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quarters Army of the Potomac, that there were no guns captured by the enemy from the Cavalry Corps during the Pennsylvania and Maryland campaigns.

# The accompanying tabular statement of the guns captured by the divisions of my command during the same campaigns is respectfully forwarded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. PLEASONTQN,

Major-General, Commanding Corps.

Brig. Gen. S. Williams,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of the Potomac.

[Inclosure.]

Iteport of guns captured by the Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac, during the Pennsylvania and Maryland Campaigns.

Command.�Caliber.�Locality.�Date.�Number. |

First Division����10-pounder Parrott..�Falling Waters, Md.. do�July 14, 1863 July 14, 1863�1 2

Second Division *

Third Division

Total�����3

C. C. SUYDAM,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,

Culpeper Court-House, Va., September 21, 1863.

A. PLEASONTON, Major-General, Commanding Corps.

No. 337.

Beporis of Brig. Gen. John Buford, Z7. & Army, commanding

First Division.

Headquarters First Division, Cavalry Corps,

Aldie, Fa., June 24, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to report that at 12 o’clock on the night of the 20th instant, the brigadier-general commanding the corps gave me instructions to move my whole division at 2 a. m. on the 21st to Middleburg. The night was extremely dark. Nearly the whole of the division was on duty, very much divided, and without rations or forage. To concentrate and draw supplies which had arrived during the night, and to move at so short a notice, proved to be impracticable. The command, however, got off shortly after daylight, without supplies, and reached Middleburg in season for the day’s operations. The Reserve Brigade, which had been sent to General Gregg the day before, joined me at Middleburg.

From Middleburg I started to turn the enemy’s left flank. On reaching Goose Creek, I took the command up the right bank of the creek, over a most difficult country, and came up to the enemy on his extreme left, in a position where I could not turn him. I then

* Sic. But see Kilpatrick’s report, p. 990, where the Third Division claims the captures.
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marched back to the ford, drove the enemy’s pickets off, crossed, and started up the creek, intending to recross at Millville. The enemy threw a considerable force (three regiments) in my front to dispute my advance. He was driven steadily before us for some time, until I thought I was getting too far off from the force in front of General Gregg. The Reserve Brigade was then sent across at Millville. Shortly after it had reached the opposite bank, it became apparent that I had not succeeded in gaining the enemy’s flank, and to recall the Reserve Brigade would delay me too long; so I sent word to Major Starr to march to General Gregg, while I took Colonel Gamble’s and Colonel Devin’s brigades, and pushed for Upperville. My advance was disputed pretty warmly by the enemy, but he made no stand save with his skirmishers. These were severely punished.

When within a mile of Upperville, I saw a large force in front of General Gregg, who appeared to be outnumbered. I resolved to go to his aid. The column struck a brisk trot, but ran afoul of so many obstructions in the shape of ditches and stone fences, that it did not make fast progress, and got out of shape. While in this position, I discovered a train of wagons and a few troops to my right marching at a trot, apparently making for Ashby’s Gap. I turned the head of my column toward them, and very soon became engaged with a superior force. The enemy brought four 12-pounder guns into position, and made some excellent practice on the head of my regiments as they came up. The gunners were driven from the guns, which would have fallen into our hands but for two impassable stone fences. The enemy then came up in magnificent style from the direction of Snickersville, and for a time threatened me with overwhelming numbers. He was compelled, however, to retire before the terrific carbine fire which the brave Eighth Illinois and Third Indiana poured into him. As he withdrew, my rear troops came up, formed, and pressed him back to the mountains. He was driven over the mountains into the valley.

I am happy to say that my loss is much smaller than I had reason to suppose. A list of casualties is appended. It is small in comparison with that of the enemy.

Toward night I came back, and encamped on the ground which had been so hotly contested. The enemy’s dead were buried and his wounded provided for. At this place alone, Colonel Gamble’s command buried 18 of the enemy.

After the Reserve Brigade was sent to General Gregg, I had but a section of Graham’s battery, under Lieutenant [Theophilus B. von] Michalowski. He worked his guns with skill and judgment, throwing his shot in the right place, and on one occasion dispersed a column in front of General Gregg.

I transmit the reports of the subordinate commanders. I saw most of the engagement from the start to the end. I cannot conceive how men could have done better. My staff, Captains [Myles W.] Keogh, [Theodore C.] Bacon, Lieutenants [William] Dean, [John] Mix, and P. Penn Gaskill, were most efficient in bringing up troops and delivering messages.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Lieut. Col.'A. J. Alexander,

Chief of Staff, and Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cavalry Corps.
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[Inclosure.]

Casualties in the First Division, Cavalry Corps, in engagement near Upperville,

Fa., June 21, 1863.

Command.�Officers.����Enlisted men.����Aggregate.

•d 1 M�T3 <D •Ci § $�If % 9�3 §�I 3�*8 § 1�I s�1 El

FIRST BRIGADE. 8th New York Cavalry

8th Illinois Cavalry�������2�17 4 13��19 5 19�19 5 20

3d Indiana Cavalry��������1 4

12th Illinois Cavalry���1��i�2

Total in First Brigade

1��i�4�34�5�43�44

SECOND BRIGADE. 9th New York Cavalry

3d West Virginia Cavalry

17th Pennsylvania Cavalry���i��i��7��7�8

6th New York Cavalry

Total in Second Brigade

l��•i��7��7�8

RESERVE BRIGADE. 1st U. S. Cavalry

....2��2�1�11�39�51�53

2d U. S. Cavalry

5th U. S. Cavalry������1���1 8�1 9

6th U. S. Cavalry... ���l��1��5�3

6th Pennsylvania Cavalry

Total in Reserve Brigade

3��3�2�16�42�60�63

Total in First Division

5��5�6�57�47�110�115

June 30, 1863—5.30 a. m.

The enemy has increased his forces considerably. His strong position is just behind Cashtown. My party toward Mnmmasburg met a superior force, strongly posted. Another party that went up the road due north, 3 miles out, met a strong picket; had a skirmish, and captured a prisoner of Rodes’ division. Another party that went . toward Littlestown heard that Gregg or Kilpatrick had a fight with ' Stuart, and drove him to Hanover.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD, Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

General Reynolds.

June 30, 1863—12.20 p. m.

My extreme left reports a large force coming from toward Fair-field, in a direction to strike the Emmitsburg road this side of Marsh Creek.

Reliable.

Respectfully,

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

General Pleasonton.
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Headquarters First Cavalry Division,

Gettysburg, June 30, 1863.

I entered this place to-day at 11 a. m. Found everybody in a terrible state of excitement on account of the enemy’s advance upon this place. He had approached to within half a mile of the town when the head of my column entered. His force was terribly exaggerated by reasonable and truthful but inexperienced men. On pushing him back toward Cashtown, I learned from reliable men that [R. H.J Anderson’s division was marching from Chambersburg by Mummas-burg, Hunterstown, Abbottstown, on toward York. I have sent parties to the two first-named places, toward Cashtown, and a strong force toward Littlestown. Colonel Gamble has just sent me word that Lee signed a pass for a citizen this morning at Chambersburg. I can’t do much just now. My men and horses are fagged out. I have not been able to get any grain yet. It is all in the country, and the people talk instead of working. Facilities for shoeing are nothing. Early’s people seized every shoe and nail they could find.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD, Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

General Pleasonton.

[?. S.]—The troops that are coming here were the same I found early this morning at Millersburg or Fairfield. General Reynolds has been advised of all that I know;.

[Indorsement.]

This information contradicts Kilpatrick’s, of Lee being in Berlin.*

A. PLEASONTON,

Major-General, Commanding.

Gettysburg, June 30, 1863—10.30 p. m.

The Reserve Brigade, under General Merritt, is at Mechanicstown with my trains. General Pleasonton wrote he would inform me when he relieved it. To-day I received instructions saying it would picket toward Hagerstown and south. I am satisfied that A. P. Hill’s corps is massed just back of Cashtown, about 9 miles from this place. Pender’s division of this (Hill’s) corps came up to-day— of which I advised you, saying, “The enemy in my front is increased.” The enemy’s pickets (infantry and artillery) are within 4 miles of this place, on the Cashtown road. My parties have returned that went north, northwest, and northeast, after crossing the road from Cashtown to Oxford in several places. They heard nothing of any force having passed over it lately. The road, however, is terribly infested with prowling cavalry parties. Near Heidlersburg today, one of my parties captured a courier of Lee’s. Nothing was found on him. He says Ewell’s corps is crossing the mountains from Carlisle, Rodes’ division being at Petersburg in advance. Long-street, from all I can learn, is still behind Hill. I have many rumors and reports of the enemy advancing upon me from toward York. I have to pay attention to some of them, which causes me to overwork my horses and men. I can get no forage nor rations ; am out

*See Kilpatrick (as reported by Alexander), and his own report, p. 987.
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of both. The people give and sell the men something to eat, bnt I can’t stand that way of subsisting; it causes dreadful straggling. Should I have to fall back, advise me by what route.

