcely a fourth
of the forces taken into action could be rallied. Corpl. Andrew Wag-
ner, Company F, one of the color guard, took the colors, and was or-
dered by me to plant them in a position to which I designed to rally
the men. He was wounded in the breast and left on the field. I
now took the flag from the ground, where it had fallen, and was
rallying the remnant of my regiment, when Private William Kelly,
of Company E, took the colors from my hands, remarking, as he did
so, ‘““The colonel of the Twenty-fourth shall never carry the flag
while I am alive.” He was killed instantly. Private Lilburn A.
Spaulding, of Company K, seized the colors and bore them for a time.
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Subsequently I took them from him to rally the men, and kept them
until I was wounded. .

‘We had inflicted severe loss on the enemy, but their numbers were
s0 overpowering and our own losses had been so great that we were
unable to maintain our position, and were forced back, step by step,
contesting every foot of ground, to the barricade. I was wounded
iust before reaching the barricade, west of the seminary building,
and left the field. Previous to abandoning our last position, orders
%Vlefie received to fall back, given, I believe, by Major-General Dou-

eday.

They command of the regiment now devolved upon Capt. Albert
M. Edwards, who collected the remnant of it, and fell bac with the
brigade to Culp’s Hill, which it held for the two succeeding days.

Shortly after I was wounded, Captain Edwards found the colors in
the hands of a wounded soldier, who had fallen on the east side of the
barricade.. He was reclining on his right side, and was holding the
colors in his left hand. I have not been ablé to ascertain the name
of this brave soldier in whose garalyzed hands Captain Edwards
found the flag. Captain Edwards describes him as being severely
wounded, and he is, therefore, probably among our dead. His name
may forever be unknown, but his bravery will never die.

Captain Edwards behaved very gallantly at this time in rallying
the men under a murderous fire.

The field over which we fought, from our first line of battle in
McPherson’s woods to the barricade near the seminary, was strewn
with the killed and wounded. Our losses were very large, exceeding,
perhaps, the losses sustained by any one regiment of equal size in a
single engagement of this or any other war.

The strength of the regiment on July 1 was as follows:

FREld OFfICETS. « .« vt e eeseeeneaeannnsesasssossnssssassssescesssanosansneeens 3
ST OfFiCOIS. « oottt teeeeeeeeecsaeeeosnonasorsnnsssasesssosssnasnansnncsns 1
TN OffICOIS. .ttt vt vttt ieeeieaaneeeenaanasasanesessnsseonnnaasnosssnssns 24
Non-commissioned officers and privates............cooiiviiiiiiiiii et 468

L e, 7 PR PR R R 496

The losses sustained by the regiment were as follows:

L]
3
3
Officers and men. 3 ER E
= o 5
2| B | =
Field officers. ... 3
Staff officers.... 1
Line officers.... 18
Non-commissioned officers. 63
PIIVALES. .o v e veeeneeaenecaenaes betaet e aaa e ettt 231
LY O O S R R R 316

About 80 of the enlisted men and 3 officers were reported as miss-
ing in action. Many of the men have never been heard from, and
are known not to be in the hands of the enemy. They were un-
doubtedly killed, but, not having been so reported, are not included
in the above. Capt. George C. Gordon and First Lieut. Asa W.
Sprague and Second Lieut. H. Rees Whiting were captured, and are
still prisoners at Richmond.

* But see revised statement, p. 173.
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Nearly all our wounded, myself among them, fell into the hands
of the enemy when he took possession of the town of Gettysburg.
‘When the enemy evacuated the place, on the night of the 3d instant,
most of the wounded were left behind.

The regiment occupied Culp’s Hill during the battles of July 3 and
4, but sustained little or no loss. During the battle of the 1st in-
stant, the regiment lost in killed four color-bearers—Abel G. Peck,
Charles Ballare, Augustus Ernest, and William Kelly. During the
engagement of the 1st, the flag was carried by no less than nine per-
sons, four of the number having been killed and three wounded.
All of the color guard were killed or wounded. The officers wounded
were: Col. Henry A. Morrow, scalp wound ; Lieut. Col. Mark Flani-
gan, lost leg; Maj. Edwin B. Wight, lost an eye; Capt. William H.
Rexford, severely in leg; Capt. William W. \%ight, slightly in leg;
Capt. William Hutchinson, contusion on leg; Capt. Richard S. Dil-
lon, severely in leg; Capt. Charles A. Hoyt, severely in leg; Lieut.
John M. Farland, wounded by fall; Lieut. William R. Dodsley,
slightly wounded; Lieut. Abraham Earnshaw, wounded in side;
Lieut. Frederick A. Buhl, severelyin thigh; Lieut. Edwin E. Nor-
ton, slightly; Lieut. Michael Dempsey, slightly. The officers killed
were : Capts. William J. Speed and Malachi J. O Donnell ; Lieuts.
Walter H. Wallace, Winfield S. Safford, Newell Grace, Reuben H.
Humphreville, Gilbert A. Dickey, and Lucius L. Shattuck.

Of the killed nothing less can be said than that their conduct in
this memorable battle was brave and daring, and was creditable
alike to themselves and the service. It will not be disparaging to his
brave comrades who fell on this terrible but glorious day to say that
Captain Speed’s death was a severe loss to the service and an almost
irreparable one to his regiment. He was amiable, intelligent, honor-
able, and brave, and was universally respected and esteemed by all
who knew him.

Captain O’Donnell was a young officer who had given strong proofs
of courage and capacity, and whose death was deeply deplored in
the regiment. :

Lieutenant Wallace served in the Peninsular Campaign under Gen-
eral McClellan, and lost an eye at the battle of Fair Oaks. He was
a brave officer, an honorable man, and a good disciplinarian.

Lieutenant Dickey joined the regiment in the capacity of commis-
sary sergeant, and for his integrity, capacity, and attention to business
was promoted to the rank of sergeant-major, and thence to a second
lieutenancy. He had given great promise for future usefulness and
distinction. He was the first commissioned officer of the regiment
killed at Gettysburg.