Respectfullv,

JNO. BUFORD.

Major-General Reynolds.

Gettysburg, June 30—10.40 p. m.

I have the honor to state the following facts: A. P. Hill’s corps, composed of Anderson, Heth, and Pender, is massed back of Cash-town, 9 miles from this place. His pickets, composed of infantry and artillery, are in sight of mine. There is a road from Cashtown running through Mummasburg and Hunterstpwn on to York pike at Oxford, which is terribly infested with roving detachments of cavalry. Rumor says Ewell is coming over the mountains from Carlisle. One of his escort was captured to-day near Heidlersburg. He says Rodes, commanding a division of Ewell’s, has already crossed the mountains from Carlisle. When will the reserve be relieved, and where are my wagons? I have no need of them, as I can find no forage. I have kept General Reynolds informed of all that has transpired. The inclosed * is in reply to last dispatch.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD, Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

General Pleasonton.

[Indorsement.]

Respectfully forwarded. A report from General Buford and one from General Kilpatrick, f Kilpatrick has done very well.

A. PLEASONTON, Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters First Cavalry Division,

Gettysburg, July 1, 1863—10.10 a. m.

The enemy’s force (A. P. Hill’s) are advancing on me at this point, and driving my pickets and skirmishers very rapidly. There is dlso a large force at Heidlersburg that is driving my pickets at that point from that direction. General Reynolds is advancing, and is within 3 miles of this point with his leaaing division. I am positive that the whole of A. P. Hill’s force is advancing.

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

General Meade,

Commanding Army of the Potomac.

Headquarters First Cavalry Division,

July 1, 1863—3.20 p. m.

I am satisfied that Longstreet and Hill have made a junction. A tremendous battle has been raging since 9.30 a. m,, with varying success. At the present moment the battle is raging on the road to Cashtown, and within short cannon-range of this town. The enemy’s

* Not identified.

f Of same date, made by Alexander, p. 987.
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line is a semicircle on the height, from north to west. General Reynolds was killed early this morning. In my opinion, there seems to be no directing person.

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

General Pleasonton.

P. S.—We need help now.

Hagerstown and Sharpsburg Pike,

Midway between the two places, July 7, [1863.]

(Received 11.45 p. m.)

General: I attempted to take Williamsport yesterday, but found too large a force of infantry and artillery. After a long fight, I withdrew to this place. Heavy forces were coming into Williamsport all night. There are a good many wagons at Williamsport. There is no bridge there. Troops and wagons are being ferried across in two flat-boats very slowly. I can do nothing with the enemy save observe him. There is nothing at Sharpsburg.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Comdg. Fi^st Division.

Major-General French.

Headquarters First Division,

Boonsborough, July 8, 1863.

I have had a very rough day of it. Early this morning the enemy advanced upon me in a pretty strong force (cavalry, infantry, and artillery). During the first part of the day they pressed me severely, and came near the town. Toward night, I turned the tables upon them, and drove them across the Antietam, toward Hagerstown and Williamsport. You never saw the division behave better. My loss is not heavy. The artillery fire was very hot. All of my fighting had to be on foot. The river is 5 feet higher than before, and rising. I have drawn in close to this place, to sleep. My train has been interfered with by the Eleventh Corps. I hope it may arrive in the night. There are no rebs this side of Antietam; none on the old battle-ground, and none at Sharpsburg. Plenty of them, however, can be found between Greencastle and Williamsport and between Hagerstown and Williamsport. Hurrah for Vicksburg.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Colonel Alexander,

Chief, of Staff, Cavalry Corps.

(Received by General Pleasonton “ during the night,” and forwarded to army headquarters July 9, 1863.)

Headquarters First Division, Three-fourths of a mile east of Funhstown, July 10, 1863. General: I have been fighting Fitzhugh Lee’s, Hampton’s, and Jones’ brigades; have driven them back upon Longstreet’s whole
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corps, which occupies the crest beyond the Antietam. My information is that the whole of Lee’s army is in the vicinity of Hagerstown, Jones’ Cross-Roads, and extending toward Williamsport. His line will be along the Antietam. He has a large force in front of a bridge a mile below Funkstown. I don’t care about going any farther just now. I will cease firing, and try to watch their movements. Staff officers have been all over this section, examining ground and measuring distances.

Respectfully,

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

Headquarters. First Cavalry Division,

August 27, 1863.

Colonel: I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of the First Cavalry Division, from its crossing the Potomac at Edwards Ferry, on June 27, to its crossing of the Rappahannock on August 1 :

After passing the Potomac on the upper pontoon bridge, the division marched over almost impassable roads, crossing the Monocacy near its mouth by a wretched ford, and bivouacked on the east side of the mountains, 3 miles from Jefferson, being halted there by the whole train of General Stahel’s division blockading the road through the mountains.�m

June 28, the division moved through Jefferson, and went into camp near Middletown, for the purpose of shoeing and refitting.

June 29, the Reserve Brigade was detached and moved to Mechan-icstown. The First and Second Brigades moved through Boonsbor-ough, Cavetown, and Monterey Springs, and encamped near Fairfield, within a short distance of a considerable force of the enemy’s infantry. The inhabitants knew of my arrival and the position of the enemy’s camp, yet not one of them gave me a particle of information, nor even mentioned the fact of the enemy’s presence. The whole community seemed stampeded, and afraid to speak or to act, often offering as excuses for not showing some little enterprise, “The rebels will destroy our. houses if we tell anything.” Had any one given me timely information, and acted as guide that night, I could have surprised and captured or destroyed this force, which proved next day to be two Mississippi regiments of infantry and two guns.

June 30, the two brigades moved out very early to go to Gettysburg, via Fairfield. At the latter place my advance ran upon the force referred to. I determined to feel it and drive it, if possible, but, after a little skirmishing, found that artillery would have to be necessarily used. Resolved not to disturb them, for fear cannonading from that quarter might disarrange the plans of the general commanding. Fairfield was 4 or 5 miles west of the route assigned me, and I did not wish to bring on an engagement so far from the road I was expected to be following. I immediately turned my column toward Emmitsburg without serious molestation, and was soon on my proper road and moving on Gettysburg, where I had reason to suppose I should find some of General Stahel’s [Kilpatrick’s] cavalry. We entered Gettysburg in the afternoon, just in time to meet the enemy entering the town, and in good season to drive him back before his getting a foothold. He withdrew toward Cashtown, leaving his pickets about 4| miles from Gettysburg,
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The night of the 30th was a busy night for the division. No reliable information of value could be obtained from the inhabitants, and but for the untiring exertions of many different scouting parties, information of the enemy’s whereabouts and movements could not have been gained in time to prevent him from getting the town before our army could get up.

By daylight on July 1, I had gained positive information of the enemy’s position and movements, and my arrangements were made for entertaining him until General Reynolds could reach the scene.

On July 1, between 8 and 9 a. m., reports came in from the First Brigade (Colonel Gamble’s) that the enemy was coming down from toward Cashtown in force. Colonel Gamble made an admirable line of battle, and moved off- proudly to meet him. The two lines soon became hotly engaged, we having the advantage of position, he of numbers. The First Brigade held its own for more than two hours, and had to be literally dragged back a few hundred yards to a position more secure and better sheltered. Tidball’s battery, commanded by Lieutenant Calef, Second U. *S. Artillery, fought on this occasion as is seldom witnessed. At one time the enemy had a concentric fire upon this battery from twelve guns, all at short range. Calef held his own gloriously, worked his guns deliberately with great judgment and skill, and with wonderful effect upon the enemy. The First Brigade maintained this unequal contest until the leading division of General Reynolds’ corps came up to its assistance, and then most reluctantly did it give up the front. A portion of the Third Indiana found horse-holders, borrowed muskets, and fought with the Wisconsin regiment that came to relieve them. While this left of my line was engaged, Devin’s brigade, on the right, had its hands full. The enemy advanced upon Devin by four roads, and on each was checked and held until the leading division of the Eleventh Corps came to his relief.

After the fall of General Reynolds, whose advance troops partially drove back the enemy and made heavy captures of prisoners, the enemy brought up fresh troops, and engaged General Doubleday’s command, which fought bravely, but was greatly outnumbered and forced to fall back. Seeing our troops retiring, and their need of assistance, I immediately rushed Gamble’s brigade to Doubleday’s left, and dismounted it in time to render great assistance to our infantry, and to check and break the enemy’s line. My troops at this place had partial shelter behind a low stone fence, and were in short carbine range. Their fire was perfectly terrific, causing the enemy to break and rally on their second line, which made no farther advance toward my position.

Shortly after this, I placed my command on our extreme left, to watch and fight the enemy should he make another attack, and went to Cemetery Hill for observation. While there, General Hancock arrived, and in a few moments he made superb disposition to resist any attack that might be made.

My division bivouacked that night on the left of our position, with pickets extending almost to Fairfield.