Lieutenants Grace, Humphreville, Safford, and Shattuck were
distinguished in the regiment for their attention to duty, for the
amiability of their manners, and for their unflinching courage in bat-
tle. Lieutenant Grace was one of the bravest men I ever knew. The
remains of Captain Speed and Lieutenants Wallace and Safford were
conveyed to Michigan by their friends, for interment, but the remains
of the other officers sleep, with the brave non-commissioned officers
and privates who fell that day, in the cemetery in which a grateful
nation will, at no distant period, erect a mausoleum to perpetuate the
memories of its defenders.

Lieutenant-Colonel Flanigan lost his leg in this battle. His con-
duct here, as everywhere in battle, was gallant and daring. Major
Wight acquitted himself in the most creditable manner, and remained
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at his post until forced by his wound to leave thefield. Both of these
officers have since been discharged from service on account of their
wounds. They were universally esteemed and respected.

Captain Hutchinson received a severe contusion in the groin early
%n the day, but remained with his company and behaved very gal-
antly.

Caytain Rexford was wounded in the change of front already re-
ferred to. His conduct here, as everywhere, was gallant and con-
spicuous.

Captain Edwards displayed gréat coolness and courage, and de-
serves honorable mention.

Captain Dillon commanded his company with skill, and behaved
very handsomely in skirmishing in front of McPherson’s woods.

Capt. William W. Wight exhibited much coolness and courage.

Lieutenant Dempsey was conspicuous for his gallantry in the charge

- across Willoughby’s Run.

Lieutenant Hutton was near me when I was wounded, and it was
mainly through his assistance that I got off the field. His conduct in
the engagement was all that could be desired, and confirmed my
former opinion of his value as an officer.

Captains Hoyt and Gordon, Lieutenants Farland, Dodsley, Sprague,
‘Witherspoon, %orton, Buhl, Earnshaw, and Whiting, all acquitted
themselves honorably. Their conduct was such as to win the confi-
dence and respect of their men, and deserves the commendation of
their commanding officer. ,

In justice to the memory of the brave non-commissioned officers
who were killed at Gettysburg, and whose conduct is highly praised
by their superiors, I give their names below: Sergts. Andrew J.
Price and George Cline, Company B; Joseph Eberle, Company D;
Charles Bucklin, Company F; George Colburn, Company C; John
Powell, Company H; and Corpls. William Ziegler, Company A;
Joseph Carroll and John H. Pardington, Company B; Otis South-
worth, Company C; David E. Rounds and James Stirling, Compan
D; John Walls, Company E; I. W. Evans, Company F; William HY
Luce, Jerome ¥. Failes, and Thomas Suggett, Company G; George
N. Bentley and James B. Myers, Company I; and Jerome J. Le
Fevre, Company K.

It would be impossible within the limits of a report like this to do
more than give the names of these brave sergeants and corporals.
Their histor%f is a part of the history of the regiment, and its future
historian will narrate their heroic conduct on the ever-memorable
field of Gettysburg.

Sergt. Maj. Andrew J. Connor was conspicuous for his bravery,
and was severely wounded. Long before his wound was healed he
returned to duty in the regiment. First Sergt. George W. Haight
was suffering from a wound received at Fitzhugh’s Crossing, but went
into battle on July 1, and was severely wounded in the leg.. He de-
serves mention for his bravery.

In resfponse to a circular addressed by me to my company officers,
asking for the names of such non-commissioned officers and privates
as particularly distinguished themselves at Gettysburg, I have re-
ceived the following : Private Augustus Sink, Company A, is spoken
of by Captain Dillon in very high terms of praise for his galﬁmtry
on the skirmish line in front of McPherson’s woods.

Capt. Albert M. Edwards says of First Sergt. Bucklin and Corpl.
I. W. Evans: “They were both killed on the field. Both were par-

i
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ticularly distinguished in camp for their excellent moral character
and the purity of their lives and example, and in the field for their
unflinching courage and devotion.” This is high praise, and well
bestowed. v

Corpls. Edward Dwyer and William Carroll, of Company B, died in
hospital of the wounds received in this day’s fight. Captain Burchell
says: “ They were efficient and brave men, and sacrificed their lives
in the discharge of their duties.”

Captain Witherspoon, himself a brave soldier, writes that Sergt.
Augustus Pomeroy, of Company C, particularly distinguished him-
self by his gallantry and devotion. Being too severely wounded to
handle his musket, he tore cartridges for his more fortunate com-
rades, and subsequently rendered valuable services in taking care of
the dwgunded. Such conduct in officer or soldier deserves to be re-
corded.

First Sergt. William J. Nagle, of Company A, came under my
own eye, and was wounded very near me. His conduct was brave
almost to temerity. He died in hospital from the wound received in
this battle. He was a brave, worthy, and intelligent soldier.

Captain Farland, of Company D, speaks in high terms of praise of
Sergt. Joseph Eberle and Corpls. David E. Rounds, James }Sjtirling,
and Andrew Strong. Corporal Strong came under my eye, and it
affords me great pleasure to bear witness to his bravery. Sergt.
Eberle continued in the fight after being twice wounded. Private
John George Klink, of Company F, acquitted himself finely, and de-
serves notice.

Surgeon Beach and Assistant Surgeons Collar and Towar were de-
voted and untiring in their attention to the wounded. Of Dr. Beach
it may be truly said that no surgeon in the Army of the Potomac
rendered more valuable services at Gtettysburg than he. Chap-
lain William C. Way was early in attendance at the hospital, and
rendered valuable services. He remained in attendance on the
wounded several weeks after the battle, and both officers and men
speak in the highest terms of praise of his kindness and efficiency.

his report would have been imperfect without this reference to the
surgeons and chaplain, whose conduct elicited universal remark.