The zeal, bravery, and good behavior of the officers and men on the night of June 30, and during July 1, was commendable in the extreme. A heavy task was before us; we were equal to it, and shall all remember with pride that at Gettysburg we did our country much service.

July 2, the division became engaged with the enemy’s sharpshoot-



﻿928

N. C., VA., W. VA., MD., PA., ETC.

[Chap. XXXIX.

ers on our left, and held its own until relieved by General Sickles’ corps, after which it moved to Taneytown, and bivouacked for the night.

The next day, July 3, it moved to Westminster, to guard the trains of the army at that point.

July 4, the division marched toward Frederick, en route to Williamsport.

July 5, reached Frederick, drew supplies, and remained all night.

July 6, the whole division (the Reserve Brigade having joined the night before) marched at 4 a. m. toward Williamsport, to destroy the enemy’s trains, which were reported to be crossing the Potomac into Virginia.

At about 5 p. m., when near Saint James’ College, the enemy’s pickets were discovered, driven in, and preparations made to capture the town. The enemy was driven handsomely to within half a mile of his trains, at the town, when he came out strong enough to prevent our farther progress. General Merritt’s brigade, with Graham’s battery, was on the right, Colonel Gamble’s (First) brigade on the left, and Colonel Devin’s (Second) brigade on the left rear as reserves. The enemy made an attack upon Gamble, who had posted his men under shelter, and who held his fire until the rebel line came within short carbine range, when he opened upon it, doing terrible execution, and driving it back into its stronghold. This was repeated with similar success. In Merritt’s front the enemy made no direct attack, but were so obstinate that General Merritt could not dislodge them without too much sacrifice. The enemy, however, attempted to turn our right with a brigade of infantry. This attempt was most admirably foiled by General Merritt.

While our hottest contest was in progress, General Kilpatrick’s guns were heard in the direction of Hagerstown, and as they grew nearer, I sent word to him to connect with my right for mutual support. The connection was made, but was of no consequence to either of us. Just before dark, Kilpatrick’s troops gave way, passing to my rear by the right, and were closely followed by the enemy.

It now being dark, outnumbered, and the First and Reserve Brigades being out of ammunition, Devin was ordered to relieve Gamble and a portion of Merritt’s troops. This being done, I ordered the command to fall back, Devin to hold his ground until the entire road to the Antietam was clear. Devin handsomely carried out his instructions, and the division bivouacked on the road to Boonsborough.

The expedition had for its object the destruction of the enemy’s trains, supposed to be at Williamsport. This, I regret to say, was not accomplished. The enemy was too strong for me, but he was severely punished for his obstinacy. His casualties were more than quadruple mine.

Colonel Chapman, with his regiment, dashed off to the road leading from Falling Waters to Williamsport, and destroyed a small train of grain, and returned with about 40 mules and their harness.

At Williamsport, Captain Graham fought his battery with marked ability, and to the admiration of all witnesses. The officers and men behaved with their usual courage, displaying great unwillingness to fall back, and requiring repeated orders before they did so.

July 7, the division moved to Boonsborough, the Reserve Brigade camping well in advance on the Hagerstown road, after having a successful cavalry brush with the enemy's advance, qf which I have as yet received no report.
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July 8, the enemy attacked at 5 a. m., and the fighting lasted until about 5 p. m. He was driven back about 4 miles, when the division then bivouacked for the night.

July 9, attacked the enemy at 4 p. m. and drove him handsomely about 2 miles.

July 10, attacked the enemy at 8 a. m. and drove him through Funkstown to his intrenchments beyond Antietam, when he came out with a heavy force of infantry and artillery and gave battle. The division held the crest on our side of the town like veterans until its ammunition was exhausted. Howe’s division, of the Sixth Corps, was in easy supporting distance, but had no orders to aid me. At 3 p. m. I could no longer reply with carbines, for want of cartridges, and consequently ordered the division to fall back. A brigade of the Sixth Corps then began to advance, but did not occupy the position that I held when I left the field.

There was splendid fighting on the part of the division on the 7th, 8th, 9th, and 10th. There was no faltering or hesitation. Each man went to work determined to carry anything in reason. For the particulars I refer you to the reports of the brigade commanders.

July 11, the First and Second Brigades moved in the afternoon to the vicinity of Bakersville. The Reserve Brigade was detached.

July 12 and 13, remained at Bakersville, and pushed pickets to within 800 yards of the enemy’s intrenchments at Downsville.

July 14, at 7 a. m., the division was ordered to advance, and at 7.30 o’clock it was discovered that the enemy had evacuated during the night. The few remaining scouts were run into the rear guard of Lee’s army, which was soon seen in front of Kilpatrick, who had advanced from the north. Kilpatrick was engaged. I sent word to him that I would put my whole force in on the enemy’s rear and flank, and get possession of the road and bridge in their rear. The division succeeded in getting the road, and attacked the enemy in flank and rear, doing him great damage, and scattering him in confusion through the woods and ravines. Our spoils on this occasion were one 10-pounder Parrott gun, one caisson, over 500 prisoners, and about 300 muskets. General Merritt came up in time to take the advance before the enemy had entirely crossed, and made many captures. The enemy’s bridge was protected by over a dozen guns m position and sharpshooters on the Virginia side. As our troops neared the bridge, the enemy cut the Maryland side loose, and the bridge swung to the Virginia side.

July 15, the division moved to Berlin.

July 16, moved camp to Petersville.

July 17, remained at Petersville.

July 18, crossed during the afternoon, and encamped near Purcell-ville.

July 19, marched through Philomont, and encamped on Goose Creek, near Rector’s Cross-Roads.

July 20, marched to Rectortown. Detached General Merritt with his brigade to hold Manassas Gap, Gamble to hold Chester Gap, and Devin, with all the train, moved to Salem.

July 21, Merritt in Manassas, Gamble near Chester Gap, finding it already in possession of a superior force of the enemy. General Merritt and Colonel Gamble each had a fight and made captures, for particulars of which see their reports.

July 22, wagon train sent to Warrenton in charge of Sixth New York Cavalry. Devin moved toward Barbee’s Cross-Roads.

59 R R—VOL XXVII, PT I
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July 23, whole division concentrated at Barbee’s Cross-Roads, and remained until the 26th, when the division took position at Warren-ton and Fayetteville, picketing the Rappahannock River from Sulphur Springs to Kelly’s Ford.

During the whole campaign, from June 27 to July 31, there has been no shirking or hesitation, no tiring on the part of a single man so far as I have seen; the brigade commanders report none.

To General Merritt and Colonels Gamble and Devin, brigade commanders, I give my heartfelt thanks for their zeal and hearty support. Neither of them ever doubted the feasibility of an order, but on its reception obeyed its dictates to the letter.

My staff—Captains [Charles E.] Norris, Keogh, [Craig W.] Wadsworth, and Bacon, and Lieutenants Mix, P. Penn Gaskill, Dean, [Albert P.] Morrow, [Malcomb H.] Wing, and [George M.] Gilchrist—were always on hand, and gave me much valuable information from where the fire was hottest, and were of immense assistance in conveying orders on the field of battle, and seeing that they were obeyed. During the campaign they were all under heavy fire on different occasions, and for coolness and gallantry cannot be excelled in this army.

Lieutenant [Aaron B.] Jerome, signal corps, was ever on the alert, and through his intrepidity and fine glasses on more than one occasion kept me advised of the enemy’s movements when no other means were available. Surgeon Hard, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, surgeon-inchief to the division, deserve 3 great credit for his zealous and untiring attention and labors with the sick and wounded. Through his exertions their sufferings have been greatly alleviated, their wants supplied, and many lives saved. Many wounded soldiers are indebted to him for his timely aid on the battle-field, who, but for his energy, would have shared the fate of many poor fellows who had less attentive surgeons.

I transmit with this the reports of the brigade commanders.

The First Brigade captured 854 head of beef-cattle and 602 sheep at Chester Gap, which were turned over to the subsistence department at Markham, July 24.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Lieut. Col. C. Ross Smith,

Chief of Staff\ Cavalry Corps.

[Inclosure.]

Eeeapitulation of Casualties in the various engagements of July, 1863, in the First

Cavalry Division.

Command.�Officers.����Enlisted men.����Aggregate.�Remarks.

Killed.�Wounded.�Missing.�Total.�Killed.�Wounded.�Missing.�Total. |

First Brigade��1�6��7�12 3 20�64 4 50�28 13 271�104 20 341�Ill 20 353�At Gettysburg, Pa., July 1 and 2. Do. At Gettysburg, Pa., July 3,

Second Brigade

Reserve Brigade���7�5�12

Total*

1�13�5�19�35�118�312�465�484

* But see revised statement, p. 185.
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Headquarters First Cavalry Division,

August 2, 1863.

I have the honor to report that at 3 a. m. yesterday my division was massed at Rappahannock Station for the purpose of crossing the river at that point. Through mismanagement of some kind, I was not able to cross over the division before 11 a. m. Shortly after crossing, I became engaged with Hampton’s and Jones’ brigades, commanded in person by Stuart. He evidently did not intend to allow me to gain any information of Lee’s whereabouts, and made a most obstinate resistance. By keeping my men well in hand, I managed to drive him back to within li miles of Culpeper, where I met a heavy force of infantry belonging to A. P. Hill’s corps. I then ordered everybody to fall back, and was followed and pressed by at least 5,000 infantry and three batteries as far as Brandy Station. The fighting was very handsomely executed; th6re were several charges, and sabers were used with success.

My casualties will exceed 100;* the enemy’s loss exceeds mine. As Stuart was driven, he carried with him every citizen and negro. The prisoners say Lee’s main army is toward Gordonsville. All of Hill’s corps is at Culpeper. The infantry prisoners belong to Pender’s division. Pender is dead. Stuart has not been relieved from the. cavalry. Merritt fought beautifully yesterday. Nearly everybody did well.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. BUFORD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Col. A. J. Alexander,

Chief of Staff, Cavalry Corps.

No. 338.

Reports of -Col. William Gamble, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, commanding First Brigade.

Hdqrs. First Cavalry Brigade,

June 22y 1863.

Captain : I have the honor to report the part taken by this brigade in the cavalry fight of yesterday.

The brigade—composed of the Eighth New York, Eighth Illinois, three squadrons Third Indiana, and two squadrons Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, with one section of the First U. S. Artillery, under Lieutenant Michalowski, in all about 1,600 strong—left Aldie at 5 a. m.; marched to Middleburg; from thence west across a ford at Goose Creek. The rebel skirmishers occupying the opposite bank under cover of a stone wall at the ford, one squadron of the Third Indiana Cavalry was dismounted, and, with the advance guard deployed, drove the rebels from the opposite bank, when the column crossed, and advanced south on the Upperville road. Encountered the enemy 1 mile from the ford, on the right of the road; deployed the column in line of battle, and a few well-directed shells into the enemy’s column dispersed him rapidly in retreat through the woods southward. One mile farther, found the enemy behind stone walls, near a house;

See p. 194.
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a few more shells drove them again toward Upperville. Two miles farther, the enemy’s skirmishers, supported by artillery, were found strongly posted. I deployed the column in line; advanced and drove the enemy from two strong positions behind stone walls, his guns continually throwing shells at us.

We continued the march, and found the enemy strongly, posted west of Upperville, at the base of the mountain. Th& Eighth Illinois, Third Indiana, and Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, about 900 strong, leading the column, came on rapidly at a gallop; formed in line; charged up to the enemy’s five guns amid a shower of shells, shrapnel, and case shot; drove the rebel gunners from their pieces, when the enemy’s cavalry, seven regiments strong, emerged from the woods, and a hand-to-hand conflict ensued, the enemy outnumbering us three to one. We retired a short distance behind a stone wall, and maintained our position, repulsing the repeated charges of the enemy by well-directed carbine and pistol firing.

The enemy then, on account of his superior numbers* attempted to turn both flanks, when a squadron of the Eighth Illinois and one of the Third Indiana Cavalry were deployed to cover the flanks, and, after a sharp conflict, repulsed the enemy, after which the section of artillery arrived, supported by the Eighth New York Cavalry, and shelled the enemy from his position. The enemy then retreated toward Ashby’s Gap, pursued for 2 miles by the First and Second Cavalry Brigades, which at sunset returned, and encamped on the battle-field, buried the dead, and took care of the wounded. Eighteen dead bodies of the enemy were buried, and over 30 of their wounded were found, in addition to what they carried away, besides prisoners, the exact number of which the provost-marshal of the division will report.

Our loss is as follows:

Command.�Killed.�Wounded.�Missing.�j Total.

8th Illinois Cavalry��2�17��19

3d Indiana Cavalry�����4�1�5

12th Illinois Cavalry (Captain Brown wounded)��2�14�4�20

Total��4�35�5�44

Horses killed—Third Indiana Cavalry, 18; Eighth Illinois Cavalry, 17. Total, 35 horses of enlisted men; 1 horse of Colonel Gamble; 36 horses in all killed.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

WM. GAMBLE,

Colonel, Commanding First Cavalry Brigade, Capt. T. C. Bacon,

Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division,

Hdqrs. First Cavalry Brigade, First Division,

Camp near Catlett’s, Va., August 24, 1863. Captain: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by this brigade in the several engagements with the
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enemy, from June 28 to July 31 last, in accordance with orders from division headquarters:

NEAR GETTYSBURG, PA., JULY 1.

About 8 o’clock on the morning of the 1st instant, while in camp at the seminary building, the officer commanding the squadron on picket in front gave me notice that the enemy, consisting of infantry and artillery, in column, were approaching his pickets from the direction of Cashtown, with deployed skirmishers in strong force, about 3 miles distant. This information was immediately communicated to the general commanding the division, who ordered my command to be in immediate readiness to fight the enemy. My brigade—consisting of the Eighth New York, Eighth Illinois, three squadrons of the Third Indiana, and two squadrons of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, about 1,600 strong, with Tidball’s battery, Second U. S. Artillery—was placed in line of battle about 1 mile in front of the seminary, the right resting on the railroad track and the left near the Middletown or Fairfax [Fairfield] road, the Cashtown road being a little to the right of the center, at right angles with the line. Three squadrons, part dismounted, were ordered to the front, and deployed as skirmishers to support the squadron on picket, now being driven back by the enemy’s artillery and skirmishers. Our battery of six 3-inch rifled guns was placed in battery, one section on each side of the Cashtown road, covering the approaches of the enemy, and the other section on the right of the left regiment, to cover that flank. The enemy cautiously approached in column on the road, with three extended lines on each flank, and his and our line of skirmishers became engaged, and our artillery opened on the enemy’s advancing column, doing good execution. The enemy moved forward; two batteries opened on us, and a sharp engagement of artillery took place. In a short time we were, by overpowering numbers, compelled to fall back about 200 yards to the next ridge, and there make a stand.

In the meantime our skirmishers, fighting under cover of trees and fences, were sharply engaged, did good execution, and retarded the progress of the enemy as much as could possibly be expected, when it is known they were opposed by three divisions of Hill’s corps. After checking and retarding the advance of the enemy several hours, and falling back only about 200 yards from the first line of battle, our infantry advance of the First Corps arrived, and relieved the cavalry brigade in its unequal contest with the enemy.

In the afternoon, the enemy, being strongly re-enforced, extended his flanks, and advanced on our left in three strong lines, to turn that flank. The general commanding division ordered my brigade forward at a trot, and deployed in line on the ridge of woods, with the seminary on our right. Half of the Eighth New York, Third Indiana, and Twelfth Illinois were dismounted and placed behind a portion of a stone wall and under cover of trees.

The enemy being close upon us, we opened a sharp and rapid carbine fire, which killed and wounded so many of the first line of the enemy that it fell back upon the second line. Our men kept up the fire until the enemy in overwhelming numbers approached so near that, in order to save my men and horses from capture, they were ordered to mount and fall back rapidly to the next ridge, on the left of the town, where our artillery was posted. The stand which we made
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against the enemy prevented onr left flank from being turned, and saved a division of our infantry.

My brigade fought well under disadvantageous circumstances against a largely superior force. Every officer and soldier did his duty. The list of casualties is large, but could not be less, considering the position we occupied. Major Lemon, Third Indiana, was mortally wounded, since dead; Lieutenant Conroe, Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, killed; Captain Fisher and Lieutenant Yoss, same regiment, wounded; Captain Follett, Eighth New York, severely wounded; Captain Martin, Third Indiana, wounded; Captain Morris, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, serving on my staff, was wounded, and one of mv orderlies killed. Tidball’s horse battery, under Lieutenant Calei, attached to my brigade, was worked faithfully, did good execution, and fully sustained its former high reputation. This brigade had the honor to commence the fight in the morning and close it in the evening.

NEAR WILLIAMSPORT, MD., JULY 6.

This brigade was ordered to engage the enemy on the left of the Boonsborough road, near Williamsport, the Reserve Brigade being on the right of the road. The Third Indiana Cavalry was ordered to capture and destroy a train of seven wagons of the enemy on our left, on the Downsville road, which was successfully accomplished, making prisoners of the drivers and those in charge of the train. The brigade was then placed in line of battle, and three-fourths of it dismounted to drive in the enemy’s skirmishers; and Tidball’s battery of four guns, placed in position, supported by the balance of the mounted men, opened on the enemy, many times our superior in numbers, and did excellent execution; the dismounted men in the meantime, keeping up a sharp carbine fire, drove in the rebel pickets on their reserve. The dismounted men were under the immediate command of the gallant and lamented Major Medill, Eighth Illinois Cavalry, who fell, mortally wounded.

We held our position until dark, and were then relieved by Colonel Devin’s brigade, and ordered to fall back to Jones’ Cross-Roads, in the direction of Boonsborough, which we reached about midnight, the delay being caused by Kilpatrick’s division having been driven back in confusion from the direction of Hagerstown, completely blockading the road in our rear, making it impassable for several hours.