During the time I was a prisoner I conversed freely with distin-
guished rebel officers in relation to the battle on the 1st instant, and,
without exception, they spoke in terms of admiration of the conduct
of our troops, and especially of that of the troops composing the First
Army Corps. One of them informed me that Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill
said that he had never known the Federals to fight so well. At first
the officers seemed very sanguine of their ability to dislodge the
Army of the Potomac from its position, and the capture of Wash-
ington and Baltimore was considered a thing almost accomplished,
and this feeling was fully shared by the private soldiers; but the ad-
mirable means taken by General Meade to meet every attack, and
the successful manner in which he repulsed them, seemed to have a
powerful influence in abating their confidence before the final order
was received for the evacuation of the town.

From the cupola in the steeple of the court-house at Gettysburg 1
was an eye-witness of the movements of the rebel army and of the
dispositions made of the troops for the famous attacks on the left,
right, and center of our position. The preparations for the final at-
tack on our left center on Friday afternoon came directly under my
eye. :
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From an officer of the rank of major, on the staff of Lieut. Gen.
A. P. Hill, I was informed that the rebel army present at Gettys-
burg was about 90,000 strong, and that their line of battle was esti-
mated to be 8 miles long.

The death of Major-General Reynolds was well known to the en-
emy, am((ilil the highest opinions of his skill and bravery were freely
expressed.-

IRG did not seem to be well understood by the enemy that there had
been a change in the commanders of the Army of the Potomac, and
I was frequently asked if such was the case.

The name of Capt. George W. Burchell does not appear in con-
nection with the battle of Gettysburg, for the reason that he was

revented by sickness from being there. He was wounded at Fitz-
Eugh’s Crossing in April, and at the time of the battle of Gettysburg
was confined to quarters at Emmitsburg.
I have the honor to be, captain, your obedient servant,
HENRY A. MORROW,
Colonel Twenty-fourth Michigan Volunteers.

Capt. J. D. Woob, Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 34.
Report of Maj. John Mansfield, Second Wrisconsin Infantry.

BEVERLY FoRD, VA., November 15, 1863.

Sir: In reporting the part taken by this regiment in the battle of
Gettysburg, % have the honor to state :

The regiment formed a part of the First Brigade of Wadsworth’s
division of the First Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, and on the -
morning of July 1, 1863, it had the right, and approached Gettysburg
from the Emmitsburg pike. About 10 a. m., when near the town of
Gettysburg, the brigade was filed into the field on the left and west
of Gettysburg, in the direction of and left of Seminary Ridge. Here
the Federal cavalry were in line with a battery, actively engaged
with the enemy’s advancing infantry. By order of the division com-
mander, through Colonel Kress, his acting aide-de-camp, this regi-
ment was thrown forward into line of battle in front of the cavalry,
and ordered to advance, to repel an assault of the enemy’s infantry
upon the battery. : '

The field officers, Colonel Fairchild, Lieutenant-Colonel Stevens,
.and Maj. John Mansfield, immediately dismounted, and, taking their
proper places in line, advanced the regiment up a gentle slope, and
when on its crest we received a volley of musketry from the enemy’s
line, from which many officers and men fell, among them Lieutenant-
Colonel Stevens, mortally wounded. The advance of the regiment
was steadily kept up under the direction of Colonel Fairchild, slightly
obliquing to the right into a piece of timber skirting the ridge and
extending several hundred yards to the right and front of our posi-
tion. ' '

After pushing the advance for about 50 yards into this timber, in
the face of a most terrific fire of musketry, Colonel Fairchild received
a severe wound in the left arm, shattering his elbow. Being so com-
pletely disabled, and suffering from loss of blood, he was taken to the
rear, when Major Mansfield assumed command of the regimerit,
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No. 76.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Winfield S. Hancock, U, S. Army, command-
1ng Second Army Corps.

5.25 [p. M., JULY 1, 1863.]

GENERAL: When I arrived here an hour since, I found that our
troops had given up the front of Gettysburg and the town. We have
now taken up a position in the cemetery, and cannot well be taken.
It is a position, however, easily turned.” Slocum is now coming on
the ground, and is taking position on the right, which will protect
the right. But we have, as yet, no troops on the left, the Third
Corps not having yet reported; but I suppose that it is marching up.
1f so, its flank march will in a degree protect our left flank. In the
meantime Gibbon had better march on so as to take position on our

‘right or left, to our rear, as may be necessary, in some commanding
position. General G. will see this dispatch. The battle is quiet
now. I think we will be all right untif) night. I have sent all the
trains back. "When night comes, it can be told better what had best
be done. I think we can retire; if not, we can fight here, as the
ground appears not unfavorable with good troops. Iwill communi-
cate in a few moments with General Slocum, and transfer the com-
mand to him.

Howard says that Doubleday’s command gave way.

General Warren is here.

Your obedient servant, :

WINFD S. HANCOCK,

Major-General, Commanding Corps.

General BUTTERFIELD, Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CORPS, July 3, 1863.

Although I repulsed a tremendous attack, yet on seeing it from
my left and advancing to the right, I, much to my sorrow, found that
the twelve guns on my salient had been removed by some oné, whom
I call upon you to hold accountable, as without them, with worse
troops, I should certainly have lost the day. I arrived just in time
to put a small battalion of infantry in the place occupied by those

*two batteries.

I have never seen a more formidable attack, and if the Sixth and
Fifth Corps have pressed up, the enemy will be destroyed. The
enemy must be short of ammunition, as I was shot with a tenpenny
nail. “Idid not leave the field till the victory was entirely secured
and the enemy no longer in sight. I am badly wounded, though I
trust not seriously. I had to break the line to attack the enemy in
flank on my right, where the enemy was most persistent after the
front attack was repelled. Not a rebel was in sight upright when I
left. The line should be immediately restored and perfected. Gen-
eral Caldwell is in command of the ‘corps, and I have directed him
to restore the line. '

Your obedient servant,
WINF'D 8. HANCOCK,
Major-General,
By A. N. DOUGHERTY,
Surgeon, and Medical Director Second Corps.
General MEADE.
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TweLrTH Corps HospiTAL, July 3, 1863.