NEAR BOONSBOROUGH, MD., JULY 8.

The enemy was reported advancing on the Hagerstown road. General Buford ordered my brigade to take position on the crest of the ridge on the right of the road to Hagerstown, about miles from Boonsborough, my dismounted men thrown out to the front and in the strip of woods on the right of the road; the battery in position in the center of the line, supported by the mounted men. The rebels moved forward to drive in our skirmishers, supported by their battery, but after a sharp contest were unable to drive me from my position on the right. The enemy, however, gradually worked round on the left, driving in the skirmishers of Kilpatrick’s division; placed a section of artillery so as to bring a cross-fire on my brigade, when I was ordered to fall back on Boonsborough. Afterward Kilpatrick’s division was relieved on the left and placed on the right, but being unable to dislodge the enemy from the woods I formerly occupied.
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No. 373.

Report of Capt. William M. Graham, Battery K, First U. S. Artillery.

Camp, Reserve Cavalry Brigade,

June 23, 1863.

Lieutenant: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of Horse Battery K, First U. S. Artillery, in the engagement of the 21st instant:

One section was detached from the command, under Lieutenant Michalowski, and ordered to report to Colonel Gamble, at Middle-burg. The four remaining pieces marched with the brigade to the heights beyond the stone bridge, and opened upon the enemy’s cavalry upon the plain below, driving them from their position. The battery then advanced with the brigade, and took position to the left of the pike above Upperville, where it opened upon the enemy’s cavalry in the wood, to which they had been driven by the charge of the brigade, forcing them to retire to the heights beyond.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. M. GRAHAM,

Captain First U. S. Artillery, Comdg. Horse Battery K.

First Lieut. James F. McQuesten,

Adjt. Second Cavalry, A. A. A. 6r., Cavalry Reserve Brigade.

No. 374.

Report of Lieut. John H. Calef, Battery A, Second TJ. S. Artillery.

Camp near Warrenton, Va.,

July 27, 1863.

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report of the operations of Light Company A, Second U. S. Artillery, since it joined the cavalry command of General Buford on June 14:

June 14.—Battery arrived at Warrenton Junction with Second Brigade, Horse Artillery, Captain Tidball, which relieved First Bri-gead, Captain Robertson. Same day joined the cavalry command of General Buford.

June 15.—Command marched from Warrenton Junction to Bristoe Station, and bivouacked at 12 p. m.

June 16.—Marched from Bristoe Station to Bull Run, and bivouacked for the night near old battle-field. Battery assigned to Colonel Gamble’s brigade, Buford’s division.

June 17.—Marched from Bull Run to Aldie, Va.; very fatiguing march.

June 18.—Battery on a reconnaissance in the direction of Philo-mont, Va. Our cavalry skirmishers mef those of enemy near bridge over Goose Creek, and drove them through Philomont. Right section, under Lieutenant Roder, and left section, under First Sergeant [Joseph] Newman, crossed the bridge. Other section posted on a hill on south side of creek, to enfilade road leading to bridge from north side. Object, to cover retreat in case our troops were obliged to fall back. Object of expedition accomplished, we retired to camp near Aldie.
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June 19.—Lieutenant Roder on picket with a section, posted on an elevation commanding roads leading to Aldie from the north.

June 20.—Remained in same camp. Lieutenant Roder relieved at dusk by First Sergeant Newman.

June 21.—Whole cavalry and artillery force in motion at 4 a. m. in direction of Middleburg, Va. My battery relieved Lieutenant Fuller’s from positions on right and left of town, on north side. About 9 a. m. our cavalry and artillery engaged the enemy sharply, and drove them in the direction of Uppervilie. My battery was ordered from its position to the front about 1 p. m., and joined the main body of our force near Uppervilie. Enemy made a stand on edge of town. Lieutenant Roder’s section was thrown in the extreme advance, posted on right of ro’ad, and opened on enemy’s cavalry on left of road while they were charging ours. The enemy was soon checked, and driven back into edge of woods. Here they reformed, and charged with great force on our cavalry, which, not being in sufficient force to resist them, fell back. At this time the other two sections were ordered into position on left of road. As soon as the enemy saw them coming out of the wood skirting the road, they were heard plainly to cry, “Charge that battery !” They were then going by a nank off to our left. About half a dozen shots were fired at them, checking them effectually. I then changed front forward on my left piece, to be in readiness for them in case they gained our left flank, but the main body of our cavalry arriving about this time, the enemy was driven through the town in the direction of the Gap. They were again charged and driven on the north side of the town, but darkness put an end to further operations for the day, and we bivouacked for the night near the town.

June 22.—Command retired to old camp near Aldie. Enemy followed up close and harassed our rear guard. Battery got into position again toward evening, but as soon as the alarm was over we retired to camp. Ordered to be ready to turn out at a moment’s warning.

June 23.—Remained in same camp, without anything of interest occurring, till June 26.

June 26.—Command marched from Aldie to Leesburg, where we bivouacked for the night; long and severe march.

June 27.—Marched from Leesburg to Edwards Ferry, where we crossed the Potomac into Maryland. Also crossed the Monocacy near Aqueduct Bridge, fording the river. Bivouacked near Peters-ville, Md.

June 28.—Marched from Petersville through Jefferson to Middle-town, and bivouacked for*the night near town.

June 29.—Marched from Middletown , through Boonsborough, Cavetown, and Smithsburg, and encamped for the night near Mil-lerstown; very long and fatiguing march; horses very much used up.

June 30.—Marched through Emmitsburg, Md., to Gettysburg, Pa., and went into position, just outside of town. Hill’s corps of the enemy reported to be about 3 miles from town. Strong cavalry pickets thrown out about a mile and a half. Our position on Carlisle road.

July 1.—Enemy reported to be advancing in heavy columns on Carlisle pike, and preparations were immediately made to receive them. This was about 8 a. m. Colonel Gamble, commanding the brigade of cavalry to which my battery was attached, requested me to select my own position. I accordingly selected a position about 600 yards

«
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in front of the one held during the night. As soon as the pioneer party had leveled the intervening fences, as well as the one in front of my position, I moved forward and took up the advanced position. No sooner was this accomplished than General Buford sent for me, and told me he wished one section on the left of the road and one still farther to the left. I accordingly placed First Sergeant Newman, commanding left section, on immediate left of road, and Sergeant Pergel, commanding center section, still farther to the left. No sooner was the latter placed in position than I heard the enemy’s skirmishers open upon our pickets, who were retiring.

Lieutenant Roder now fired the first gun (which opened the sanguinary battle of Gettysburg) on the head of a column of rebel cavalry advancing on the right of the road. Two of the enemy’s batteries, one on each side of the road, now opened on my guns near the road. The number of guns in each battery, as near as 1 could judge, was four; so that they outnumbered mine just two to one. The enemy’s infantry advanced rapidly, and the musketry and artillery fire soon became extremely warm. We, however, held our position until the arrival of the First Corps. At this juncture, General Buford ordered me to withdraw my guns in each section by piece, which was accordingly executed in good order. Sergeant Newman having four horses killed and disabled at his left piece, I immediately sent back for a limber from one of the caissons, but before it could be gotten up, Sergeant Newman, by strenuous exertions, drew off the piece with one team. The enemy’s infantry was so close that it was impossible to take off all the harness; two sets out of the four were, however, afterward recovered by Sergeant Newman.

Riding over to Sergeant Pergel’s section, I found that the enemy had advanced out of the woods in his front, and were making rapidly for his guns. He had already opened on them, and, by well-directed shots, had succeeded in checking them for the time. Having but a small cavalry support, and the woods occupied by the enemy extending up within 200 yards of the right of the section, I thought it unadvisable to wait till they arrived within canister range, and therefore withdrew the section, and took it, with the remainder of the battery, which had by this time withdrawn, to a point indicated by Colonel Gamble, and awaited orders. While there, I had the ammunition chests replenished, which was no sooner accomplished than General Buford sent for a piece to enfilade a ditch occupied by the enemy. Lieutenant Roder took his right piece to the spot, and opened with canister, which had the effect of driving the enemy in great confusion. As he was bringing the piece into battery, the enemy, seeing it, rushed forward and exclaimed, “ There is a piece—let’s take it!” As soon as the piece was unlimbered, Corporal [Robert S.] Watrous,* chief of piece, in bringing up a round of canister, was shot in the leg by a Minie bullet, and dropped. Private [Thomas] Slattery, with commendable pres* ence of mind, took the round from his hands, and carried it to the piece. The effect of that round probably saved the piece.

Captain Hall’s (Rhode Island) [Maine] battery, belonging to the First Corps, occupied the first position on the right of the road held by Lieutenant Roder’s section after the latter had withdrawn. In about half an hour this battery was disabled, and, leaving two pieces on the field, withdrew. The left and center sections of my battery were then ordered up again by General Wadsworth to reoccupy the ground just abandoned by Captain Hall, which was done under a heavy fire of musketry. As soon as the first gun was fired from my battery,
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three four-gun rebel batteries opened from the front and right of my position.

In this spot I had most men wounded, and by musketry. After occupying the ground about fifteen minutes, the rebel battery on my right and front moved off still more to the right, under cover of the woods, and took up a position so as to nearly enfilade my guns. I held this position as long as possible, but, the enemy having a crossfire with several batteries, 1 was forced to withdraw. I then took up a position nearly on a line with my former one, but better covered by a corner of woods from the batteries in front, and remained in that position until relieved by a battery of the First Corps; then took up a position in a wheat-field about 500 yards to the rear and left of former position. Here I opened on a heavy column of rebel infantry advancing down the Carlisle pike. Remained in this position until toward evening, when we moved to the left about a mile, and bivouacked for the night.

In this engagement, which was a very severe one, the battery lost 12 men badly wounded and 13 horses killed.

All behaved nobly. I took notice particularly of the coolness and intrepidity of the cniefs of sections during the hottest of the firing. Lieutenant Roder behaved very handsomely, showing himself equal to every emergency. Being short of officers, First Sergeant Newman and Sergeant Pergel each commanded a section. Of the other noncommissioned officers, Sergeants [Michael] Quinn, [James] Callanan, [Charles] Crittenden, [John] Brothers, [Malachi] Killern, and Wat-rous deserve mention, the latter losing a leg. The battery did well, and I was highly gratified by the compliments paid it by General Buford, commanding division, and Colonel Gamble, commanding brigade to which the battery was attached.

On the evening of the 1st we had, as before stated, removed well to the left of our line.

On the morning of the 2d, the attack commenced directly in front of where my battery was parked. Dispositions were made to receive the enemy, who were driving our skirmishers rapidly. For want of men, I could serve but five guns. Notwithstanding the severe work of the 1st, every one showed himself ready for a continuation on the morning of the 2d. We had hardly got into position when an order came from General Buford for me to follow with my battery the First Brigade, of his division, and march with it to Taneytown, Md., for supplies and forage. Reached Taneytown about 4 p. m., and went into camp.

July 3.—Marched from Taneytown to Westminster, Md., where we obtained one day’s forage.

July 4.—Marched from Westminster to Union Bridge.

July 5.—Marched from Union Bridge to Frederick. Obtained forage, and encamped near the city.

July 6.—Marched from Frederick to Williamsport, which we reached about 5 p. m., and skirmished with the enemy until dark. Enemy’s skirmishers advanced on Lieutenant Roder’s section, which had been detached for the purpose of shelling the enemy’s sharpshooters, who had possession of the buildings near our position. The enemy was repulsed by the timely use of canister, which also rallied our line of skirmishers, so that we were enabled to hold our position for the remainder of the day. At dusk, we fell back to J ones’ Cross-Roads, and bivouacked for the night.

July 7.—Marched to Boonsborough, and took up a position just out-
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No. 549.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Henry Heth, (7. $. Army, commanding

division.

Headquarters Heth’s Division,

Camp near Orange Court-House, September 13, 1863.

Captain*. I have the honor to report the operations of my division from June 29 until July 1$ including the part it took in the battle of Gettysburg (first day), July 1.

The division reached Cashtown, Pa., on June 29. Cashtown is situated at the base of the South Mountain, on the direct road from Chambersburg, via Fayetteville, to Gettysburg, and 9 miles distant from the latter place.

On the morning of June 30,1 ordered Brigadier-General Pettigrew to take his brigade to Gettysburg, search the town for army supplies (shoes especially), and return the same day. On reaching the suburbs of Gettysburg, General Pettigrew found a large force of cavalry near the town, supported by an infantry force. Under these circumstances, he did not deem it advisable to enter the town, and returned, as directed, to Cashtown. The result of General Pettigrew’s observations was reported to Lieutenant-General Hill, who reached Cash-town on the evening of the 30th.

On July 1, my division, accompanied by Pegram’s battalion of artillery, was ordered to move at 5 a. m. in the direction of Gettysburg. On nearing Gettysburg, it was evident that the enemy was in the vicinity of the town in some force.

It may not be improper to remark that at this time—9 o’clock on the morning of July 1—I was ignorant what force was at or near Gettysburg, and supposed it consisted of cavalry, most probably supported by a brigade or two of infantry.

On reaching the summit of the second ridge of hills west of Gettysburg, it became evident that there were infantry, cavalry, and artillery in and around the town. A few shot from Pegram’s battalion (Marye’s battery) scattered the cavalry vedettes. One of the first shells fired by Pegram mortally wounded Major-General Reynolds, then in command of. the force at Gettysburg.

My division, now within a mile of Gettysburg, was disposed as follows : Archer’s brigade in line of battle on the right of the turnpike ; Davis’ brigade on the left of the same road, also in line of battle; Pettigrew’s brigade and Heth’s old brigade (Colonel Brocken-brough commanding), were held in reserve. Archer and Davis were now directed to advance, the object being to feel the enemy; to make a forced reconnaissance, and determine in what force the enemy were —whether or not he was massing his forces on Gettysburg. Heavy columns of the enemy were soon encountered. Davis, on the left, advanced, driving the enemy before him and capturing his batteries. General Davis was unable to hold the position he had gained. The enemy concentrated on his front and flanks an overwhelming force. The brigade maintained its position until every field officer save two were shot down, and its ranks terribly thinned.

Among the officers of his brigade especially mentioned by General Davis as displaying conspicuous gallantry on this occasion are noticed Colonel Stone, commanding Second Mississippi Regiment; Colonel Connally, commanding Fifty-fifth North Carolina Regiment; Major [A. H.] Belo, Fifty-fifth North Carolina Regiment; Lieutenaiit-Colo-
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nel [H.] Moseley, and Major [W. A.] Feeney, Forty-second Mississippi Regiment, severely wonnded while gallantly leading their regiments to the charge. Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, Fifty-fifth North Carolina Regiment, was at the same time killed, as also was the gallant Lieutenant [A. K.] Roberts, of the Second Mississippi Regiment, who, with a detachment from the Second and Forty-second Mississippi Regiments, after a hand-to-hand conflict with the enemy, succeeded in capturing the colors of a Pennsylvania regiment. The good conduct of this brigade on this occasion merits my special commendation.

On the right of the road, Archer encountered heavy masses in his front, and his gallant little brigade, after being almost surrounded by overwhelming forces in front and on both flanks, was forced back. The service lost at this time that most gallant and meritorious officer, Brigadier-General Archer, who fell into the enemy’s hands, together with some 60 or 70 of his men.

The enemy had now been felt, and found to be in heavy force in and around Gettysburg. The division was now formed in line of battle on the right of the road, the several brigades posted as follows : Archer’s brigade (Col. B. D. Fry, Thirteenth Alabama Regiment, commanding) on the right, Pettigrew in the center, and Brock-enbrough on the left. Davis’ brigade was kept on the left of the road, that it might collect its stragglers, and from its shattered condition it was not deemed advisable to bring it again into action on that day. It, however, did participate in the. action later in the day. After resting in line of battle for one hour or more, orders were received to attack the enemy in my front, with the notification that General Pender’s division would support me.

The division had not advanced more than 100 yards before it became hotly engaged. The enemy was steadily driven before it at all points, excepting on the left, where Brockenbrough was held in check for a short time, but finally succeeded in driving the enemy in confusion before him. Brockenbrough’s brigade behaved with its usual gallantry, capturing two stand of colors and a number of prisoners. The officer who made the report of the part taken by Brockenbrough’s brigade in this day’s fight has omitted to mention the names of the officers and soldiers who distinguished themselves on this occasion.

Pettigrew’s brigade encountered the enemy in heavy force, and broke through his first, second, and third lines. The Eleventh North Carolina Regiment, Colonel Leventhorpe commanding, and the Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment, Colonel Burgwyn, jr., commanding, displayed conspicuous gallantry, of which I was an eyewitness. The Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment lost in this action more than half its numbers in killed and wounded, among whom were Colonel Burgwyn killed and Lieutenant-Colonel Lane severely wounded. Colonel Leventhorpe, of the Eleventh North Carolina Regiment, was wounded, and Major Ross killed. The Fifty-second and Forty-seventh North Carolina Regiments, on the right of the center, were subjected to a heavy artillery fire, but suffered much less than the Eleventh and Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiments. These regiments behaved to my entire satisfaction.

Pettigrew’s brigade, under the leadership of that gallant officer and accomplished scholar, Brig. Gen. J. Johnston Pettigrew (now lost to his country), fought as well, and displayed as heroic courage p>s it was ever my fortune to witness on a battle-field, The number
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of its own gallant dead and wounded, as well as the large number of the enemy’s dead and wounded left on the field over which it fought, attests better than any commendation of mine the gallant part it played on July 1. In one instance, when the Twenty-sixth North Carolina Regiment encountered the second line of the enemy, his dead marked his line of battle with the accuracy of a line at a dress parade.