GENERAL: A great many colors were taken by our troops to-day—
one brigade took ten. In'order to collect them, it would be well to
send a circular for each regimental commander to report the number
taken. I have seen several on the road to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ WINF'D S. HANCOCK,
Major-General.
[General MEADE. ]

HEADQUARTERS SECOND Corps, July 5, 1863.
I have the honor to transmit herewith twenty-two flags captured
by this corps in the last battle at Gettysburg.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. P. BROWNSON,
Captain, and Avde-de-Camp.
General WILLIAMS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

, —— —, 1863.

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of my command from June 28 until July 5, inclusive:

On the morning of June 28, the Second Corps marched from near
Sugar Loaf Mountain, Md., with orders from Major-General Hooker
to encamp at Frederick. When near Monocacy Junction, the corps
was ordered into camp near that place by Major-General Meade, who
had that day assumed command of the army.

On the morning of the 29th, orders were received for the corps to
march at 4 a. m. and move to Frizellburg. An accident delaying the
delivery of the order, the command was not in motion until 8 a. m.

At 10 p. m. the command was halted for the night 1 mile beyond
Uniontown, having accomplished with its entire train a march of over
30 miles. Frizellburg was not reached, owing to its being consider-
ably farther from Monocacy Junction than indicated by t%ne maps.

At Uniontown I ascertained that Stuart was at Westminster with
a heavy force of cavalry and a number of guns, which information I
communicated to the major-general commanding.

The corps remained in camp at Uniontown on the 30th.

On the morning of July 1, the command marched to Taneytown,

oing into bivouac about 11 a. m. I then proceeded in person to
%eneral Meade’s headquarters, and, on reporting to him, was informed
as to his intention with reference to giving battle to the enemy, the
orders for preparatory movements being then ready for issue.

A few minutes before 1 p. m., I received orders to proceed in
person to the front, and assume command of the First, Third, and
Eleventh Corps, in consequence of the death of Major-General Rey-
nolds. Having been fully informed by the major-general command-
ing as to his intentions, I was instructed by him to give the necessary
directions upon my arrival at the front for the movement of troops
and trains to the rear toward the line of battle he had selected, should
1 deem it expedient to do so. If the ground was suitable, and circum-
stances made it wise, I was directed to establish the line of battle at
Gettysburg.

Turning over the command of the Second Corps to Brigadier-Gen-
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eral Gibbon, under instructions from General Meade, at 1.10 o’clock
I was on the road to Gettysburg, accompanied by my personal aides,
Lieutenant-Colonel Morgan, chief of staff, Second gorps, and the
signal party of the corps, under command of Captain Hall.

At 3 p. m. I arrived at Gettysburg and assumed the command. At
this time the First and Eleventh Corps were retiring through the
town, closely pursued by the enemy. The cavalry of General Buford
was occupﬁing a firm position on the plain to the left of Gettysburg,
covering the rear of the retreating corps. The Third Corps had not
yetarrived from Emmitsburg. Orders wereatonce given to establish
a line of battle on Cemetery Hill, with skirmishers occupying that
part of the town immediategy in our front. The position just on the
southern edge of Gettysburg, overlooking the town and command-
ing the Emmitsburg and Taneytown roads and the Baltimore turn-
pike, was already partially occupied on my arrival by direction of
Major-General Howard. Some difficulty was experienced in forming
the troops of the Eleventh Corps, but by vigorous efforts a suffi-
ciently formidable line was established to deter the enemy from any
serious assault on the position. They pushed forward a line of battle
for a short distance east of the Baltimore turnpike, but it was easily
checked by the fire of our artillery. In forming the lines, I received
material assistance from Major-General Howard, Brigadier-Generals
‘Warren and Buford, and officers of General Howard’s command.

As soon as the line of battle mentioned above was shown by the
enemy, Wadsworth’s division, First Corps, and a battery (thought to
be the Fifth Maine) were placed on the eminence just across the turn-
pike, and commanding completely this approach. This important
position was held by the division during the remainder of the opera-
tions near Gettysburg. The rest of the First Corps, under Major-
General Doubleday, was on the right and left of the Taneytown
road, and connected with the left of the Eleventh Corps, which occu-
pied that part of Cemetery Hill immediately to the right and left
of the Baltimore turnpike. A division of the Twelfth Corps, under
Brigadier-General Williams, arrived as these arrangements were
being completed, and was established, by order of Major-General
Slocum, some distance to the right and rear of Wadsworth’s division.
Brigadier-General Geary’s division, of the Twelfth Corps, arriving
on the ground subsequently, and not being able to communicate with
Major-General Slocum, I ordered the division to the high ground to
the right of and near Round Top Mountain, commanding the Get- -
tysburg and Emmitsburg road, as well as the Gettysburg and Taney-
town road to our rear.

The trains of all the troops under my command were ordered to
the rear, that they might not interfere with any movement of troops
that might be directed by the major-general commanding.

My aide, Major Mitcheﬁ, was then sent to General Meade to inform
him of the state of affairs, and to say that I would hold the position
until night. Shortly after, I addressed a communication to the
major-general commanding, sending it by Captain Parker, of my
staff, giving in detail the information in my possession, and inform-
ing him that the position at Gettysburg was a very strong one, having
for its disadvantage that it might be easily turned, and leaving to him
the responsibility whether the battle should be fought at Gettysburg
or at a place first selected by him.

Between 5 and 6 o’clock, my dispositions having been completed,
- Major-General Slocum arrived on the field, and, considering that my



Crap XXXIX.] THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN. 369

functions had ceased, I transferred the command to him. The head
of the Third Corps appeared in sight shortly afterward, on the Em-
mitsburg road.