Archer’s brigade, on the right (Col. B. D. Fry commanding), after advancing a short distance, discovered a large body of cavalry on its right flank. Colonel Fry judiciously changed his front, thus protecting the right flank of the division during the engagement. This brigade (Archer’s), the heroes of Chancellorsville, fully maintained its hard-won and well-deserved reputation. The officer making the report of the part it played in the first and second charges has failed to particularize any officer or soldier who displayed particular gallantry, which accounts for no one being named from this gallant little brigade. After breaking through the first and second lines of the enemy, and several of the regiments being out oF ammunition, General Pender's division relieved my own, and continued the pursuit beyond the town of Gettysburg.

At the same time that it would afford me much gratification, I would be doing but justice to- the several batteries of Pegram’s battalion in mentioning the assistance they rendered during this battle, but I have been unable to find out the names of the commanders of those batteries stationed at the points where important service was rendered, all reports of artillery officers being made through their • chief.

My thanks are particularly due to Major Pegram for his ready co-operation. He displayed his usual coolness, good judgment, and gallantry.

My thanks are also due to my personal staff—Major [R. H.] Finney, assistant adjutant-general; Major [H. H.] Harrison, assistant adjutant and inspector general; Lieutenants [M. C.] Selden,- jr., and [Stockton] Heth, my aides-de-camp, and acting engineer officer, William 0. Slade—for their valuable services in carrying orders and superintending their execution.

I take this occasion to mention the energy displayed by my chief quartermaster (Maj. A. W. Vick) and his assistants in collecting transportation for the division when in Pennsylvania, the division having a limited supply when it crossed the Potomac; also to Major [£. C.] Hungerford, chief commissary of subsistence, and his assistants, for their activity in procuring supplies.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. HETH,

Major- General.

Capt. W. N. Starke,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Corps, Army of Northern Virginia.

Headquarters Heth’s Division,

Near Bapidan Station, October 3, 1863. Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations of my command (Heth’s and Pender’s divisions) at Falling Waters, July .14:

On the evening of July 13, I received orders to withdraw my com *



﻿640

N. C.? YA.j W. VA.? MD,, PA.? ETC.

[Chap, XXXIX.

mand at dark from the intrenchments near Hagerstown, and move in the direction of Falling Waters, at which point we were to cross the river on a pontoon bridge, already constructed. The artillery attached to my command received its orders through its immediate commander, and moved off a little before dark. I was directed to leave the skirmishers in my front, and was informed that they would be relieved during the night by the cavalry. The officers in charge of the skirmishers were directed, as soon as relieved, to take the road followed by the divisions.

The night was entirely dark and the roads in a dreadful condition, the entire distance between our breastworks and Falling Waters being ankle-deep in mud. The progress of the command was necessarily very slow and tedious, halting every few minutes to allow the wagons and artillery in our front to pass on. The division was twelve hours accomplishing 7 miles, once halting for two hours.

On reaching an elevated and commanding ridge of hills one mile and a half (possibly a little less) from Falling Waters, I was ordered by Lieut. Gen. A. P. Hill to put my division in line of battle on either side of the road, and, extending along the crest of this hill, facing toward Hagerstown. On the left of the road and on the crest of this hill our engineers had thrown up some half dozen epaule-ments for artillery, the spaces between the epaulements being open. In our front was an open space, with the view unobstructed for half to three-quarters of a mile; then came a heavy piece of timber some three-fourths of a mile in width.

I was directed, at the same time that I received the order to place my division in line of battle as described, to put Pender’s division in rear of my own, in column of brigades. At this point we halted, to allow the wagons and artillery to get over the river. We remained in this position awaiting their crossing for several hours. About 11 o’clock, I received orders from General Hill to move Pender’s division across the river, following General Anderson’s division, and, after leaving one brigade of my division in line, to follow up the movement of the corps as speedily as possible.

About fifteen or twenty minutes after receiving these orders, and while they were in progress of execution, a small body of cavalry, numbering not more than 40 or 45 men, made their appearance in our front, where the road debouched from the woods previously described. I will here remark, that when on the road, and some 2 or 3 miles from the position I now occupied, a large body of our cavalry passed by my command, going to our rear. When the cavalry alluded to made its appearance, it was at once observed by mysfelf, General Pettigrew, and several members of my staff, as well as many others. On emerging from the woods, the party faced about, apparently acting on the defensive. Suddenly facing my position, they galloped up the road, and halted some 175 yards from my line of battle. From their maneuvering and the smallness of numbers, I concluded it was a party of our own cavalry pursued by the enemy. In this opinion I was sustained by all present. It was not until I examined them critically with my glasses at a distance of not more than 175 yards that I discovered they were Federal troops. The men had been restrained from firing up to this time by General Pettigrew and myself. The command was now given to fire. At the same time, the Federal officer in command gave the command to charge. The squad passed through the intervals separating the epaulements, and fired several shots. In less than three minutes all were killed or captured,
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save two or three, who are said to have escaped. General Pettigrew received a wound in one of his hands at Gettysburg, in consequence of which he was unable to manage his horse, which, reared and fell with him. It is probable when in the act of rising from the ground that he was struck by a pistol-ball in* the left side, which, unfortunately for himself and his country, proved mortal. A soldier of the Seventh Tennessee Regiment was at the same time mortally wounded. This was the entire loss of my command from this charge; 33 of the enemy’s dead were counted; 6 prisoners fell into our hands ; also a stand of colors.

Very soon after this, a large body of dismounted cavalry, supported by artillery, of which I had none, made a vigorous attack on Brock-enbrough’s brigade, which was deployed in line of battle to the right of the road. Brockenbrough repelled the attack, and drove the enemy back into the woods, following him up for some distance. The enemy was now heavily re-enforced, and Brockenbrough was compelled to fall back.

His brigade, having been badly cut up on the 1st and 3d at Gettysburg, was much reduced in numbers. Seeing that the enemy evidently designed turning his right flank, and thus cutting him off from the river, Brockenbrough deployed his brigade as skirmishers, extending well to the right. About this time the enemy appeared on my left flank in force; also in my front. Seeing the attack was becoming serious, I ordered the several brigades of Pender’s division (excepting Thomas’, which had crossed the river) to return. At the same time, I sent a message to the lieutenant-general commanding, requesting that artillery might be sent me, as I had none.

On returning, my aide informed me that General Hill directed me to withdraw my command as speedily as possible and cross the river. When this order was received, my line of skirmishers occupied a front of a mile and a half, the left resting on the canal, the right bending around well toward the Potomac. The orders were that the several brigades in line should withdraw simultaneously, protecting their front by a strong line of skirmishers, and converge toward the road leading to Falling Waters. In order to cover this movement, Lane’s brigade was formed in line of battle about 500 yards in rear of the advanced line, protected by a heavy line of skirmishers.

The first brigade that passed through Lane’s line of battle was reformed in line of battle a quarter of a mile or more in rear of Lane’s position, and so on till the command reached the south bank of the Potomac. With the extended line of skirmishers in my front, and being compelled to fall back upon a single road, it is not surprising that, in attempting to reach the road over ravines impassable at many points, and through a thick undergrowth and wood, and over a country with which both officers and men were unacquainted, many of them were lost, and thus fell into the hands of the enemy, who pushed vigorously forward on seeing that I was retiring. The enemy made two cavalry charges, and on each occasion I witnessed the unhorsing of the entire party.

I desire here to brand upon its perpetrator a falsehood and correct an error. The commander of the Federal forces (General Meade) reported to his Government, on the statement of General Kilpatrick, that he (General Kilpatrick) had captured a brigade of infantry in the fight at Falling Waters. To this General Lee replied, in a note to General Cooper, that no organized command had been captured.

41 R R—VOL XXVII,’ PT II



﻿642

1ST. C.? VA.? W. VA.j MD,; PA., ETC.

[Chap. XXXIX.

General Meade recently wrote a note to his Government, reaffirming his first statement, upon the authority of General Kilpatrick. General Kilpatrick, in order to glorify himself, has told a deliberate falsehood. He knows full wffil that no organized body of men was captured ; not even a company was captured, nor the majority of a single company. He asserts, however, that he captured an entire brigade.

The error I wish to correct is attributing all the men captured by the enemy on the 14th as belonging to my command. I think I state correctly when I say that 3 out of 4 of the men captured by the enemy were captured between our works near Hagerstown and the point where I engaged the enemy, and were the representatives of every corps, division, and brigade which passed over this road. My staff officers alone succeeded in driving from barns and houses immediately on the roadside several hundred stragglers who probably never reached their commands, and these were but a small proportion of the men who straggled.

In conclusion, I will add that the brigade commanders did their duty, and the losses sustained were not attributable to any errors or shortcomings of theirs, but resulted from causes beyond their control. The rear guard of a large army protecting its crossing over a wide river can seldom fail to lose heavily if vigorously pursued by the enemy, especially when in the act of crossing. Under the circumstances, attacked as we were by a large and momentarily increasing force, we have every reason to be thankful that our losses were so small.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. HETH,

Major- General.