About dark I started for the headquarters of the army, still at
Taneytown, 13 miles distant, and reported in person to General
Meade. I then ascertained that he had already given orders for the
corps in the rear to advance at oncc to Gettysburg, and was about
proceeding there in person.

The Second Army Corps had marched from Taneytown toward
Gettysburg at 1.30 p. m., and bivouacked for the night about 3 miles
in rear of the town. The march was resumed at daylight, and I re-
joined the corps before its arrival on the field, which fook place about
7 a. m. of the 2d. The troops were soon placed in position, the right
resting near the Emmitsburg road, to the west of Cemetery Hill,
connecting there on the right with the Eleventh Corps and on the left
with the Third Corps, the line of battle extending along the crest
from the left of Cemetery Hill to Round Top Mountain, the ground
being less elevated, as near Round Top. The Third Division, Brig-
adier-General Hays commanding, was placed on the right; the Second
Division, Brigadier-General Gibbon commanding, was placed in the
center, and the First Division, Brigadier-General Caldwell command-
ing, was on the left. The batteries of the corps were disposed from
right to left as follows: Woodruff’s (I, First U. S. Artillery), Ar-
nold’s (A, First Rhode Island), Cushing’s (A, Fourth U. S. Artillery),
Brown’s (B, First Rhode Island), and Rorty’s (B, First New Yor
Each division had one of its brigades in rear as a reserve. :

Sharp skirmishing occurred at intervals during the morning,
particularly in front of Hays’ division, where quite a number of pris-
oners were taken from the enemy. The artillery was also frequently
engaged, but no severe fighting took place until about 3 p. m., when
the Third Corps advanced from its position toward the Emmitsburg
road and became heavily engaged. Subsequently the Fifth Corps
became engaged in the vicinity of Round Top, in support of and
some distance to the rear of the Third Corps.

Having been directed by General Meade to send a division to the
assistance of the Third Corps, with orders to report to General
Sykes, commanding Fifth Corps, the First Division, under Brigadier-
General Caldwell, was dispatched to the scene of conflict. The di-
vision was assigned to its position by one of Major-General Sykes’
staff officers. Assoon asg’it could form line of battle, the division
advanced, the left along the foot of Round Top Mountain, and drove
the enemy steadily before it until, from the want of any connection
on its rigit, the right flank of the division was turned by a column
of .the enemy, which had passed unobserved at a considerable dis-
tance to its right and almost to its rear, where it formed line of bat-
tle and soon forced the division to retire, with a loss of nearly half
its numbers. Three out of four of the brigade commanders were
disabled, Brigadier-General Zook, a gallant officer, being killed early
in the action; Col. E. E. Cross, Fifth New Hampshire Volunteers,
commanding First Brigade, whose intrepid bearing had been so often
exhibited on the battle-field, was mortally, and Col. J. R. Brooke,
Fifty-third Pennsylvania, commanding Fourth Brigade, slightly,
wounded.

. The orders of General Meade were that this division should return
- to its original position after being relieved by the Fifth Corps. It
was reformed some distance in rear of the line of battle, but did not
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return until after dark, when I ordered it to the position it held in
the morning.

The Third Corps having advanced far beyond the original line of
battle, and Caldwell’s division having been detached, a large interval
remained on the left of the Second Division without troops. To
remedy this in part, General Gibbon extended his line to the left by
adding to it his reserve brigade. The right of the Third Corps rested
near the brick house, near the Emmitsburg road, a considerable dis-
tance in front of Gibbon’s division, the general direction of the line
being parallel to that road. To strengthen the point between the
right of the Third Corps and his left, General Gibbon sent two regi-
ments of General Harrow’s brigade (the Fifteenth Massachusetts,
Col. G. H. Ward, ‘and the Eighty-second New York Volunteers,
Colonel Huston) to occupy a crest on the right of the brick house,
which position was considerably strengthened by aslight breastwork
of such materials as the adjoining fences afforded. Brown’s battery
(B, First Rhode Island) occupied a position in rear and somewhat to
the left of these two regiments. .

Owing to the advanced position of the Third Corps, a very con-
siderable gap was made between its left and the right of the Fifth
Corps, through which the column of the enemy which turned the
right flank of Caldwell’s division appears to have passed.

"About this time, General Meade informed me that Geeneral Sickles
had been wounded, and directed me to assume command of the Third
Corps in addition to that of my own. By this arrangement, the im-
mediate command of the Second Corps devolved again upon General
Gibbon, and that of the Third upon General Birney. I had just be-
fore received an order from General Meade to send a brigade to the
assistance of General Birney (whose division had occupied the ex-
treme left of Sickles’ corps), and to send two regiments to General
Humphreys, who commanded the right of that corps. I immedi-

ately led the brigade (Third Brigade, Third Division, under Colonel .

Willard) intended for General Birney toward the left of the original
line of battle of the Third Corps, and was about proceeding with it
to the front, when I encountered General Birney, who informed me
that his troops had all been driven to the rear, and had left the posi-
tion to which I was moving. General Birney proceeded to the rear
to collect his command. General Humphreys’ small command yet
remained in position. The force which had turned General Cald-
well’s right and driven the left of the Third Corps now approached
the line of battle as originally established. Humphreys’ command
was forced back, contesting the ground stubbornly. The two regi-
ments sent from the Second Division to General Humphreys’ assist-

ance (Nineteenth Massachusetts, Colonel Devereux, and Korty-sec- , -
ond New York, Colonel Mallon, both under command of Cetenel

Mallon) had not arrived on the ground, though under musketry fire,
when, observing that General Humphreys’ command was rapidly
retiring, they formed line of battle, delivered a few volleys at the
advancing enemy, and themselves retired in good order to their posi-
$ion in line in the Second Corps, having suffered a heavy loss. The
enemy pushed them so closely that a number of prisoners were cap-
‘tured by these regiments. Thetwo regiments and battery referred to
above as having been advanced by General Gibbon to the vicinity of
the brick house did excellent service in protecting the flank of Gen-
eral Humphreys’ command and in preventing it from being cut off
from the line of battle. The enemy’s attack being on their flank,
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of the Potomac for the support of Ewell’s corps to the 30th instant,
and 1,700 barrels of flour are on hand in Maryland for the rest of the
army. I hope we shall get enough for the subsistence of our men.
Forage is very scarce, and we have mainly to rely on grass for the
animals. From the reports I receive, I believe we shall obtain
enough salt for our purposes while north of the Potomac, for which
we are paying 75 cents a bushel. The flour that we have purchased
in Maryland costs $6.50 per barrel; beef, $5 per hundred, gross. We
use Confederate money for all payments. I shall continue to pur-
chase all the supplies that are furnished me while north of the.Po-
tomac, impressing only when necessary.
With great respect, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,
General.
His Excellency President DAvits, Richmond.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
Near Geltysburg, Pa., July 4, 1863.

Mr. PRESIDENT : After the rear of the army had crossed the Po-
tomac, the leading corps, under Gteneral Ewell, pushed on to Carlisle
and York, passing through Chambersburg. The other two corps
closed up at the latter place, and soon afterward intelligence was re-
ceived that the army of General Hooker was advancing. Our whole
force was directed to concentrate at Gettysburg, and the corps of
Generals Ewell and A. P. Hill reached that place on the 1st §u1y,
the former advancing from Carlisle and the Iatter from Chambers-
burg. The two leading divisions of these corps, upon reaching the
vicinity of Gettysburg, found the enemy, and attacked him, driving
him from the town, which was occupied by our troops. The enemy’s
loss was heavy, including more than 4,000 prisoners. He took up a
strong position in rear of the town, which he immediately began to
fortify, and where his re-enforcements joined him.

On the 2d July, Longstreet’s corps, with the exception of one divis-
ion, having arrived, we attempted to dislodge the enemy, and, though
we gained some ground, we were unable to get possession of his
position. The next day, the third division of General Longstreet

aving come up, a more extensive attack was made. The works on
the enemy’s extreme right and left were taken, but his numbers were
so great and his position so commanding, that our troops were com-
pelled to relinquish their advantage and retire.

It is believed that the enemy suffered severely in these operations,
but our own loss has not been light.

General Barksdale is killed. Generals Garnett and Armistead are
missing, and it is feared that the former is killed and the latter
wounded and a prisoner. Generals Pender and Trimble are wounded
in the leg, General Hood in the arm, and General Heth slightly in
the head. General Kemper, it is feared, is mortally wounded. Our
losses embrace many other valuable officers and men.

General Wade Hampton was severely wounded in a different ac-
tion in which the cavalry was engaged yesterday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. E. LEE,

General,
His Excellency President Davis, Richmond,



Csar, XXXIX] THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN. 299

HacersTOWN, July 7, 1863.

Mr. PrRESIDENT : My letter of the 4th instant will have informed
you of the unsuccessful issue of our final attack on the enemy in the
rear of Gettysburg. Finding the position too strong to be carried,
and, being much hindered in collecting necessary supplies for the
army, by the numerous bodies of local and other troops which watched
the passes, I determined to withdraw to the west side of the mount-
ains. This has been safely accomplished with great labor, and the
army is now in the vicinity of this place. One of my reasons for
mroving in this direction, after crossing the mountains, was to protect
our trains with the sick and wounded, which had been sent back to
Williamsport, and which were threatened by the enemy’s cavalry.
Our advance reached here yesterday afternoon in time to support our
cavalry in repulsing an attempt of the enemy to reach our trains.
Before leaving Gettysburg, such of the sick and wounded as could
be removed were sent back to Williamsport, but the rains that have
interfered so much with our general movements have so swollen the
Potomac as to render it unfordable, and they are still on the north
side. Arrangements are being made to ferry them across to-day.
‘We captured at Gettysburg about 6,000 prisoners, besides the wounded
that remained in our hands after the engagements of the 1st and 2d.
Fifteen hundred of these prisoners and the wounded were paroled,
but I suppose that under the late arrangements these paroles will not
be regarded. The rest have been sent to Williamsport, where they
will cross. We were obliged to leave a large number of our wounded
who were unable to travel, and many arms that had been collected
on the field at Gettysburg.

In addition to the general officers killed or wounded, of whom I
sent you a listin my former letter, I have to mention General Semmes,
General G. T. Anderson, General Pettigrew, and General J. M. Jones,
wounded ; General Archer was made prisoner. General Heth is
again in command. In sending back our trains in advance, that of
General Ewell was cut by the enemy’s cavalry, and a number of
wagons, said to be about 40, were captured.

The enemy’s cavalry force, which attempted to reach our cavalry
trains yesterday afternoon, was a large one. They came as far as
Hagerstown, where they were attacked by General Stuart, and driven
back rapidly toward Sharpsburg.

Very respectfully, your ohedient servant,
R. E. LEE,
General.
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS,
President Confederate States.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
' Near Hagerstown, Md., July 8, 1863.

Mr. PRESIDENT : My letter of yesterday will have informed you of
the position of this army. Though reduced in numbers by the hard-
ships and battles through which it has passed since leaving the Rap-
pahannock, its condition is good, ang its confidence unimpaired.
Upon crossing the Potomac into Maryland, I had calculated upon
the river remaining fordable during the summer, so as to enable me
to recross at my pleasure, but a series of storms, commencing the
day after our entrance into Maryland, has placed the river beyond



Cuar. XXXIX.] ~ THE GETTYSBURG CAMPAIGN. 317
BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG.