Capt. W. H. ' Starke,

Assistant Adjutant-General, Third Army Corps.

Ho. 550.

Report of Maj J. Jones, Twenty-sixth North Carolina Infantry, . commanding Pettigrew's brigade.

August 9, 1863.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by Pettigrew’s brigade in the engagements beyond the Potomac :

On the night of June 30, ultimo, the brigade was on picket on the turnpike road leading from Chambersburg to Gettysburg, about half way between Cashtown and the latter place.

Early on the morning of July 1, we moved down the pike toward Gettysburg. When within about 2-J miles of the town, we deployed to the left of the pike, but soon crossed over to the right, other regiments of the division having been engaged for some time. We took up our position in rear of our batteries after we moved to the right. After remaining in this position about half an hour, exposed to a random fire from the enemy’s guns, losing probably a dozen men killed and wounded, we received orders to advance. We moved forward about half a mile, and halted in a skirt of woods.

The following is the position of the regiments in the brigade: On



Report of Lieut. Col. S. G. Shepard, on Archer's
brigade

OR, Series I, Vol. 27, Part 2, pp. 646–648



﻿646

K. C., VA.? W. VA.? MB., PA.? ETC.

tCHAp. rmx

the wounded; hence the uncertainty of a good many being killed late yesterday evening. I must close.

Yours, truly,

J. J. YOUNG,

Captain, and Assistant Quartermaster. His Excellency Gov. Zebulon B. Yance.

No. 552,

Report of Lieut. Col. 8. G. Shepard, Seventh Tennessee Infantry, of operations of Archer's brigade.

August 10, 1863.

Sir : In compliance with General Orders, No. — (to report the part that Archer’s brigade took in the recent engagements in Pennsylvania and Maryland), I beg leave to state that, although I was not in command of the brigade, yet I was in each of the engagements, and upon my own observation and the testimony of the officers of each of the regiments I predicate my statements.

We left our camp near Cashtown, Pa., early on the morning of July 1, and marched down the turnpike road leading to Gettysburg. We had advanced about 3 miles when we came upon the enemy’s pickets, who gradually fell back before us for about 3 miles, which brought us in sight of the enemy, upon a slight eminence in our front and to the right of the road. General Archer halted for a short time while a section of a battery opened fire upon them. He then deployed the brigade in line, and advanced directly upon the enemy through an open field. At the extreme side of the field there was a small creek with a fence and undergrowth, which was some disadvantage to our line in crossing, but the brigade rushed across with a cheer, and met the enemy just beyond. We were not over 40 or 50 yards from the enemy’s line when we opened fire. Our men fired with great coolness and deliberation, and with terrible effect, as I learned next day by visiting the ground.

We had encountered the enemy but a short time, when he made his appearance suddenly upon our right flank with a heavy force, and opened upon us a cross-fire. Our position was at once rendered untenable, and the right of our line was forced back. He made also a demonstration upon our left, and our lines commenced falling back, but owing to the obstructions in our rear (the creek, &c., above referred to), some 75 of the brigade were unable to make their escape, General Archer among the rest. I saw General Archer a short time before he surrendered, and he appeared to be very much exhausted with fatigue.

Being completely overpowered by numbers, and our support not being near enough to give us any assistance, we fell back across the field, and reformed just in rear of the brigade that had started in as our support. Colonel Fry took command of the brigade, and, after remaining in the woods for two or three hours, the whole line upon our left advanced. Archer’s brigade advanced at the same time upon the extreme right of the line. While advancing, the enemy threw a body of cavalry around upon our right flank. Seeing this, Colonel Fry changed the direction of his front so as to protect our flank.
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The cavalry did not advance npon ns, hut hung around during the entire engagement of the evening of July 1.

During the night of the 1st, and the 2d, we lay in position upon a road upon the right of our line. We were not in the engagement of July 2.

During the night of the 2d, we moved around, and took our position in front of the enemy’s works, and remained there until the evening of July 3.

In the engagement of the 3d, the brigade was on the right of our division, in the following order : First Tennessee on the right; on its left, Thirteenth Alabama; next, Fourteenth Tennessee; on its left, Seventh Tennessee, and, on the left, Fifth Alabama Battalion. There was a space of a few hundred yards between the right of Archer’s brigade and the left of General Pickett’s division when we advanced, but, owing to the position of the lines (they not being an exact continuation of each other), as we advanced, the right of our brigade and the left of General Pickett’s division gradually approached each other, so that by the time we had advanced a little over half of the way, the right of Archer’s touched and connected with Pickett’s left.

The command was then passed down the line by the officers, “Guide rightand we advanced our right, guiding by General Pickett’s left. The enemy held their fire until we were in fine range, and opened upon us a terrible and well-directed fire. Within 180 or 200 yards of his works, we came to a lane inclosed by two stout post and plank fences. This was a very great obstruction to us, but the men rushed over as rapidly as they could, and advanced directly upon the enemy’s works, the first line of which was composed of rough stones. The enemy abandoned this, but just in rear was massed a heavy force. By the time we had reached this work, our lines all along, as far as I could see, had become very much weakened; indeed, the line both right and left, as far as I could observe, seemed to melt away until there was but little of it left. Those who remained at the works saw that it was a hopeless case, and fell back. Archer’s brigade remained at the works fighting as long as any other troops either on their right or left, so far as I could observe.

Every flag in the brigade excepting one was captured at or within the works of the enemy. The First Tennessee had 3 color-bearers shot down, the last of whom was at the works, and the flag captured. The Thirteenth Alabama lost 3 in the same way, the last of whom was shot down at the works. The Fourteenth Tennessee had 4 shot down, the last of whom was at the enemy’s works. The Seventh Tennessee lost 3 color-bearers, the last of whom was at the enemy’s works, and the flag was only saved by Captain [A. D. ] Norris tearing it away from the staff and bringing it out beneath his coat. The Fifth Alabama Battalion also lost their flag at the enemy’s works.

There were 7 field officers who went into the charge, only 2 of whom came out. The rest were all wounded and captured. The loss in company officers was nearly in the same proportion.

Our loss in men was also heavy. We went into the fight on the 1st with 1,048 men, 677 of whom were killed, wounded, and captured during these engagements.

I cannot particularize where so many officers and men did their whole duty. There are doubtless some, however, as is always the case, who did not do their duty, and richly deserve the severest punishment that can be inflicted.

After our unfortunate repulse, we reformed upon the ground from
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which we advanced, and waited for an advance of the enemy, which, however, they did not see proper to make, and so endec}. the conflict of the day.

We remained here until the night of the 4th, when we retired, and fell hack beyond Hagerstown, Md. We next took position between Hagerstown and Williamsport, where we lay in line of battle two days, and retired on the night of the 13th instant. Owing to the darkness of the night and the impossibility of the artillery getting on, we found ourselves 5 miles from the river at daylight. We moved on to within 2 miles of the river, and formed a line of battle upon the crest of a hill, to protect our rear until the artillery and the column in advance of us could cross the river. While here, a small squadron of the enemy’s cavalry, consisting of 75 or 100 men, made their appearance in our front. They were mistaken at first for our own cavalry until they had advanced close upon us. Their first charge was upon the First Tennessee Regiment, which was upon the right of the brigade. Our men, unfortunately, did not have their guns all loaded, and were forced to fight with clubbed guns. The ^ enemy, finding they were making rather slow headway at this point, moved down the line upon the Thirteenth Alabama, Seventh and Fourteenth Tennessee Regiments, who by this time had- succeeded in getting many of their guns loaded, and were but a short time in killing and wounding a majority of them. The rest made a desperate effort to escape back to the woods, but most of those were shot from their horses as they fled, so that not over a dozen or twenty made their escape. We lost in this encounter 1 man killed and 7 wounded.

It was our sad misfortune, too, in this affair, to lose General Pettigrew, who was in command of the brigade. jSTo encomium that I might add could do justice to his memory. Both officers and men of the entire brigade feel that by his death the Confederacy has lost a model soldier and one of her most noble and gifted sons.

We received orders to retire toward the river, and we moved out, with General Pettigrew’s brigade upon our left. Our route to the • river was part of the way through a dense and tangled copse of undergrowth, with deep ravines running up from the river. We kept our line pretty well organized in passing through these obstructions, and passed beyond the river.

Not wishing to burden you with a report too lengthy, I have noted down in a brief style the facts deemed most important for your information.

All of which I respectfully beg leave to submit.

S. G. SHEPARD,

Lieutenant-Colonel Seventh Tennessee Regiment. Capt. William Brown,

Acting Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General.

No. 553.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Joseph R. Davis, C. S. Army, commanding brigade and Heth’s division.

Headquarters Davis’ Brigade, August 26, 1863. Major: I have the honor to submit the following report of the part taken by my brigade in the battle of July 1, at Gettysburg : Early on the morning of the 1st, I moved in rear of Archer’s bri-