Hill’s corps was accordingly ordered to move toward Cashtown on
the 29th, and Longstreet to follow the next day, leaving Pickett’s
division at Chambersburg to guard the rear until relieved by Imboden.
General Ewell was recalled from Carlisle, and directed to join the
army at Cashtown or Gettysburg, as circumstances might require.
The advance of the enemy to the latter place was unknown, and the
weather being inclement, the march was conducted with a view to the
comfort of the troops. Heth’s division reached Cashtown on the
29th, and the following morning Pettigrew’s brigade, sent by General
Heth to procure supplies at Gettysburg, found it occupied by the
enemy. Being ignorant of the extent of his force, General Pettigrew
was unwilling to hazard an attack with his single brigade, and re-
turned to Cashtown. ‘

General Hill arrived with Pender’s division in the evening, and the
following morning (July 1) advanced with these two divisions, accom-
panied by Pegram’s and McIntosh’s battalions of artillery, to ascer-
tain the strength of the enemy, whose force was supposed to consist
chiefly of cavalry. The leading division, under Gteneral Heth, found
the enemy’s vedettes about 3 miles west of Gettysburg, and continued
to advance until within a mile of the town, when two brigades were
sent forward to reconnoiter. They drove in the advance of the enemy
very gallantly, but subsequently encountered largely superior num-
bers, and were compelled to retire with loss, Brigadier-Greneral Archer,
commanding one of the brigades, being taken prisoner. General
Heth then prepared for action, and as soon as Pender arrived to sup-
port him, was ordered by General Hill to advance. The artillery was
placed in position, and the engagement opened with vigor. General
Heth pressed the enemy steadily back, breaking his first and second
lines, and attacking his third with great resolution. About 2.30
p. m. the advance of Ewell’s corps, consisting of Rodes’ division,
with Carter’s battalion of artillery, arrived by the Middletown road,
and, forming on Heth’s left, nearly at right angles with his line,
became warmly engaged with fresh numbers of the enemy. Heth’s
troops, having suffered heavily in their protracted contest with a
superior force, were relieved by Pender’s, and Early, coming up by
the Heidlersburg road soon afterward, took position on the left of
Rodes, when a general advance was made.

The enemy gave way on all sides, and was driven through Gettys-
burg with great loss. Major-General Reynolds, who was in com-
mand, was killed. More than 5,000 prisoners, exclusive of a large
number of wounded, three pieces of artillery, and several colors were
captured. Among the prisoners were two brigadier-generals, one of
whom was badly wounded. Our own loss was heavy, including a
number of officers, among whom were Major-Geeneral Heth, slightly,
and Brigadier-General Scales, of Pender’s division, severely, wounded.
The enemy retired to a range of hills south of Gettysburg, where he
displayed a strong force of infantry and artillery.

It was ascertained from the prisoners that we had been engaged
with two corps of the army formerly commanded by General Hooker,
and that the remainder of that army, under General Meade, was
approaching Gettysburg. Without information as to its proximity,
the strong position which the enemy had assumed could not be at-
tacked without danger of exposing the four divisions present,
already weakened and exhausted by a long and bloody struggle, to
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overwhelming numbers of fresh troops. General Ewell was, there-
fore, instructed to carry the hill occupied by the enemy, if he found
it practicable, but to avoid a general engagement until the arrival of
the other divisions of the army, which were ordered to hasten for-
ward. He decided to await Johnson’s division, which had marched
from Carlisle by the road west of the mountains to guard the trains
of his corps, and consequently did not reach Gettysburg until a late
hour.

In the meantime the enemy occupied the point which General
Ewell designed to seize, but in what force could not be ascertained,
owing to the darkness. An intercepted dispatch showed that another
corps had halted that afternoon 4 miles from Gettysburg. Under
these circumstances, it was decided not to attack until the arrival
of Longstreet, two of whose divisions (those of Hood and McLaws)
encamped about 4 miles in the rear during the night. Anderson’s
division of Hill’s corps came up after the engagement.

It had not been intended to deliver a general battle so far from our
base unless attacked, but coming unexpectedly upon the whole Fed-
eral Army, to withdraw through the mountains with our extensive
trains would have been difficult and dangerous. At the same time
we were unable to await an attack, as the country was unfavorable
for collecting supplies in the presence of the enemy, who could re-
strain our foraging parties by holding the mountain passes with local
and other troops. A battle had, therefore, become in a measure un-
avoidable, and the success already gained gave hope of a favorable
issue.

The enemy occupied a strong position, with his right upon two com-
manding elevations adjacent to each other, one southeast and the
other, known as Cemetery Hill, immediately south of the town, which
lay at its base. His line extended thence uponthe high ground along
the Emmitsburg road, with a steep ridge in rear, which was also oc-
cupied. This ridge was difficult of ascent, particularly the two hills
above mentioned as forming its northern extremity, and a third at
- the other end, on which the enemy’s left rested. Numerous stone and
rail fences along the slope served to afford protection to his troops
and impede our advance. In his front, the ground was undulating
and generally open for about three-quarters of a mile.

General Ewell’s corps constituted our left, Johnson’s division being
opposite the height adjoining Cemetery Hill, Early’s in the center,
in front of the north face of the latter, and Rodes upon his right.
Hill’s corps faced the west side of Cemetery Hill, and extended nearly
parallel to the Emmitsburg road, making an angle with Ewell’s.
Pender’sdivision formed his left, Anderson’s his right, Heth’s, under
Brigadier-General Pettigrew, being in reserve. His artillery, under
{]olonel [R. L.] Walker, was posted in eligible positions along his

ine. '

It was determined to make the principal attack upon the enemy’s
left, and endeavor to gain a position from which it was thought that
our artillery could be brought to bear with effect. Longstreet was
directed to place the divisions of McLaws and Hood on the right of
Hill, partially enveloping the enemy’s left, which he was to drive
in.

General Hill was ordered to threaten the enemy’s center, to pre-
vent re-enforcements being drawn to either wing, and co-operate
with his right division in Longstreet’s attack.

General Ewell was instructed to make a simultaneous demonstra~

-
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tion upon the enemy’s right, to be converted into a real attack should
opportunity offer.

About 4 p. m. Longstreet’s batteries opened, and soon afterward
Hood’s division, on the extreme right, moved to the attack. McLaws
followed somewhat later, four of Anderson’s brigades, those of Wil-
cox, Perry, [A. R.] Wright, and Posey supgorting him on the left,
in the order named. The enemy was soon driven from his position
‘on the Emmitsburg road to the cover of a ravine and a line of stone
fences at the foot of the ridge in his rear. He was dislodged from
these after a severe struggle, and retired up the ridge, leaving a num-
ber of his batteries in our possession. Wilcox’s and Wright’s bri-
gades advanced with great gallantry, breaking successive lines of the
enemy’s infantry, and compelling him to abandon much of his artil-
lery. Wilcox reached the foot and Wright gained the crest of the
ridge itself, driving the enemy down the opposite side; but having
become separated from McLaws and gone beyond the other two bri-
gades of the division, they were attacked in front and on both flanks,
and compelled to retire, being unable to bring off any of the captured
artillery. McLaws’ left also fell back, and, it being now nearly dark,
General Longstreet determined to await the arrival of General
Pickett. He disposed his command to hold the ground gained on
the right, withdrawing his left to the first position from which the
enemy had been driven.

Four pieces of artillery, several hundred prisoners, and two regi-
mental flags were taken. As soon as the engagement began on our
right, General Johnson opened with his artillery, and about two
hours later advanced up the hill next to Cemetery Hill with three.
brigades, the fourth being detained by a demonstration on his left.
Soon afterward, General Karly attacked Cemetery Hill with two bri-
gades, supported by a third, the fourth having been previously -
detached. The enemy had greatly increased by earthworks the
strength of the positions assailed by Johnson and Early.

The troops of the former moved steadily up the steep and rugged
aseent, under a heavy fire, driving the enemy into his intrenchments,
part of which was carried by Steuart’s brigade, and a number of
prisoners taken. The contest was continued to -a late hour, but
without further advantage. On Cemetery Hill, the attack by Early’s
leading brigades—those of Hays and Hoke, under Colonel [I. K.]
Avery—was made with vigor. Two lines of the enemy’s infantry
were dislodged from the cover of some stone and board fences on the
side of the ascent, and driven back into the works on the crest, into
ivhich our troops forced their way, and seized several pieces of artil-

ery. :

A heavy force advanced against their right, which was without
support, and they were compelled to retire, bringing with them
about 100 prisoners and four stand of colors. General Ewell had
directed General Rodes to attack in concert with Early, covering his
right, and had requested Brigadier-Geeneral Lane, then commanding
Pender’s division, to co-operate on the right of Rodes. When the
time to attack arrived, General Rodes, not having his troops in posi-
tion, was unprepared to co-operate with General Early, and before
he could get in readiness the latter had been obliged to retire for
want of the expected support on his right. General Lane was pre-
pared to give the assistance required of him, and so informed General
Rodes, but the latter deemed it useless to advance after the failure of
Early’s attack.
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In this engagement our loss in men and officers was large. Major-
Generals Hood and Pender, Brigadier-Generals [J. M.] Jones,
Semmes, G. T. Anderson, and Barksdale, and Colonel Avery, com-
manding Hoke’s brigade, were wounded, the last two mortally.
Generals Pender and Semmes died after their removal to Virginia.

The result of this day’s operations induced the belief that, with

. proper concert of action, and with the increased support that the
positions gained on the right would enable the artillery to render
the assaulting columuns, we should ultimately succeed, and it was
accordingly determined to continue the attack. The general plan
was unchanged. Longstreet, re-enforced by Pickett’s three brigades,
which arrived near the battle-field during the afternoon of the 2d,
was ordered to attack the next morning, and General Ewell was di-
rected to assail the enemy’s right at the same time. The latter; dur-
ing the night, re-enforced General Johnson with two brigades from
Rodes’ and one from Early’s division. '

General Longstreet’s dispositions were not completed as early as
was expected, but before notice could be sent to General Ewell, Gen-
eral Johnson had already become engaged, and it was too late to re-
call him. The enemy attempted to recover the works taken the pre-
ceding evening, but was repulsed, and General Johnson attacked in
turn. ‘ ‘

After a gallant and prolonged struggle, in which the enemy was
forced to-abandon part of hisintrenchments, General Johnson found
himself unable to carry the strongly fortified crest of the hill. The
projected attack on the enemy’s left not having been made, he was
enabled to hold. his right with a force largely superior to that of
General Johnson, and finally to threaten his flank and rear, render-
ing it necessary for him to retire to his original position about 1 p. m.

General Longstreet was delayed by a force occupying the Eigh,
rocky hills on the enemy’s extreme left, from which his troops could
be attacked in reverse as they advanced. His operations had been
embarrassed the day previous by the same cause, and he now deemed
it necessary to defend his flank and rear with the divisions of Hood
and McLaws. He was, therefore, re-enforced by Heth’s division
and two brigades of Pender’s, to the command of which Major-Gen-
eral Trimble was assigned. General Hill was directed to hold his
line with the rest of his command, afford General Longstreet further
assistance, if required, and avail himself of any success that might
be gained. ‘ :

A careful examination was made of the ground secured by Long-
street, and his batteries placed in positions, which, it was believed,
would enable them to silence those of the enemy. Hill’s artillery
and part of Ewell’s was ordered to open simultaneously, and the as- -
saulting column to advance under cover of the combined fire of the
three. The batteries were directed to be pushed forward as the in-
felmtrly progressed, protect their flanks, and support their attacks
-closely. .-

Abgut 1 p. m., at a given signal, a heavy cannonade was opened,

-and continued for about two hours with marked effect upon the
enemy. His batteries replied vigorously at first, but toward the
close their fire slackened perceptibly, and General Longstreet ordered
forward the column of attack, consisting of Pickett’s and Heth’s
divisions, in two lines, Pickett on the right. Wilcox’s brigade
marched in rear of Pickett’s right, to guard that flank, and Heth’s
v:ias supported by Lane’s and Scales’ brigades, under General Trim-
€.



